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 A treasure chest of stories for Joseph Heywood fans, featuring the 

game-warden colleagues of Woods Cop star Grady Service. These men 

and women patrolling Michigan's wilds encounter everything from poach-

ers determined to defend their kills with deadly resistance, to drug pushers 

selling their wares at an Elvis convention camping retreat, to search-and-

rescue operations, to what it's like to be a rookie game warden in the wil-

derness on your first day on the job and much, much more.  

 With Heywood's trademark ability to capture the eccentric char-

acters of the Michigan wilderness, his wonderful ear for dialogue, and his vivid descriptions of 

hunting, fishing, and outdoorsmanship, these twenty-eight stories will delight Heywood fans and 

entice any reader who loves stories about the great outdoors or law-and-order. As an added 

bonus, one story features Woods Cop protagonist Grady Service early in his career, while anoth-

er story stars Heywood's new series protagonist Lute Bapcat. ~ from publisher 

 

Also back in print in time for Father’s Day:   

The Snowfly, Heywood’s novel of obsession and fly-fishing.  

MAY 2013 

 

The annual Indies Choice Book Awards and E.B. White Read Aloud Awards honor best-

loved titles of indie booksellers (like Snowbound).  

 

 

 

The 2013 Winners are:  

 The Round House by Louise Erdrich for Best Adult Fiction 

 Wild by Cheryl Strayed for Best Adult Nonfiction 

 The Snow Child by Eoywn Ivey for Best Adult Book of the Year 

 The Fault in Our Stars by John Green for Best Young Adult 

Book 

 Wonder by R.J. Palacio for E.B. White Read Aloud Middle 

Reader 

 Extra Yarn by Mac Barnett for E.B. White Read Aloud Picture 

Book 

 



Z: A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald by Therese Anne Fowler 

 My first infatuation with Scott and Zelda 

Fitzgerald came about as the result of a major 

junior high crush on Robert Redford (who was 

starring in The Great Gatsby). But then the litera-

ture followed, and the fascination continued to 

grow. Having read their biographies many years 

ago, I admit to being a little concerned about 

reading a fictionalized account of Zelda.  It takes a 

lot of trust in an author to drive off that cliff with 

them—but I’m so glad I did. It turns out that Z is 

an immensely enjoyable way to read about the 

most notorious couple of the Jazz Age. 

 It is all too easy to over-romanticize the 

story of Scott and Zelda, who lived larger than life 

in a fascinating time in history. But their story is also tragic. It’s 

Gatsby level tragedy. Every time I read Gatsby, I hope that some-

how the ending will change. It’s the same with Zelda and Scott. 

From the moment that he meets her in Montgomery, Alabama – 

she, with suitors lined up around the block; and he, a penniless 

author stationed in her town before the war – it’s as if their future 

together was predestined.   

Fowler treats Zelda with respect and empathy. She re-

lied on letters and biographies, and clearly did her research. 

Fowler imagines Zelda’s emotional journey living with an alcohol

-fueled and literarily driven Scott. But many forget that Zelda was 

talented in her own right, and in fact, very misunderstood (even 

demonized by some). Don’t be surprised, however, if while read-

ing this you get a longing to pack your bags, head off to New 

York or Paris, and live for the moment. ~ Lea 

 

Live By Night by Dennis Lehane 

 Lehane’s latest is a companion to The 

Given Day, his stunning historical novel set in 1918 

Boston. Live by Night begins almost a decade lat-

er, when the country is well into Prohibition, and 

the influence of bootleggers, rumrunners, and 

organized crime syndicates extends into all levels 

of government. The novel follows Joe Coughlin, 

youngest son of an illustrious police captain, as he 

evolves from Boston street thug to Tampa crime 

boss. The momentum of the book echoes Joe’s 

rise, ebbing and flowing before reaching a velocity 

in the last hundred pages that’s damn near impos-

sible to take a break from. Plan on at least one 

sleepless night.  

 There’s a certain drive and freshness to Lehane’s work. 

He refuses to be pigeonholed into a single genre and writes wher-

ever the muse takes him – mystery, suspense, short story, histori-

cal novel, television script (The Wire).  “Versatile” and “solid” 

come to mind, but many readers don’t appreciate how truly rare 

that talent is, or how difficult it is to maintain. Lehane challenges 

himself to explore new territory and I, for one, 

will happily follow him anywhere. ~ Dana 

 

Also consider: The Given Day, which stars 

Joe’s brother Danny.  The books can be read 

independently of each other.  

 

 

 

The Dog Stars by Peter Heller 

 Hig is a one-percenter, one of the few 

survivors of a flu epidemic that decimated the 

population a decade ago. He doesn’t have much: 

a dog named Jasper, a gun-crazy neighbor appro-

priately named Bangley, a 1956 Cessna, and the 

security of isolation.  

 In spare, lovely language, Heller trans-

ports us to Hig’s world, a place once called Colo-

rado. Hig, Bangley, and Jasper live quiet lives 

fishing, flying, and protecting their haven – a 

small rural airport – from raiders. They try to 

maintain some semblance of their previous lives, 

but it’s hard. Everyone’s gone. 

 This is a hauntingly beautiful novel. Hig 

tells his story in short, vivid vignettes—musings rather than de-

tailed narrative—that echo the mood and circumstances of his 

life. He’s surprisingly sanguine about his situation, and finds con-

tentment in small things, like Jasper and a cold mountain stream. 

Both men and women will find much to admire in this subtly 

profound debut. Highly recommended. ~ Dana 

 

Above All Things by Tanis Rideout 

 Tanis Rideout has fictionalized the mes-

merizing and heartbreaking tale of George Mallo-

ry’s final attempt to scale Mt. Everest in 1924. 

The author focuses on the relationship of Mallory 

and his beloved wife Ruth, who must wait be-

hind as he pursues his obsession. Chapters alter-

nate between the gritty, harsh reality of Everest, 

and Ruth attempting to fill her days as she is 

overcome with dread and feelings of abandon-

ment. The story is sensual, lovely, fraught with 

suspense, and ultimately tragic.  

 For those fascinated with Everest, this 

book fills in the void left by the rugged climbing 

tales, with the emotional side of the quest from 

both Ruth’s and George’s perspectives. This is one of those books 

that was hard to put down to the very end. ~ Lea  

 

 

Broken Harbor by Tana French  

 Mick Kennedy from the Dublin Murder 

Squad is back in action as he takes on the highly 

visible killing of a family in one of the many half-

built McMansion suburbs littering Ireland’s coun-

tryside.  

 French has a genuine feel for her place 

and time and it shows in her stories. It’s hard to 

review mysteries without giving everything away, 

but please know that this is another edge-of-your-

seat thriller from one of SB’s favorite writers. 

French has a lot of loyal fans and I doubt that 

they will be disappointed by her fourth book. 

 ~ Dianne 
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FICTION 
As the Crow Flies by Craig Johnson 

 Wedding planning is a pain in the neck. When you’re a middle aged, small town sheriff without a clue, it’s 

darn near impossible. So Walt Longmire welcomes the distraction of a murder investigation. It’s the perfect excuse for 

procrastination. Walt also has a personal interest in the case; he and his friend Henry saw the victim fall from the cliff.   

 Johnson adds a new character to the gang, Lolo Long, the new tribal police chief, an Iraqi war 

veteran whose abrasive personality doesn’t quite match her bombshell name and good looks. She re-

luctantly accepts Walt as a mentor, and he grudgingly steps into the role.  It’s a fun relationship to 

watch.  

 The mystery itself is one of Johnson’s best (no snowstorms) -  as compelling and 

quirky as fans have come to expect from this series.  ~ Dana 

 

 

Look for the next Walt Longmire hardcover, A Serpent’s Tooth on June 4 and season one 

of the new TV show, Longmire, on DVD at the end of the May. 
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NONFICTION 

YOUNG ADULT 

The Drowned Cities by Paolo Bacigalupi 

 In this companion to his multiple-award-winning novel, Ship Breaker, Bacigalupi once again puts his young 

protagonists in extremely dangerous circumstances. In a dark future, America is ravaged by constant civil wars. Mahila 

has lost her family and her right hand to the soldier boys, and her friend Mouse hasn’t fared much bet-

ter. But they can count on each other, and that is enough. When they find a wounded, bio-engineered 

half-man in the swamp outside their village, their decision to nurse him back to health puts all their lives 

in peril, and everything changes. 

 Bacigalupi is an incredible writer. I’ve read all his books, and each time I’m astounded by how 

well he amps up tension and pushes his characters to make impossible decisions. Amid all the action, he 

manages to sneak in environmental, ethical, and even political dilemmas for readers’ consideration. 

Hmm… suspenseful and thought-provoking? Sounds like a complete package to me.  (14+) ~ Dana 

 

Companion book: Ship Breaker (read in either order) 

Let’s Explore Diabetes With Owls by David Sedaris 

 Sedaris has certainly matured since his days as a Santa’s Elf at Macy’s. Well, maybe “matured” isn’t the right 

word. He still finds joy in the absurd and grotesque, obsesses about everything, and mercilessly skewers the foibles and 

hypocrisy of both himself and his fellow man. What has changed in the last fifteen years, though, is his perspective. He’s 

traveled the world and lived abroad, and this exposure to other cultures has simply given him that much more material 

to work with. These essays are still centered around Sedaris (of course they are), but the sheer scope of his new experi-

ences offers him a broader range of people and cultures to make fun of.  

 And this collection is funny (of course it is), but also remarkably somber in places.  David’s dad bears much of 

the load this time around, and some of the pieces about him are heartbreaking and bound to anger readers. Even allow-

ing for creative license, it’s fairly obvious that Sedaris Sr. virtually guaranteed none of his kids would grow up well-

adjusted. While David turns this to his advantage and entertains us with these anecdotes, there is real pain there that’s 

only slightly redeemed in the colonoscopy chapter.   

 I listened to the audio of this book on a recent road trip and, as always, found myself laughing out loud. May-

be not crying with mirth as I have with his earlier work, but cracking up nonetheless. Even the endless orange barrels 

around Green Bay didn’t bother me in the least, because David was there keeping me company, a caustically entertain-

ing presence on an otherwise mundane journey. And the dog poem at the end is reminiscent of Shel Silverstein and 

worth the price of the whole damn book. ~ Dana   
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NONFICTION 

The Great Northern Express: A Writer's Journey Home   

by Howard Frank Mosher  

From the introduction:  "The Great Northern Ex-

press is the story of how, as I traveled from coast 

to coast and border to border in the summer of 

my sixty-fifth year, two journeys seemed to meld 

into the narrative of one writer's search, in his life 

and work, for the true meaning of home." 

 This book captured me for its love of 

"home," the "Kingdom" of far northern Vermont, 

for the author's courage of taking on a 100-city, 

150 bookstore book promotion hegira after diag-

nosis and lengthy treatment for cancer, and most-

ly for his bringing to life the diverse places, the 

very unique people (some real, some imagined) 

and the independent bookstores he encountered along his jour-

ney. Especially the independent bookstores! From That 

Bookstore in Blytheville, Arkansas, Changing Hands Bookstore in 

Tempe, Arizona, Powell's City of Books in Portland, the King's 

English in Salt Lake City and many, many more....I was fascinat-

ed, as is the author, by the strength and determination of inde-

pendent bookstores.  Unfortunately, Mosher did not make it to 

the U.P. in his book tour and missed out on Snowbound Books. 

We are fortunate we don't have to! Loved this book.  ~ Lynn E. 

(customer) 

 

Yes, Chef by Marcus Samuelsson 

 Most celebrity chefs would put their 

photo on the cover of their memoir: a big smiling 

face, custom chef’s tunic, and a cooking utensil or 

signature dish. Look at me!  So I was curious 

when I saw this book, the title written in a pile of 

spice, like a drawing on fogged glass.  It turns out 

that this is fairly indicative of what you’ll find 

inside – a memoir that concentrates on food, ra-

ther than fame, though Samuelsson is indeed very 

famous.    

 The spice on the cover is berbere, a 

blend essential to Ethiopian cooking, the culture’s 

“salt and pepper.” It is a nod to his heritage, and 

the title an acknowledgement of all he’s accom-

plished. Samuelsson, who you may recognize from Bravo’s Top 

Chef Masters, was born in rural Ethiopia. When his mother dies 

of TB, he and his sister are adopted by a loving family in Swe-

den. It is in his grandmother’s Swedish kitchen that Marcus falls in 

love with food and the magic of cooking. He cooks his way 

around the world, and finally settles in NYC.  

I’ve never seen Samuelsson on TV, never tried any of 

his recipes, so I entered this book without expectations. I discov-

ered that I want to know more. I’m fascinated with his enthusi-

asm for melding flavors and techniques from the four corners of 

the globe. And his compelling personal journey is so tightly tied 

to his exploration of new food experiences that the two are in-

separable. Foodies will love this book. ~ Dana 

 

{Note: okay, so they changed the cover image for the 

paperback edition, but this review still holds. Here’s 

the original.} 

 

 

 

The Guns at Last Light by Rick Atkinson 

 Atkinson has completed the long-

awaited final volume of his history of the World 

War II experience of Americans in Europe.  The 

first two volumes, Army at Dawn and Day of 

Battle, covered the American experience in 

North Africa and Italy.  This book begins with 

the landings in Normandy and southern France 

and concludes with the defeat of Germany. 

 This is a highly readable popular history 

with plenty of detail for the most serious-minded 

reader.  Atkinson uses first person accounts from 

the foxholes to the highest command to tell the 

story.  What I particularly appreciated about this 

book and his others is the warts-and-all portrayal 

of our war effort.  Yes, the greatest generation fighting the good 

war did shoot prisoners on occasion and rear area troops did run 

amok in captured towns at times.  It does not devalue what my 

father and his fellow soldiers accomplished in Europe but it does 

reinforce that war is a nasty business best avoided if possible. 

 I'm convinced that Atkinson's books will long stand as 

the best narrative of the American Army in Europe in World War 

II. ~ Ray 

 

Double Cross: The True Story of the D-Day Spies  

by Ben MacIntyre 

 During World War II, Britain's MI-5 was 

so successful at finding and turning German 

agents sent to Britain to spy that not a single 

German spy was really a German spy. They were 

put to work by the British relaying useless infor-

mation back to their supposed handlers. 

 The Double Cross plan took this a step 

further. The aim was to deceive the Germans as 

to where the D-Day invasion would land. Using 

material declassified in the 1990s, Macintyre tells 

the fascinating story of the double agents who 

were extremely successful at this task. The plan 

also included false radio traffic between fake 

army units, but the Germans weren’t listening, and included Gen-

eral George Patton parading around southeast England pretend-

ing to be the commander of a fake army, but the Germans were-

n’t watching. 

 Instead, the plan worked because the Germans trusted 

“their” five best agents: Serbian playboy Dusan Popov, failed 

Catalan chicken farmer Juan Pujol, a high-strung French woman 

named Lily Sergeyev, gambling Peruvian society girl Elvira 

Chaudoir, and Polish zealot Roman Czerniawski. These unlikely 

spies succeeded because of their cool British handlers and the 

ineptitude by their clueless German handlers. 

 This is all wonderful material for Macintyre to work 

with, and he handles it with dash. This is a case where true events 

cannot easily be topped by fiction. Macintyre, author of the best-

selling Operation Mincemeat, has found a goldmine in World 

War II spy ops. ~ Ray 
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FLASHBACK 

In honor of Ray’s retirement and desire to one day do a boat trip through the English canal system, we 

thought we’d re-run a few reviews of ill-fated British water voyages, and wish Ray and his wife better 

luck that the characters below had.   

 

Three Men in a Boat (To Say Nothing of the Dog)  by Jerome K. Jerome 

 Mr. Jerome is one of my heroes - a veritable genius of subtle, dry Brit humor. You'll find evidence 

of his influence on writer's from Wodehouse to Patrick McManus. Written in 1889 and based on an event-

ful voyage Jerome took with two friends up the Thames, this silly novel is seriously funny.  The serious 

travel journal he intended to write was engulfed by his sense of humor; it's easy to imagine Jerome, slip-

pered, smoking-jacketed and comfortably nestled in his favorite chair sipping scotch and giggling to him-

self as he scribbles down this tale of three inept rowers and their scrappy, snobby canine companion. ~ 

Dana 

 

To Say Nothing of the Dog by Connie Willis 

  Willis let loose all of her considerable writing talents in this wonderful homage to 

Jerome's classic.  Her main character also takes a trip down the Thames; in fact, he even 

waves hello to Jerome and company right before crashing into the riverbank. The difference 

is that Ned is from the year 2157 and has traveled back in time to do research on a cathedral for a reno-

vation project in his time.  

 Of course, as we learned from Jerome, if you put three men in a boat, to say nothing of the 

dog, things tend to go a little haywire. What follows is a hilarious comedy of manners, offbeat ro-

mance and screwy science fiction that’s very entertaining - as good as the original - and destined to 

keep you up at night. ~ Dana 

 

The English Passengers by Matthew Kneale 

 The English Passengers is a pitch-perfect satire of the literary and societal conventions of the 

nineteenth century. Kneale brings together parodies of scientific journals, religious tracts, sea narratives 

and more to tell a tale of an ill-advised and ill-fated expedition to Tasmania to discover the Garden of 

Eden. 

 Winner of the 2000 Whitbread Book of the Year award and short-listed for the Booker prize, 

The English Passengers is charming, poignant and often hilarious while demonstrating the pitfalls of 

science, religion, empire-building and the vanities of humankind. As viewpoints shift between mem-

bers of the expedition, the ship’s captain, a native Tasmanian and occasional supporting characters, an 

epic story emerges that leaves the reader both highly amused and somewhat saddened – a rare feat. 

~ Vince G. (customer) 
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