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Canada by Richard Ford 

 Since winning the Pulitzer Prize for his 

1995 novel Independence Day, Ford has earned a 

deserved reputation for writing clear and out-

standing prose. Canada meets these expectations 

in every respect.  

 Dell Parsons narrates the story of his 

youth, when as a 15-year-old his life is shattered 

when his parents decide to rob a bank.  His sister 

subsequently disappears and he is moved to Can-

ada by a family friend where his life continues to 

decline in tragic and absurd ways.  The remote and 

desolate places of Montana and Saskatchewan 

underline the sense of loss and abandonment that 

Dell has to deal with while trying to grow up fast. 

The line between normal and extraordinary is con-

tinually crossed as young Dell witnesses the Bonnie and Clyde 

explosion of his parents and murder in an abandoned town on 

the prairies of Canada. 

Every major plot twist is foretold in the narrative. At first 

this seemed to undercut any suspense that the story might offer.  

But I found that knowing essentially what was going to happen 

allowed me to relax and think more about Dell and what he had 

experienced—kind of a relaxed absorption of the story as if the 

old Dell was there in front of me, trying to make sense of his life.  

 ~ Ray 

Istanbul Passage by Joseph Kanon 

 When this novel opens, World War II has 

ended, but Istanbul is still a hotbed of intrigue as 

refugees and spies try to find their footing in a new 

postwar world. Businessman Leon Bauer has been 

drawn into the underworld of spies and spying, 

doing his bit during the war, but as the spies pack 

up to go home he is given one more operation. It 

goes terribly wrong, and his generally minor role in 

these affairs explodes into a deadly game of hide-

and-seek.   

 Set against a backdrop of fading wealth, 

dire poverty, mosques, bazaars, and the crumbling 

Ottoman city, Istanbul Passage is the story of a man 

trying to make the right decisions when all the 

choices are bad. Over his head in a secret world, he is good at 

making decisions and enjoys the thrill of his new life.  

 Fans of Alan Furst will like this book. I enjoyed 

the late 1945 time period, a time not often covered in espionage 

fiction. It was a time when friends became enemies and enemies, 

became, well, not exactly enemies.  Great plotting and a great 

ending kept me turning the pages until the very end. I hope Leon 

has another adventure ahead of him.  ~ Ray  
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In One Person by John Irving 

 I am happy to report that John Irving is 

back to his early form! His early work, Garp, Cider 

House, and Owen Meany (the gold standard) 

wowed readers with their poignant, quirky charac-

ters and brave explorations of human nature. Plus 

they were so perceptively funny! The signature 

themes that we have come to expect from Irving 

are here: an absent (mysterious) father, wrestling, 

an all boys boarding school, and amateur theatre 

pursuits that lend major Shakespearean themes to 

the roles we choose in life. No bear, though.  

 In One Person is narrated by Billy, start-

ing as a bisexual preteen and moving into his fif-

ties. His life and longings defy category and con-

vention. He always tries to stay true to himself and lead a genu-

ine, worthwhile life. I loved his voice the most; his attempts to 

get his perspective across pull off as frustratingly funny. He wants 

answers and he wants the truth. Interesting how difficult it is to 

get to that place. But he does plow through his invented life. He 

becomes a writer a la James Baldwin. He weathers the AIDS epi-

demic. He works at maintaining his tricky relationships to his fam-

ily and hometown. He leads his life. And that individual epic 

struggle to accept and love the differences in himself and each 

person makes reading this novel so valuable.  A great read from a 

writer who has gifted us with some of our favorite modern clas-

sics. ~ Dianne 

 

Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach 

 I’ve been reading a lot of “weird” stuff 

lately: novels with a supernatural or dystopian 

element. Good stuff, just, you know, nothing that 

could actually happen to me or my friends. I see a 

lot of books in my line of work, and after a while 

all the “normal” ones blur together. But this debut 

novel jumped off the pile at me, and I delved in 

and soon gave a big contented sigh of apprecia-

tion. Finally. Here was an original, gloriously old 

fashioned, character driven novel worth snuggling 

up to.   

 The story revolves around five characters 

at a small Wisconsin college, and the school’s strug-

gling baseball team. Henry is a newcomer, a short-

stop phenom with Major League potential. His presence improves 

team dynamics, but the consequences from one mistimed throw 

ripple across campus, affecting the lives of all the main characters.  

 Reminiscent of early John Irving, this sprawling novel is 

engrossing, heartbreaking, and quirky in all the right places, and 

will appeal to a wide audience, even those who don’t like base-

ball.  ~ Dana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Killed at the Whim of a Hat by Colin Cotterill 

 Set in rural southern Thailand, Cotterill’s 

new mystery is a promising start to a new series.  

The exotic locale and eccentric characters are tied 

together with a charming style and a terrific plot. 

 Crime reporter Jimm Juree of Chiang Mai 

becomes ex-crime reporter of Paknam when her 

mother decides to sell the family home and invest 

in a rundown beach resort far to the south.  The 

city girl thinks her life is over except for cleaning 

mackerel when the death of an abbot at a nearby 

monastery and the unearthing of two skeletons in a 

buried VW Microbus turn things around for her.  

 Cotterill’s breezy style seems perfect for 

Jimm Juree and the little resort community.  If you 

can’t wait for the next one, take a dip into his 

quite different series about Dr. Siri Paiboun, one 

the last doctors left in Laos after the communist 

takeover. ~ Ray  

Coming next month, the second in the series: 

 Grandad, There’s a Head on the Beach 

 

 

As the Crow Flies by Craig Johnson 

 Wedding planning is a pain in the neck. 

When you’re a middle aged, small town sheriff 

without a clue, it’s darn near impossible. So Walt 

Longmire welcomes the distraction of a murder 

investigation. It’s the perfect excuse for procrastina-

tion. Walt also has a personal interest in the case; 

he and Henry saw the victim fall from the cliff.   

 Johnson adds a new character to the gang, 

Lolo Long, the new tribal police chief, an Iraqi war 

veteran whose abrasive personality doesn’t quite 

match her bombshell name and good looks. She 

reluctantly accepts Walt as a mentor, and he grudgingly steps into 

the role.  It’s a fun relationship to watch.  

 The mystery itself is one of Johnson’s best (no snow-

storms) -  as compelling and quirky as fans have come to expect 

from this series.  Look for the new tv show, Longmire, on A&E in 

August. ~ Dana 

 

Hell is Empty by Craig Johnson 

 I read this series because I like the charac-

ters. They’re the kind of people I could invite over 

for a burger and a beer and not have to clean the 

house for. So I grew a bit uneasy around page 200 

when I realized that I hadn’t seen any of the gang 

besides Walt and Sancho. It turns out this is virtually 

a solo venture by the Sheriff, which was okay once I 

resigned myself to a novel without Henry. I even 

began to like the idea of Walt acting without his 

usual safety net.   

 After a prisoner transfer goes horribly 

wrong, several officers lie dead and it’s up to Walt 

to chase the bad guys into the mountains. A vicious 

blizzard and a concussion complicate matters, as 

does the ingenuity and ruthlessness of Longmire’s prey. This 

proves to be one of Walt’s most trying outings yet, and the con-

clusion is not as predictable as you might think. ~ Dana 
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Magician King by Lev Grossman 

 The Magicians was very good. Kind of a 

dark and grown-up Harry Potter meets an eerie 

and scary Narnia. If you haven’t read it, stop read-

ing this review and get to it. If you have, well, let’s 

just say you’re in for a treat. If you thought 

Grossman’s opening salvo was exciting, you ain’t 

seen nothing yet.  

 Magician King picks up two years after 

the events in The Magicians. Quentin and his 

friends are monarchs of Fillory, the magical land 

most people believe exists only in a series of popu-

lar kids’ books. The problem is, being both a king 

and a magician eliminates a lot of obstacles, and 

Quentin is bored. He needs a challenge, something 

noble and kinglike, a quest to put him in the history books. He 

finds more than he asks for, and drags Queen Julia with him. 

 In the first book, Grossman doesn’t spare the characters 

pain, and it is no different in the sequel. Lives are lost, worlds are 

destroyed, and happily-ever-after is not a guaranteed thing.  And 

it is in this that the suspense lies. Everyone is fair game, so I never 

knew what to expect. The plot rockets along a surprising path, 

and even Julia’s backstory carries its own momentum, as tense 

and astonishing as their current journey.  It’s rare that a sequel is 

better than the original, but it’s true here. So true. ~ Dana 

 

Children and Fire by Ursula Hegi 

 Many readers loved Hegi’s early novel 

Stones from the River. That book portrayed a 

small town in Germany and the growing influence 

of Nazism. This novel is also set in Burgdorf in a 

society that is educated, cultured, and compassion-

ate. The plot centers around a gifted teacher who 

eventually has to give up some of her own free-

doms to continue teaching. All of the characters - 

her beloved students, her mentor, and her family - 

represent different factions that have to, in their 

own ways, accommodate the new Hitler regime.  

 It’s great and possibly timely that Hegi 

has returned to Burgdorf to show us a democracy 

undermined by propaganda and hate. You don’t 

have to read Stones from the River to read this book, but you 

may feel compelled to. This would be an excellent choice for 

book clubs. ~ Dianne 

 

Afterwards by Rosamund Lupton 

 Our publisher rep told us we wouldn't be 

able to put this one down and she was right. I 

was actually happy to leave book club early be-

cause I had to finish it! They understood. Think of 

this story as a more mature, introspective homage 

to The Lovely Bones. It also has a lot more guts 

and angst. I'll try not to give too much away. A 

school is on fire and a mother rushes in to save 

her child. It appears that the fire has 

been intentionally started. So Lupton has written a 

compelling detective story that is wrapped in the 

arms of parental love. Just try and put it down. 

~ Dianne 

State of Wonder by Ann Patchett 

 One of the best things about Ann Patch-

ett’s books is that she can tell a very interesting 

humane story, but she’s not the least bit hesitant to 

throw in some excitement. This contemporary 

novel takes place in the Amazon basin, so I guess 

it’s not too difficult to throw in poisonous flora 

and fauna and a cannibalistic tribe of native peo-

ple. But at the heart of the story are Marina and 

Annick, two female physicians supposedly at odds, 

but very much alike too. 

 A pharmaceutical company has big bucks 

invested in R&D for a new fertility drug extracted 

from tree bark. When one of their own goes miss-

ing, Marina travels down to find out what hap-

pened. All of the characters’ relationships and motivations seem 

genuine, and the fact that their lives play out in such a dangerous 

place make the story that much more thrilling.  ~ Dianne 

 

Cain at Gettysburg by Ralph Peters 

 This is one of the best accounts of Gettys-

burg that I have ever read. It has the same intense 

descriptive power as Michael Shaara’s classic Killer 

Angels, yet is much broader in scope, covering 

multiple people and units as the battle unfolds.  

 The real genius of this book is how Peters 

takes us inside the thoughts of many critical leaders 

during that battle while also vividly showing us the 

lives of common soldiers and the small, close-knit 

units that came together at Gettysburg. Of particular 

importance to me is how Peters highlights General 

Meade, the often overlooked commander who was 

the first Union commander to defeat General Lee in 

a major battle.   

 Peters did his homework well. His book is full of histori-

cal fact, brilliantly probing into the thoughts of key generals based 

on post-battle writings, and woven together in a spellbinding 

story of fear, doubt, courage, dreams of glory and hopes of sur-

vival. This book is a must read for historians, war buffs, and any-

one who wants a riveting account into one of the most decisive 

moments in our American history.  ~ Joe H. (Customer) 

 

Silver Sparrow by Tayari Jones 

 The plot of Jones’s third novel is both 

wholly original and possibly all too common. Set in 

Atlanta in the 1980s, a bigamist supports two sepa-

rate families, one acknowledged, one secret. Each 

marriage produces a daughter who, unbeknownst 

to their parents, eventually become friends. I 

thought that I knew where this story was headed, 

but I didn’t anticipate the repercussions.  

 Told from the viewpoint of both adoles-

cent daughters, the plot keeps its quiet suspense in 

check until the end. I can easily recommend this 

book to older teens and their parents. There’s a 

domestic history here that needs to be acknowl-

edged and discussed. Fans of The Help will find 

much to like here. ~ Dianne 

 

 

$16.00 (-10%) 

416 pages 

Plume (PGN) 

9780452298019 

Due 5/29/12 

$15.00 (-10%) 

288 pages 

Scribner (SS) 

9781451608304 

Due 5/8/12 

$13.95 (-10%) 

368 pages 

Algonquin (WK) 

9781616201425 

Due 5/8/12 
$25.99 (-20%) 

304 pages 

Hyperion (HC) 

9781401340872 

Due 3/13/12 

$15.99 (-10%) 

384 pages 

Harper 

9780062049810 

Due 5/8/12 

$25.99 (-20%) 

429 pages 

Forge (MAC) 

9780765330475 

Available now 

FICTION 



LOCAL AUTHOR—  ELLEN AIRGOOD 

Midnight in Peking  by Paul French 

 Is there any place or life that did not get touched by either of the twentieth century’s 

World Wars? And that dark valley of the 1930s came with its own set of tensions and upheavals. This non-

fiction detective story is set in 1937 Peking. The Japanese are encircling the city, the Brits are trying hard to 

maintain their usual control and reserve, and the native Chinese are worried about destruction from sources 

both real and superstitious. Young British citizen Pamela Werner is found brutally murdered in a taboo sec-

tion of Peking. Both a Chinese and British detective are assigned to find her killer. The undercurrents of 

decadence, deceit, and black market crime are brought to the surface in their investigation. The author, a 

historian and expert on China, seems to understand the layered complexities of this time and place. Uncov-

ering the layers to find the killer makes this true crime story hard to put down. ~ Dianne 

NONFICTION 

Young Adult 
Drowned Cities by Paolo Bacigalupi 

 In this companion to his multiple-award-

winning novel, Ship Breaker, Bacigalupi once 

again puts his young protagonists in extremely 

dangerous circumstances. In a dark future, America 

is ravaged with constant civil wars. Mahila has lost 

her family and her right hand to the soldier boys, 

and her friend Mouse hasn’t fared much better. 

But they can count on each other, and that is 

enough. When they find a wounded, bio-

engineered half-man in the swamp outside their 

village, their decision to nurse him back to health 

puts all their lives in peril, and everything changes. 

 Bacigalupi is an incredible writer. I’ve 

read all his books, and each time I’m astounded at 

how well he amps up tension and pushes his characters to make 

impossible decisions. Amid all the action, he manages to sneak in 

environmental, ethical, and even political dilemmas for readers’ 

consideration. Hmm… suspenseful and thought-provoking? 

Sounds like a complete package to me.  (ages 14+) ~ Dana 

 

Hold Me Closer, Necromancer by Lish McBride 

    Sam is a college drop-out, flipping burgers to 

make rent, and skateboarding with friends for fun. 

He knows he needs to get off his butt, get moti-

vated and do something—anything—with his life. 

He doesn't know that his very existence is a threat 

to an extremely powerful and scary man named 

Douglas. Ironically, Sam's loser lifestyle has kept 

him safe, but all hell breaks loose when Douglas 

finds Sam, because he knows what Sam is capable 

of, even if Sam doesn’t.      This book is just plain 

fun. It's an exhilarating, adrenaline-fueled adventure 

filled with magic, shape-shifting and raising the 

dead. It's about discovering something about your-

self and rising to the demands of your new situa-

tion, because failure means death. Sam is smart and hilarious and 

brave, which makes him a perfect leading man. (ages 14+)  

~ Dana  

 

Ellen owns the West Bay Diner in Grand 

Marais. South of Superior is her debut novel, 

newly released in paperback. Prairie Evers is 

her first book for younger readers; it hits 

shelves May 24. 

 

South of Superior by Ellen Airgood 

  Both the weather and Lake Superior are 

characters in the lives of those of us who call the 

Upper Peninsula home. Airgood's characters are 

also impacted by the lake's seductive beauty. As 

you journey to the small town setting in this novel, 

you also journey into the everyday lives of its char-

acters with all of their human strengths and frail-

ties.  

 The story is fluid, the characters introspec-

tive, tough, and quirky, and the community mat-

ters. The quiet risks that the characters take rein-

force the notion of doing what's right for oneself 

and for others, even if it's difficult. This title is a 

welcome addition to our regional choices here at  

  Snowbound. ~ Dianne   

 

 

Prairie Evers by Ellen Airgood 

 This is my kind of book for middle school 

readers. There is a loving family, a strong female 

voice, the great outdoors, and an evolution of 

plot that is both kind and realistic. For practical 

reasons, Prairie is sent to public school after being 

homeschooled by her grandmother. She feels like 

her chickens: cooped up and subject to a pecking 

order that finds her at the bottom. The progres-

sion of the plot comes from her new (first!) friend 

Ivy, whose home life is difficult and secretive. Lov-

ing kindness and the dogged optimism of child-

hood carry the story to its conclusion.  

 Or should I say plateau? Because it would 

be great to stay involved with this child, her family, 

friends, and yes, even her chickens. There is a lesson here too: 

never take a rooster to school for show and tell. I think that Air-

good has created a book that fits nicely on the shelf with Ramona 

(Cleary), Ivy and Bean (Barrows), and Junie B. Jones (Park). It 

would be nice, Ellen, if we could watch Prairie grow up. Perhaps 

she could visit Grand Marais! A winner if I ever read one.  

(ages 8+) 

 ~ Dianne 
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