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  Ecommended REading 

 

 

For those of us allergic to life without books 

R 

Not sure what to get someone?  How 

about giving them a Snowbound Gift 
Certificate and let them pick out  

exactly what they want?   

There are a ton of awesome books 
coming out in January,  

like the final book in Robert Jordan’s 
Wheel of Time series. 

Thank you for keeping your money 
local. We’re proud to be part of 

this community, and we couldn’t do 
it without you.   

Best to you & yours, 
Ray, Dianne, Dana & Lea 



City of Dark Magic by Magnus Flyte 

 Music scholars have long speculated on 

the identity of Beethoven’s Immortal Beloved, 

the intended recipient of a gooey romantic let-

ter discovered after his death.  Magnus Flyte (a 

pseudonym of two authors) takes this mystery, 

adds hallucinogens, and offers us lucky readers 

this entirely entertaining novel. 

 It all starts when Sarah Weston accepts 

a job in Prague cataloging an exhibit of Beetho-

ven’s manuscripts. Things get weird almost as 

soon as she arrives, and over the next 400 pag-

es she encounters a sexy prince, a time-traveling 

drug, a 400 year-old dwarf, a vengeful US sena-

tor, and answers to the Beethoven puzzle.  

 Sarah is a strong, independent woman, confident in her 

sexuality and unafraid to use it. The mystery is complex and 

twisty, and the supernatural events fresh and original. This book 

succeeds because it doesn’t take itself too seriously. The writing 

is solid and the plot suspenseful, but the details are often goofy 

and over the top. And it’s the unexpected elements that make 

this so much fun to read.  This is pure unadulterated escapist 

reading that you’ll insist on sharing with your friends.  ~ Dana 

 

The Invisible Ones by Stef Penney 

 Penney’s fine, atmospheric first novel 

The Tenderness of Wolves was set in Georgian 

Bay in the 1860s. The Invisible Ones brings this 

Scottish writer back to the British Isles. A trou-

bled private investigator, who is half Romany 

himself, is hired to track down a young woman 

gone missing seven years ago. She had married 

into a charismatic Gypsy family who is either 

cursed or hiding a terrible secret.  

 There are very few books, either non-

fiction or fiction, about Gypsies. This mystery 

sheds some light on this removed culture, while 

making sure that you never fit in. A great story 

full of twists and turns with a very surprising 

ending. Highly recommended.  ~ Dianne 

 

The Crossing Places by Elly Griffiths 

 Looking for a new mystery series? Elly 

Griffiths has given us a great new protagonist in 

archeology professor Rachel Galloway. She is a 

smart, independent, 30-something, who is hap-

pily living on the isolated coast of Norfolk, Eng-

land. She’s a very accessible character, down-to-

Earth, with just the right mix of moxie and inse-

curity. Think of the lead character in Bones, then 

add 30 pounds.  

 The story begins when Professor Gallo-

way is called in to help the police determine the 

age of a child’s skeleton found near her proper-

ty. This is a fun and engaging mystery, and I’m 

already eyeing the next in the series, The Janus 

Stones. ~ Lea 

$16.00 (-10%) 

464 pages 

Penguin 

9780143122685 

Due 11/27/12 

$16.99 (-10%) 

432 pages 

Berkley (PENG) 

9780425253212 

Due 12/4/12 

$14.95 (-10%) 

303 pages 

 Mariner (HM) 

9780547386065 

Available now 

Crewel by Gennifer Albin 

 In spite of her parents’ best efforts to 

hide her special weaving abilities, the Guild has 

taken notice of Adelice Lewys. While other girls 

her age are preparing for their upcoming ar-

ranged marriages, Adelice is spirited away in 

the middle of the night to live in Coventry 

Towers, never to see her family again.  

 Here she will live out her life as an 

exalted Spinster, a group of magical weavers 

responsible for maintaining order in this mod-

ern totalitarian world. But if Adelice’s captors 

believe that she will conform to her new life 

without protest, they have some surprises in 

store. Their attempts to rein in this feisty and 

independent teenager will cause much consternation among the 

leadership. Low-profile is not in her nature, and the only thing 

keeping her alive is her incredible talent.  

Gennifer Albin has created a fantastic protagonist in 

her debut novel. Adelice is a strong young woman guided by 

her moral compass in the face of great pressures to conform. 

Throw in a couple of really cute servants, some catty and jeal-

ous eligible Spinster sisters, an evil creepy government official, 

and the mentors who are there to help her (or are they?), and 

you've got a compelling good read. I look forward to more 

adventures with Adelice! (ages 12+) ~ Lea 

 

Darkest Minds by Alexandra Bracken 

 Six years ago, Ruby’s life changed. A 

mysterious flu epidemic wiped out most of her 

classmates and the majority of American kids. 

The illness didn’t kill Ruby, but it did trigger 

certain “abilities.” And the adults are scared.  

Ruby and the other survivors are placed in gov-

ernment-run rehabilitation centers, where they 

are classified, studied and controlled.  Some 

kids - the most powerful - are segregated and 

never seen again.  Ruby hides the true nature of 

her dubious gifts and keeps her head down until 

she can escape.  

 But once she’s out, her troubles are 

just beginning. Where does she go now? Her 

parents are terrified of her. She hears of a refuge for kids like 

her, and joins up with a band of kids on the same quest.  But 

East River may not hold the answers they seek.  

 This is a suspenseful, exciting and often poignant novel 

set in a world that is eerily plausible. As can be expected under 

the circumstances, Ruby’s new friendships are intense and touch-

ing, and utterly believable.  With a balanced mix of car chases 

and  romance (though neither are overdone or graphic), this 

will appeal to both boys and girls. Fans of Hunger Games will 

especially love this novel of survival, strength and friendship. 

(ages 12+)  ~ Dana 

$17.99 (-10%) 

368 pages 

FSG MacMillan 

9780374316419 

Available now 

$17.99 (-10%) 

496 pages 

Hyperion (HC) 

9781423157373 

Due 12/18/12 



The World Until Yesterday by Jared Diamond 

 Human society has existed for six million 

years, but only in the last blink of an eye have we 

become “modern.” For traditional societies in 

remote areas like the highlands of New Guinea, 

some people still remember when the last stone 

tools were made. Now their grandchildren are 

flying airplanes, texting, becoming obese and con-

tracting diabetes. 

 This new book examines traditional soci-

eties to see what they can tell us about where we 

came from and to find out what we can learn 

about ourselves going forward. He doesn’t roman-

ticize a more primitive past, but he does find some 

possible solutions to common problems like child-

care, aging, diet, conflict resolution, and risk management. 

This book is a natural extension of Diamond’s previous 

works. In Guns, Germs and Steel he looked at why some societies 

achieved world dominance. In Collapse he studied why some 

societies failed so spectacularly.  Here, he gives us a small slice of 

thousands of traditional societies that have developed a wide 

array of ways to cope with the universal human condition.  Some 

of the lessons we can implement independently ourselves. Others 

will have to await the will of society as a whole. ~ Ray  

Heads in Beds: A Reckless Memoir of Hotels, Hustles, and 

So-Called Hospitality by Jacob Tomsky 

 I was happily surprised by this book. 

The last thing I wanted to do was read one more 

thing about my disgustingly dirty hotel room. But 

wanting to be a savvier traveler trumped my fear 

of reading about germs and other gross things 

you can see with a black light. And I'm glad it 

did.  

 This book is funny, irreverent, politically 

incorrect, and woven with social commentary. By 

page two of the introduction, I was hooked. Our 

author, the voice for the little guy, also happens 

to be a sarcastic, juvenile, hustler of an anti-hero. 

This is a fun memoir and you will learn every-

thing you never thought you wanted to know 

about the luxury hospitality business. And the bottom line for 

good service? Don't be an ass. Don't use valet parking. And tip.  

~ Lea 

 

 

$36.00 (-10%) 

512 pages 

Viking (Penguin) 

9780670024810 

Due 12/31/12 

$25.95 (-10%) 

247 pages 

Doubleday (RH) 

9780385535632 

Available now 

Frontera: Margaritas, Guacamoles, & Snacks by Rick Bayless 

You may think you only need one margarita recipe and one guacamole recipe. You won’t realize 

how wrong you are until you see this book.  Try the roasted corn & jalapeno guac with a pineap-

ple margarita. Wow.   

 

Plenty by Yotam Ottolenghi 

A must-have collection of 120 Mediterranean-inspired vegetarian recipes featuring fresh combi-

nations that will delight readers looking for a new take on vegetables. Terrific photos. 

 

Barefoot Contessa: Foolproof by Ina Garten 

Ina comes out with a new book just about every year, and every year I find new recipes that join the regular rota-

tion in our house. Simple, elegant and delicious food, like her Easy Tomato Soup with Grilled Cheese Croutons. Ge-

nius. 

 

Gran Cocina Latina by Marical Presilla 

At 900 pages, this impressive and fascinating cookbook includes anything and everything you ever wanted to 

know about Latin American cooking and food culture. I’ve marked so many pages with sticky notes that my copy 

looks like a troll doll. Destined to become a classic.  

 

Smitten Kitchen by  Deb Perelman 

A self-taught home cook & award-winning food blogger, Perelman insists on unfussy yet deli-

cious food. With well-illustrated, easy recipes for cooks of any level, this is the hot cookbook 

of the season.  

 

Art of Fermentation by Sandor Ellix Katz 

It doesn’t have the sexiest title, but this book does offer a comprehensive look into every-

thing fermented. And you’d be surprised how much fermented stuff we consume: beer, 

wine, sauerkraut, kimchee, & yogurt, just to name a few.  For the serious do-it-yourselfer.  

 

50 Shades of Chicken: A Parody in a Cookbook by F. L. Flower 

The genius of this book is that there’s something here for everyone. This is the tale of a tender young chicken who 

meets a hot chef determined to dominate her. Whether you loved the Fifty Shades trilogy or thought it was utter 

tripe, this is a damn funny  book. Accompanied by sexy descriptions, beautiful photos, and provocative names 

(from Dripping Thighs to Popped-cherry Pullet), the recipes actually look pretty yummy. Sex & food. Gotta have it.  



We Sinners by Hanna Pylvainen - A spare, beautiful novel about the Rovaniemis, a Finnish Apos-

tolic Lutheran family in northern Michigan.   

 

Drawn Together by Aline & Robert Crumb 

At long last, the complete collaborative works of Robert & Aline Crumb, recounting 4 decades of their 

uniquely neurotic relationship in vivid and inimitable detail.  

 

Year-Round Vegetable Gardening by Niki Jabbour 

Nova Scotian Jabbour shares her secrets for growing food year-round. Her season-defying tech-

niques are doable, affordable, and rewarding for gardeners in any location where frost has tradi-

tionally ended the growing season. 

 

Spillover by David Quammen 

From what non-human creature will the next pandemic emerge? David Quammen (Song of the  

Dodo) traces recent virus outbreaks across the globe in this real-life scientific thriller.  

 

 Elements by Theodore Gray 

   A visually stunning photographic representation of every element in the universe. Really cool.  

 

Lost at Sea by Jon Ronson 

British Gonzo journalist Ronson places himself in the midst of society’s collective craziness and             

 reports with humor, irreverence and diligence.  

 

Bark-River Chronicles by Milton Bates 

Canoe down the Bark River with my neighbor Milt for a great look at the history, archeol-

ogy, natural science, and environmental issues of our region.  Lyrically written.  

 

Hallucinations by Oliver Sacks 

With his usual humor, curiosity and clarity, Sacks delves into the science and mystery of 

hallucinations from the self-induced variety to migraine auras, illness, and injuries.  Enter-

taining and  illuminating. 

Double Cross by Ben McIntyre 

Beautiful Mystery by Louise Penny 

Canada by Richard Ford 

Life Everlasting by Bernd Heinrich 

Death of Kings by Bernard Cornwell 

Istanbul Passage by Joseph Kanon 

Destiny of the Republic by Candace Millard 

 



Joni: The Creative Odyssey of Joni Mitchell by Katherine Monk 

Delves into the art, philosophy, and loves of one of the 20th centuries most influential songwriters. 

 

Windward Shore: A Winter on the Great Lakes by Jerry Dennis 

Gives voice to the connections of people and place that take place in Northern Michigan. 

 

A Warm Winter Tail by Carrie Pearson 

A Northwoods natural history about how animals survive during the winter. Carrie, who lives 

in Marquette County, does an excellent job on the content and the book is enriched by the 

illustrations. It’s our best selling picture book, by far. 

 

Children of the Northlights by Ingri and Edgar D’Aulaire 

First published in 1935, this charming picture book is back in print. It follows a Sami (northern 

Norway) boy and girl as they follow the reindeer herd. The illustrations are filled with snow, 

saunas, children, and the northern lights are stunning.  

 

Prairie Evers by Ellen Airgood 

This middle reader follows a young girl as she transitions from a homeschooling farm life into 

school and the world of other people’s problems. The protagonist is resourceful and kind. The 

story is fun and poignant. A nice book to give to any middle school age girl.  Grand Marias au-

thor. 

 

The Diviners by Libba Bray 

This young adult supernatural thriller is set in 1920s New York. A young woman, an eccentric 

uncle, and a orphaned thief meet their match with the devil personified.  

 

Frozen by Mary Casanova 

Historical fiction set in upstate New York. A young orphan goes looking for her family and 

finds much more than she bargained for. Well written and believable.  

 

Manual of Aeronautics by Scott Westerfeld 

An illustrated guide to the machines, uniforms, creatures, and characters of the Leviathan tril-

ogy. A great reference for fans of this exceptional steampunk series! 

Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey 

11/22/63 by Stephen King 

Wildwood by Colin Meloy 

Defending Jacob  by William Landry 

The Borrowers by Rebecca Makkai 

Once Upon a River  by Bonnie Jo Campbell 

Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver 

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Septys 

Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley 

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Frye by Rachel Joyce 

 



Watership Down by Richard Adams, Illus. by Aldo Galli 

One of my favorite classics, now with full-color illustrations for the first time. A great way to 

introduce young readers to this wonderful novel.  

 

There’s a Horse in My Garage by Patrick McManus 

I grew up reading McManus in my dad’s Outdoor Life Magazine, and Pat still makes me 

laugh. He’s comfortable, self-deprecating, and hilarious, a perfect gift for anyone with a funny bone 

and a love of the outdoors.  

 

Skulls by Simon Winchester 

Yes, that Simon Winchester, author of Krakatoa and Professor and the Madman. This is a fasci-

nating exploration of more than 300 skulls, from the familiar to the just plain weird. It’s hard 

to believe some of these animals are from this planet.  

Incredible photographs.  

 

Land of Neverbelieve by Norman Messenger 

A dreamy and imaginative journey of the fantastical island of Neverbelieve, where pasta 

grows on trees, and the mountains whisper bedtime stories. Beautifully and lavishly illus-

trated, this book will appeal to kids and adults alike.  

 

Grand Tour: Around the World with the Queen of Mystery by Agatha Christie 

Collected here for the first time are Christie’s letters, photos, postcards and memorabilia from    

her ten month 1922 voyage. It’s fun to see the travels that influenced her work. We also have 

Come, Tell me How You Lived, her memoir about life with her archeologist husband in the Mid-

dle East.  

 

Extinct Boids by Ralph Steadman 

If anyone can make extinct birds entertaining, it’s Ralph Steadman. Most famous for his collabora-

tions with Hunter S. Thompson, Steadman has a unique, if skewed, view of our world. This book is 

a riot of color and imagination, a great gift for artists and nature lovers.  

 

Darth Vader and Son by Jeffery Brown 

I think the name says it all here. If you have a Star Wars fan in the family, we also have Star Wars Origami and a 

Star Wars Pop-up book with a glowing green light saber.  

Arcadia by Lauren Groff 

Dog Stars by Peter Heller 

Talulla Rising by Glen Duncan 

The Rook by Daniel O’Malley 

Ghosts of Belfast by Stuart Neville 

Cinder (& Scarlet) by Marissa Meyer 

Necromancing the Stone by Lish McBride 

This Book is Full of Spiders by David Wong 

Age of Miracles by Karen Thompson Walker 

Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

 



The Big New Yorker Book of Dogs 

The perfect gift for that person on your list who is “unhealthily involved in the emotional life of 

dogs.” Striking cover and fun illustrations (especially the opening photo of the Oriental rug). 

 

Bruce by Peter A. Carlin 

The cover photo is worth the price of the book. For those fans of the Boss, this biography was writ-

ten with unfettered access to Springsteen. Includes portions of Clarence Clemmon’s last inter-

view. 

 

Mossy  by Jan Brett 

Children’s author Jan Brett has done it again, this time in a story about a turtle collecting a 

garden on her shell. The artwork in this book is breathtaking.  

 

What Are You Looking At? The Surprising, Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story 

of Modern Art  

Written by BBC art-critic Will Gompertz, a witty and irreverent look at the stories behind our fa-

vorite works of modern art (and why your five-year-old really could not do it).  

 

Travels with Epicurus by Daniel Klein  

A great gift for those mature men on your list who are perhaps thinking about their retirement years. A 

subtle yet jam-packed little book about what’s really important. My husband’s favorite book this 

year.  

 

Detroit City Is the Place to Be by Mark Binelli 

Once America's capitalist dream town, Detroit is our country's greatest urban failure, having fall-

en the longest and the farthest. But the city's worst crisis yet (and that's saying something) has 

managed to do the unthinkable: turn the end of days into a laboratory for the future. 

 

A Place in Time by Wendell Berry 

Wendell Berry returns with 20 stories from the fictional Port William, Kentucky community.  

Published in his 78th year, these stories revisit his cast of unforgettable characters. Great for estab-

lished Berry fans and for those new to this author. 

Skippy Dies by Paul Murray 

Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey 

Tiger’s Wife by Tea Obrecht 

Sacre Bleu by Christopher Moore 

John Dies at the End by David Wong 

Gourmet Rhapsody by Muriel  Barbery 

Mountain of Crumbs by Elena Gorokhova 

Vanishing of Katherina Linden by Helen Grant 

This is Where I Leave You by Jonathan Tropper 

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce 


