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Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver 

 One of the reasons that I've always en-

joyed Kingsolver's novels is that she isn't afraid to 

bring politics and/or the environment into the 

plot. Flight Behavior is no exception. Set on a 

sheep farm in contemporary Appalachia, the resi-

dents - most of whom are very set in their impov-

erished ways - find an inexplicable natural phe-

nomenon of extraordinary beauty and magnitude. 

How they choose to interpret this gift will decide 

their individual and collective futures.   

 Many readers will feel that a bias is hard-

wired into this story. It's true that science and na-

ture are given equal stage time with God and 

man's mastery over the earth. What I especially 

appreciated as the story unfolded is that the characters also have 

to adjust as they realize their own truths.  

 Kingsolver’s writing is confident and comfort-

ing. She  finds humor and dignity in everyday life. She has a folk-

sy way of revealing her astute interpretation of human nature 

and it's complexities. She also isn't afraid to sound the alarm and 

let us know what's at stake. She's written another novel for our 

times that I can highly recommend. ~ Dianne 

 

 

The Rook by Daniel O’Malley 

 This startlingly excellent debut novel 

opens with the main character standing in the 

rain, surrounded by dead bodies.  She has abso-

lutely no memory of anything that has come be-

fore. Then she reaches in her pocket and finds a 

letter—the first of many— from the pre-amnesia 

version of herself, explaining the twisted path of 

betrayal and malice that has led her to this mo-

ment.  

 It turns out she is a high ranking official 

in Her Majesty’s Supernatural Secret Service, and 

one of her coworkers has wiped her memory 

through nefarious means. She isn’t going to let 

him (or her) get away with it, so she steps back 

into her old life, determined to bluff her way through and discov-

er who the culprit is, and what he/she is hiding. Along the way, 

she just happens to defeat some odd and scary creatures and save 

the world.  

 This offbeat premise may turn off some readers. Boy, 

will they be sorry. The Rook is a clever, highly imaginative, twisty 

novel that is loads of fun. My advice is to clear your calendar. 

Just for a day or so. This book is an up-all-nighter, so it won’t 

take too much time, and it’s worth every sleepless night. ~ Dana 

 

Mandarin Gate by Eliot Pattison 

 With Mandarin Gate, Pattison gives us 

another wonderful mystery set in Tibet. Inspec-

tor Shan (of irrigation and sewer ditches) is the 

ex-gulag prisoner, ex-police detective formerly of 

Beijing, who is under the resentful protection of 

Colonel Tam in a remote township of Tibet.  

The gruesome murder of three people at an 

abandoned convent, followed closely by the 

suicide of his friend, propel Shan into a multi-

layered world of internment camps, criminal 

gangs, foreign journalists and local Tibetans strug-

gling to survive. 

 The mystery is as compelling as one 

could hope for it to be.  At times the portrayal of 

the brutality of the occupying Chinese toward the Tibetans seems 

like it must be exaggerated, but in a carefully worded author’s 

note, Pattison assures us that the conditions portrayed are based 

on fact. A sad thing indeed. The detailed asides describing Tibetan 

religion are alone worth the time you will spend with this mys-

tery. ~ Ray   

 

The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey 

 Alaska in the 1920s is a remote and 

rugged place that offers refuge for those seeking 

solitude from the rest of the world. For Jack and 

Mabel, it holds the promise of a new life, one 

free from the pitying stares of friends and family 

after the stillbirth of their child.  They hope they 

can work off their grief on their new homestead. 

But grief is a funny thing, and often wedges itself 

into the closest of relationships—an unwanted 

third wheel on a perfectly good two-wheeler.  

 So one night, on an unexpected evening 

of happiness, Jack and Mabel make a little girl 

out of snow, fine-featured and crowned with a 

hand-knit hat and scarf. In the morning, all are 

gone, as if the snow child just walked off into the woods. And so 

she has. Or are they losing their minds? 

 Mabel remembers an old Russian fairy tale her father 

used to read to her about a lonely, childless couple who bring to 

life a child made of snow. The similarities between the two are 

striking, but what rational person would believe such a thing?  It 

turns out that Faina, the snow child, is a pretty remarkable indi-

vidual, regardless of her origins. The author finds just the right 

balance between fairy tale and reality, which allows the reader to 

believe in a little of both, and that is in itself a magical thing.   

~ Dana 

 

 

$28.99 (-20%) 

448 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780062124265 

Due 11/6/12 

$14.99 (-10%) 

416 pages 

Hachette 

9780316175661 

Available now 

$25.99 (-20%) 

320 pages 

Minotaur (MAC) 

9780312656041 

Due 11/27/12 

$15.99 (-10%) 

489 pages 

Hachette 

9780316098809 

Available now 



Trivia related to books in this newsletter:  
 Chabon originally wrote Telegraph Avenue as a 90-minute TV pilot for TNT. 

The project didn’t get picked up and went on the shelf for seven years before 

he began reworking it as a novel. 

 The Churchill family motto is Fiel Pero Desdichado - Faithful but Unfortu-

nate.  

 Winston Churchill won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1953 

 The history of British intelligence organizations, engaged in foreign intelli-

gence collection and the interception of mail and messages, goes back at least 

to the second half of the 15th Century. Thomas Cromwell ran secret agents in 

Europe on behalf of Henry VIII.  

 The town of Bethel, Maine, holds the world record for the tallest snowman - 

a towering 122 feet, 1 inch.  

 There are about 100 billion neurons in the human brain, the same number of 

stars in our galaxy. 

 The slowest speed information travels in the brain is 260 mph, faster than the 

fastest-recorded supercar’s top speed of 253 mph. 

 Monarch butterflies journey from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, a 

distance of about 2,000 miles, and return to the north again in the spring.  

Telegraph Avenue by Michael Chabon 

 The main players of this story are Archie and Nat, owners of Brokeland Records, and their wives Gwen and 

Aviva, partners in a home-birthing business. Also appearing are assorted characters from the Telegraph Avenue neigh-

borhood, including Archie’s dad Luther Stallings, a blaxploitation film star looking for a comeback, and his leggy and 

lovely costar Valletta “Candygirl” Clark. Chandler Flowers, the funeral home owner and councilman with a murderous 

past, maintains a watchful and malevolent (?) eye on those around him. 

 Reading this book, you feel like you’re hanging out at the used vinyl store with Archie, Nat, and the very be-

loved Cochise Jones. It plays as a very loose and easy-going story - kind of like an independent film where you are just 

content to hang out with the characters, no need for car chases and explosions.  

Mild drama arrives early when ex-NFL star Gibson Goode makes plans to revive the Oakland, CA neighborhood by 

opening up a branch of his megastore Dogpile Records, causing much anxiety at the record store. Meanwhile, Gwen 

and Aviva face the consequences of a complicated home birth. Archie’s unacknowledged teenage son Titus also appears 

on the scene, changing the lives of everyone around him. The one-sided love relationship between Titus and Julius 

(Nat’s son) is at the heart of the story. 

I love Chabon’s writing style. Usually when I have to reread sentences, I get really, really cranky, but I find that I enjoy 

musing over Chabon’s sentences, trying to get the full flavor.  Even if I’m not getting all of the references, I’m almost always rewarded 

by his use of language.  

The characters are lovely, funny, and become good friends to the reader. While the story meanders early, the drama builds to 

a big ending with plenty of action and completion. ~ Lea 

FICTION 

$27.99 (-20%) 

468 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780061493348 

Available now 

YOUNG ADULT 
Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater 

 The cool thing about Stiefvater’s novels is that she always has a male and a female narrator, so the books 

appeal to both boys and girls. The other cool thing is that Maggie can write. She never dumbs down her narrative for 

younger audiences, and there’s always plenty of suspense to keep readers turning pages.   

 One of my favorite young adult novels last year was her Scorpio Races, a stunningly heartpounding tale of 

mythical horses and bravery. So I was really geeked when I saw she had a new book out.  And it’s a good one.   

 Blue Sargent is surrounded by psychics. While she doesn’t have the gift herself, she does have 

the ability to “boost” the powers of others. However, one night she has a vision that leads her to Gan-

sey, Adam, Ronan, and Noah, students at a posh boarding school in town who are haunted 

by ghosts of their own. The five begin a search for answers to ancient mysteries, and what 

they discover changes all their lives. The story is full of surprises - some dark and creepy, and 

others surprisingly beautiful - and the dialogue feels spot on.  It has a cliffhanger ending, and 

that’s one of my few complaints about the novel: that I have to wait a year for its sequel.  

(ages 14+) ~ Dana 

I can highly recommend Stiefvater’s earlier books:  

Scorpio Races,  the Shiver trilogy 

 

$18.99 (-10%) 

409 pages 

Scholastic 

9780545424929 

Available now 

BOOK SIGNING  

A Warm Winter Tail  

by Carrie Pearson 

December 1  

1-2 pm 

Do you ever wonder how animals 

stay warm in the winter? Well they 

wonder how humans do too! In a 

twist of perspective, wild creatures question if humans use 

the same winter adaptation strategies that they do. Do 

they cuddle together in a tree or fly south to Mexico? 

Take a look through an animal's eyes and discover the 

interesting ways that animals cope with the cold winter 

months in this rhythmic story.  Available in both hardcov-

er and paperback. Ages 4-8. 



Travels with Epicurus: A Journey to a Greek Island in 

Search of an Authentic Old Age by Daniel Klein 

 Have you reached an age where you 

discuss your bucket list? Are you pondering how 

to live the second half of your life? If so, Travels 

with Epicurus will be a nice addition to your li-

brary. It's one of those lovely little philosophy 

books that you can pull off the shelf, open to any 

page, and find a pearl of wisdom. 

 The current buzz about aging seems to 

be that it's all a matter of attitude. Stay young 

until the day you die. But does this frantic grasp 

on youth cheat us out of an important stage of 

life? Isn't there something to be said for accepting 

and enjoying our “old” age. Plastic surgery, dental 

implants, hormones, and those little blue pills - are 

these the answer? 

 Facing a year's worth of dental work to retain a youthful 

smile, the 73-year-old co-author of Plato and a Platypus Walk 

into a Bar decides instead to pack up his philosophy books and 

return to Greece, where old men are free to be old men. 

 Klein looks to the philosophy of Epicurus, who not be-

lieving in an afterlife, set out to live his one life cultivating happi-

ness and joy. Epicureanism is often confused with hedonism, but 

interestingly, he and his followers practiced living very simply and 

authentically with friendship and tranquility. This was the seat of 

true pleasure. 

Travels with Epicurus is a book without absolute answers 

of course, but the questions are important. I always enjoy getting 

a glimpse into other cultures to gain a better understanding of my 

own. My only remaining question? What were the Greek women 

doing while the men were playing cards in the taverna? I hope 

they were huddled around an outdoor table, drinking ouzo, shar-

ing stories, and enjoying being “old” women. ~ Lea 

 

The Last Lion: Winston Spencer Churchill, Defender of the 

Realm, 1940-1965 by William Manchester 

and Paul Reid 

 William Manchester died in 2004 with-

out completing his monumental three volume 

biography of Winston Churchill.  Before his 

death, he asked former Cox newspapers journal-

ist Reid to take over the task of completing the 

final book.  It has been a wait of almost 25 years 

to get the final 25 years of Churchill’s life, but is 

has been well worth it. 

 The heart of the volume and Churchill’s 

legacy to history is his performance during the 

darkest days of World War II, when Britain 

stood alone against Nazi Germany.  At times it 

seemed that only his will kept Britain in the war.  His role in the 

wartime coalition diminished as the Soviet Union and the United 

States exerted their considerable resources in the effort, but his 

enthusiasm and energy remained in top form.  In 1945, his Con-

servative party was thrown out of office, but he returned once 

more to be Prime Minister in 1951. 

Certainly one of the joys of reading this doorstopper is 

the wit and humor constantly on display as Churchill dealt with 

friends, foes and family. He may well be the most quotable per-

son of the twentieth century.  ~ Ray 

 

The Liberator by Alex Kershaw 

 Alex Kershaw has written a number of 

books on World War II that encapsulate the war 

through the experience of a small group of indi-

viduals. This book focuses on one man, Felix 

Sparks.  

 As a greenhorn second lieutenant, Sparks 

landed in Sicily in July of 1943.  He fought up the 

boot of Italy, then landed in the Anzio bridge-

head where his company was completely wiped 

out.  His unit was slotted to participate in the 

amphibious assault on southern France. He fought 

up through France to the doorstep of Germany 

where his battalion was decimated by an SS coun-

terattack.  Finally breaking into Germany, he and 

his troops were confronted by the horror of Dachau. 

 Kershaw's writing is clear and compelling but doesn't get 

in the way of the story of Felix Sparks. How can one endure the 

devastating inhumanity that war serves up day after day?  After 

more than a year and a half of carnage, did Col. Sparks indeed 

survive?  It seems like we have a lot of heroes in America today 

and the word seems to have been cheapened by excessive use. I 

don't think that Felix Sparks thinks of himself as a hero. 

 In July of 1945, after two Silver Stars and two Purple 

Hearts, he was assigned to oversea transport of GI's back home. 

He put himself on the list, sailed for the US, and showed up at his 

old base in El Paso.  When told that they did not have discharge 

papers for him, he said to let him know when they did and left 

for home. ~ Ray 

 

 

Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by Susannah Cahalan 

 Imagine… you are a successful young 

reporter for the New York Post, but in the blink 

of an eye you find yourself in a hospital doing 

your best Linda Blair impression. Okay, a slight 

exaggeration perhaps, but the mystery of the 

illness that befell Susannah Cahalan at just 24 

years of age stymied the doctors who were 

charged with her care. It started with what she 

thought was a bedbug bite, morphed into para-

noia and confusion, and ultimately left her suffer-

ing from seizures, hallucinations and catatonia.  

 Was this the sudden onset of schizophre-

nia, epilepsy, or an infection of the brain?  Medi-

cal tests were inconclusive. If she survived, would 

she be the same Susannah as before the illness? Cahalan’s memoir 

reminds us that life can change in an instant, and also of the im-

portance and good fortune of having the right doctor at the right 

time.  On a side note, we can also be very, very happy that we 

live in an age where MRIs and medications trump exorcism in the 

treatment of brain inflammation. ~ Lea 

NONFICTION 

$20.00 (-10%) 

164 pages 

Penguin 

9780143121930 

Available now 

$25.00 (-10%) 

288 pages 

Simon & Schuster 

9781451621372 

Due 11/13/12 

$40.00 (-10%) 

1182 pages 

Hachette 

9780316547703 

Available now 

$28.00 (-10%) 

433 pages 

Crown (RH) 

9780307887993 

Available now 



E-Readers 
Exciting changes coming to e-books on our website 

 

Soon after we redesigned our website this spring, Google announced that it was discontinuing all of its affiliate partnerships, which in-

cludes us. So the American Booksellers Association went on a quest for the best possible ebook alternative for independent bookstores 

and their customers. What they discovered is Kobo (an anagram for “book”), a company founded in Toronto that now has more than 

10 million registered users in 190 countries and one of the largest ebook stores in the world, with 3 million books, newspapers, and 

magazines, all competitively priced.   

 

Another cool thing is that we can now carry e-readers  at the store. We have two devices coming in November: the Kobo-glo, which is 

completely non-glare, even in the brightest sun, and the Kobo-mini. At just five ounces, it’s the world’s lightest full-featured e-reader.  

While Kobo is new to the US, it’s the reader of choice in many countries. In Canada, Kobos account for 46% of the e-reader market, 

almost double that of the nearest competitor. We’ve played with the Kobo-glo, and it’s a pretty cool gadget.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accessability: Kobo’s Read Freely philosophy supports an open platform and adoption of industry standards to ensure that people 

own the books they buy and are never locked to one device or service. Additionally, Kobo offers free eReading apps so people can 

read conveniently anytime, anyplace from a device they already own. With Kobo, consumers can easily browse and shop from the 

Snowbound website and automatically sync their library across most popular devices including iPad, iPhone, Android, Mac, PC, and 

smartphones, as well as all Kobo eReaders. 

 

What does all this mean for you?  If you’ve ordered ebooks from our website already, don’t worry, you’ll still be able to access 

your previous purchases.  Anyone ordering e-books after we make the switch will need to register with Kobo (the link will be on our 

website). It’s very easy and quite painless.   

 

We’re excited to offer our customers the full range of reading experiences - new, used, and electronic.  With our website, we can con-

tinue to be your neighborhood bookstore, no matter where you are, twenty-four hours a day.  

Small is a big deal. 

Kobo Glo is the best, even, adjustable,  
no-glare front-lit eReader. 

 Read comfortably any time of day.. 

snowboundbooks.com 

COMMUNITY READ 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s One Book, One Com-

munity read, Mountain of Crumbs by Elena Gorokhova. Whether you attend-

ed a book discussion, the movie, one of the presentations on food and archi-

tecture, or Elena’s visit, you helped make this year a success.  

 

In a whirlwind two days, Elena gave a radio interview with Stan Wright, talked to hundreds of 

English students, and then gave her keynote address to hundreds more people.  She was sweet 

and gracious, and very honored that we chose to read her book.  She answered the audience’s 

many questions with the insight and intelligence readers witnessed in the book. 

 

In her talk, Elena expanded on stories from her memoir, and then read a chapter for the upcom-

ing sequel (due next fall), which continues her journey into the US and explores her life in this 

new world.  

 

The OBOC committee is currently reading selections for next year. An announcement will be 

made in late winter/early spring.  


