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Round House by Louise Erdrich 

 Erdrich’s latest is a 

stunning chronicle of one 

devastating summer that 

forever divides a young 

man's life into Before and After. It's heartbreak-

ing, but not in the way you'd expect. The catalyst 

of events is a brutal attack on a Reservation 

woman. This is awful, but what really affected 

me was her son Joe’s struggle to process the 

change in his mother, and solve the mystery in 

order to bring her peace.     

 Erdrich’s mastery of the written word is 

obvious in her perceptive and compassionate 

portrayal of our teenage hero. She adroitly tack-

les huge concepts like racism, vengeance, puberty and friendship 

and balances Joe’s journey with funny (often hilarious) visits to 

neighboring friends and family, many of whom you’ll recognize 

from Plague of Doves. And if you haven’t read Plague yet, well, 

that’s just one more treat to look forward to. ~ Dana 

 

Chickadee by Louise Erdrich 

 A new book by Erdrich is always cause 

for celebration. Her oeuvre is telling us one large 

complicated story about the meeting of the Na-

tive People and the Europeans. Her children’s 

trilogy collectively called The Birchbark House 

tells us the other side of the Little House stories. 

These are tales of the Ojibwa people as they are 

pushed west ahead of the settlers.  

 Now along comes a little guy named 

Chickadee. He and his twin brother live with 

their extended family in the Lake of the Woods 

area of Minnesota. When the unthinkable hap-

pens and the brothers are separated, the family 

sets out on a quest into the Dakotas to find him. 

The gift of this story is the love and faith that binds the family as 

they vacillate between despair and hope. There are some very 

colorful characters along the way, French-Canadians, Metis 

(French and Native), priests, nuns, and of course the tribal mem-

bers who are all trying to keep what is important to them and 

adjust to losing so much. This endearing story fits right into the 

bigger picture that Louise is so skillfully weaving together.  

~ Dianne   

$16.99 (-10%) 

208 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780060577902 

Available now 

$27.99 (-20%) 

336 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780062065247 

Due 10/2/12 

Live by Night by Dennis Lehane  

 For me, having an unread Dennis 

Lehane book in the house is about as distracting 

as a fifth of whiskey is for an alcoholic. I can’t 

concentrate on anything. I feel it calling to me, 

“I’m here. Pick me up. Just one little chapter.” 

Nothing gets done.  So I’ve learned it’s best to 

simply give in, to abandon any pretense of self-

control and just leave the dishes in the sink and 

the laundry in the hamper. And, oh, the relief 

of freefalling into the arms of his storytelling, 

and not climbing back out until the last page.   

 Lehane’s latest is a companion to Giv-

en Day, his stunning historical novel set in 1918 

Boston. Live by Night begins almost a decade 

later, when the country is well into Prohibition, and the influ-

ence of bootleggers, rumrunners, and organized crime syndi-

cates extends into all levels of government. The novel follows 

Joe Coughlin, youngest son of an illustrious police captain, as 

he evolves from Boston street thug to Tampa crime boss. The 

momentum of the book echoes Joe’s rise, ebbing and flowing 

before reaching a velocity in the last hundred pages that’s 

damn near impossible to take a break from. Plan on at least 

one sleepless night.  

There’s a certain drive and freshness to Lehane’s 

work. He refuses to be pigeonholed into a single genre and 

writes wherever the muse takes him – mystery, 

suspense, short story, historical novel, television 

script (The Wire).  “Versatile” and “solid” come 

to mind, but many readers don’t appreciate 

how truly rare that talent is, or how difficult it is 

to maintain. Lehane challenges himself to ex-

plore new territory and I, for one, will happily 

follow him anywhere. ~ Dana 

 

$27.99 (-20%) 

416 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780060004873 

Due 10/2/12 

Mark your calendar 

For Downtown Marquette’s  

Annual  

Ladies’ Night 

November 14 



This Book is Full of Spiders: Seriously Dude, Don’t Touch it 

by David Wong 

 This is a sequel to the cult favorite John 

Dies at the End, and since it stars the same two 

characters, I’m not giving anything away when I 

say John is alive. The author is a big fat liar. Or at 

least was. This title is no joke – arachnophobics 

take note - this book really is bursting with creepy-

crawly, man-eating, soul-devouring spiders from 

another dimension.   

 In the town of [Undisclosed], David and 

John are the resident experts on weird shit, which 

doesn’t bode well for their neighbors. They may 

be the only ones in town who can see the current 

threat, but that doesn’t mean they have a clue how to stop it. 

  Each chapter heading is a countdown to a 

catastrophe (there are more than one), so I always knew disaster 

lurked in the upcoming pages. What I didn’t know (and couldn’t 

guess) was in what depraved and goofy manner the apocalypse 

would arrive. Or what depraved and goofy plan would help 

David and John survive.   

 For all the obliterated body parts and crass humor, this 

is, at heart, really a sweet book. Look through the goo, and there 

lies a wonderful story of friendship, loyalty, and romance (not 

between David and John). With its clever and 

devious plotting, this hilarious book is stay-up-all

-night awesome. Wong remains the funniest 

scary author I’ve read. Or the scariest funny au-

thor. Or both.  Enthusiastically, strenuously rec-

ommended.  ~ Dana 

 

 

 

 

A Working Theory of Love by Scott Hutchins  

 There's no place like San Francisco, and it 

is against this quirky and beautiful backdrop that 

36-year-old bachelor Neill Bassett struggles with 

the perplexing theories of life and love. Recogniz-

ing that his personal life is stagnant and his rela-

tionships hollow, Neill devotes his energy to his 

Silicon Valley job developing a sentient and intelli-

gent computer. This is where the story gets inter-

esting. Neill has been hired specifically to transfer 

his deceased father's journals into a computer pro-

gram that, if successful, will be able to process 

language and converse with humans. 

 For me, the beauty and the emotion of 

this story lie in the developing relationship be-

tween Neill and his deceased father. During online chats, unan-

swered questions bubble to the surface, the kinds of questions 

that are hard to ask and answer in everyday life. Both son and 

father seem to be seeking some kind of resolution, but is it real, 

or are the answers simply an amalgamation of everyone who 

comes into contact with the program? 

 As Neill begins to open up to his past, he also begins to 

assess his relationships which to date have been fairly shallow and 

unsuccessful. He's involved with several women in the story, and 

through some soul-searching begins to ferret out what is truly 

important to him.  This would be a good book club selection!  

 ~ Lea 

One Last Thing Before I Go by Jonathan Tropper 

 Tropper (author of This is Where I Leave 

You) has done it again. He has taken the topic of 

death and made it approachable and very funny. 

Our divorced protagonist lives in an apartment 

peopled mostly by men who have become irrele-

vant to their former families lives. He survives by 

playing the drums at weddings and collecting 

scant royalties from his band’s only hit, Rest in 

Pieces. He is estranged from his college bound 

daughter. Then he finds out that he has a fatal 

though potentially repairable heart defect. By 

refusing the surgery, he is confronting a serious 

modern dilemma. Is his life worth saving?  

 The dialogue and scenes are spot on. In 

fact, I felt like I was watching a movie of these characters’ lives. 

While you do laugh out loud (and read the funny bits to anyone 

within earshot), the larger feeling is one of tenderness, regret, 

and family. When customers want a funny book with some meat 

in it, Tropper is my go-to author.  This guy really gets death and, 

subsequently, has a great understanding of life. ~ Dianne 

 

The Twelve by Justin Cronin     

 Reading Cronin’s follow-up to The Pas-

sage is like walking through a hurricane. No, 

scratch that. Several hurricanes.  The pace roils 

then subsides, only to pick back up again, recede 

and come back stronger than ever. He’s one of 

those rare writers who forges huge, hard-core, 

chaotic action scenes as viscerally as he tenderly 

paints intimate close-up portraits. He is an author 

with astounding versatility. Seriously, this guy can 

write anything.  

 The Twelve – a reference to the original 

test subjects in The Passage – backtracks in time, 

to the onset of the outbreak, over-

lapping and expanding the story, 

fleshing it out in surprising and often remarkable 

ways. He winds it all down to a satisfying ending, 

yet sets up the final volume in the trilogy beauti-

fully. There’s enough left unfinished (or just be-

gan) that readers will be impatiently awaiting the 

next installment. So, so highly recommended. ~ 

Dana 

 

 

$28.00 (-20%) 

592 pages 

Ballantine (RH) 

9780345504982 

Due 10/16/12 

$25.99 (-20%) 

416 pages 

MacMillan 

9780312346342 

Due 10/2/12 

$25.95 (-20%) 

328 pages 

Penguin Press 

9781594205057 

Due 10/2/12 

FICTION 

$26.95 (-20%) 

336 pages 

Dutton (PGN) 

9780525952367 

Available now 

Did you know…. 

 You can rate and comment on 

your latest read on our website?  Just 

log in , find the book, and hit “comment.”   

It’s a great way to let others know your 

book club’s favorite selections. 

snowboundbooks.com 



FICTION 
Angel's Ink by Jocelynn Drake 

  Gage Powell has a successful tattoo par-

lor, friends, and even the potential for one of 

them to become something more. But on the 

night a dying woman visits the shop for a tattoo, 

Gage makes a well-intentioned modification to 

the ink that throws off the balance of his world 

and leaves him scrambling to correct his mistake. 

Old friends, new enemies, and a lot of magic later 

Gage finds himself a part of something bigger than 

he could have ever imagined. 

  Jocelynn Drake carves her own very 

original niche out of the urban fantasy genre with 

Angel's Ink. She has created well-rounded charac-

ters readers will root for, each with a rich, and 

often surprising, backstory to draw from in future sequels. Join 

Gage in a world where witches and warlocks have overpowered 

the human population and a little leprechaun hair in a tattoo can 

change your luck, and emerge having experienced creativity and 

characters anything but static. 

  Urban fantasy fans will enjoy this one, especially readers 

of Kim Harrison's The Hollows series. ~ Jesse N. (Customer) 

 

Sacre Bleu: A Comedy D’art by Christopher Moore 

 Christopher Moore is one curious dude. 

And I mean that in two ways: he’s intensely inquis-

itive about the world around him, and he’s, well, 

more than a little offbeat. In his past twelve novels 

his imagination ricocheted over subjects such as 

demons, King Lear, ancient sea monsters, vam-

pires, whales, and Jesus. Moore’s newest adven-

ture, inspired by Van Gogh’s “suicide,” is a romp  

through art history, concentrating on the libidinous 

Impressionists. (In fact, the audio version of this 

book would make a great drinking game. If you 

did a shot at every “bonk” you’d be drunk in no 

time.)   

 The Colorman and his Muse have been 

around since man first painted stick figures on cave walls, provid-

ing pigments of all hues. What keeps him alive, though, is ultra-

marine, the blue of Ancient Egypt, Michelangelo, and the robe of 

the Virgin Mary. It’s a rare and expensive color, made from 

ground lapis lazuli from the mountains of Afghanistan. As our 

Parisian painters soon realize, though, it’s costly in more ways 

than one. Over the centuries, many artists have ended up com-

pletely mad or dead from using the color. In a nefarious cycle, 

the Colorman furnishes the blue, the Muse inspires artists to use 

it, and artists become famous because of it, which makes them 

want more. Good art can be addictive.  

 I’d really like to see Moore do a serious novel. The re-

search that went into this book is astonishing, and he’s certainly 

intelligent enough to pull it off. I don’t know if his fans would 

stand for it, though. They expect 

Moore-like silliness. And they will 

not be disappointed on that front 

here.  ~ Dana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carry the One by Carol Anshaw 

 This contemporary novel has a lot of 

intelligence and kick. A car load of drunk/

drugged young adults leave a wedding reception 

and hit and kill a child on a dark road. They 

spend the rest of their lives “carrying the one”. 

How their guilt plays out throughout their lives 

makes this story tough, tender, and funny.  Funny 

is what makes this well written work real and 

compelling.  

 In fact, as I read about this family, I be-

gan to wonder which “one” is actually being 

carried. Even if you don’t have a tragic event in 

your past, you will probably be able to identify 

with the love that holds a family together, and 

can always potentially pull it apart. The book reminds me of an-

other favorite of mine, This is Where I Leave You by Jonathan 

Tropper. Family with all of its Crazy Love. I predict that this will 

be a big book for this author.  ~ Dianne 

 

The Blackhouse by Peter May 

 Edinburgh Detective Fin Macleod re-

turns to his boyhood home in Scotland's Outer 

Hebrides Islands to investigate a grisly murder. 

The Isle of Lewis is a remote island battered by 

menacing weather and inhabited by an insular 

community. Author Peter May provides a vivid 

backdrop to the story of Fin, a policeman who is 

fleeing a tragedy in his present life, only to find 

himself plunged into the haunting memories 

from his past.  

 The murders in the story are almost 

secondary to the absolutely captivating and un-

folding history of Fin's coming of age on the 

island. The story is taut and tense and full of 

unexpected revelations. A lot happens in this story, and I suspect 

that you will have trouble putting it down. This is the first book 

in the Lewis Trilogy, and I anxiously await the next one. ~ Lea 

 

Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend by Matthew Dicks 

 I didn’t know what to expect from this 

book. A memoir narrated by a little boy’s imagi-

nary friend Budo? Well, of course it’s fiction. But 

it’s also so believable I didn’t want the real boy 

to mature enough to make Budo disappear. And 

Max is different from many of the other chil-

dren. As they say nowadays, he is somewhere 

“on the spectrum.” So he needs his invisible com-

panion to talk with, for protection, for prompt-

ing on many of life’s irrational social graces, and, 

ultimately, to save him from the one person who 

thinks she alone is qualified to take care of him.  

 Readers who enjoyed and learned from 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 

will want to read this story. It does bring up the larger phenome-

non of imaginary friends. It seems that they play a vital role in 

maturation and cultural development. I’m thinking that if I need 

help navigating life’s changes that I may have to conjure up one 

for myself someday. A most enjoyable, unique read.  ~ Dianne 

$24.99 (-20%) 

314 pages 

St. Martins MAC 

9781250006219 

Available now 

$15.00 (-10%) 

288 pages 

Simon & Schuster 

9781451656930 

Due 10/23/12 

$16.99 (-20%) 

432 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780061779756 

Due 10/9/12 

$14.99 (-10%) 

368 pages 

Harper Voyager 

9780062117854 

Due 10/16/12 

$24.95 (-20%) 

368 pages 

Silveroak Pub.  

9781454901273 

Due 10/2/12 



FICTION 
Blasphemy: New and Selected Stories by Sherman Alexie  

 I’d like to think this world is ordered 

into two kinds of people: those who love Sher-

man Alexie’s writing, and those who haven’t read 

him yet.  If you’re in the latter category, let me 

tell you why you need to get out of it.  

 1. Alexie is fearless. He isn’t afraid to try 

new genres, tackle new projects (like stand-up 

comedy), or say exactly what’s on his mind. And 

what’s on his mind is the often awful and absurd 

realities of life, both on and off the Reservation.  

 2. He’s damn funny, and scarily intelli-

gent. He’ll make you cry and crack you up, usual-

ly in the same sentence. I first encountered his 

work in a college lit course and I can still remem-

ber how awed I felt at his originality. I’ve read almost all of his 

twenty books.  

 3. No rose-colored glasses for Sherman. He’s profound 

and profane, scathing and compassionate. He addresses stereo-

types and the status-quo with a frankness that challenges readers 

and thoroughly entertains them in the process. As an eerily astute 

observer of his fellow Americans, he acknowledges our faults and 

failings, and loves us anyway.  

 4. Did I mention how freakin’ funny the guy is? 

 So this is a collection of stories, from classics to new 

stuff. And, as with most collections, some are five-star flashes of 

brilliance, and a few aren’t. At his strongest, Alexie ranks with the 

best contemporary American authors, and even at his weakest, 

he’s not far off the list.  He’s one of our favorites here at SB.  

~ Dana   

Arcadia by Lauren Groff 

 Part of me wants to tell everyone about 

this novel, to walk around wearing a sandwich 

board and hand out copies to people on the street. 

I would tell anyone I encounter about what a rare 

book this is, how the language itself becomes al-

most a physical presence in your life, how the char-

acters break your heart with their idealism and all-

too-human fallibilities. I would explain that this 

book is astounding in its insight and understanding, 

and that it’s hard to believe such graceful writing 

can exist in a second novel.  I would reassure them 

that, no, you don’t have to know anything (or 

care) about living on a commune to understand 

the setting or the folks inhabiting it; Groff brings it 

all vividly to life.  

 The other part of me, the selfish part, wants to hold this 

book close, to dole it out only to those who will properly cher-

ish the experience, to hand it gently to someone and say, “Here, 

this is a wondrous thing. Take your time with it. Treat it right.”  

 I know I’m straying into hyperbole here. I know this 

isn’t a universal book in the way that, say, To Kill a Mockingbird 

is. Not everyone will love it. I know that. But some books strike 

a chord and resonate deep within the reader, and this one hit 

just the right note with me. I loved it, was emotionally wrecked 

for the last thirty pages, and still reeling days later.  I just realized 

I haven’t told you what Arcadia is about; I also just realized that 

it doesn’t really matter. This one is about the writing, not the 

plot, though that’s pretty amazing, too.   ~ Dana 

 

$27.00 (-20%) 

480 pages 

Grove 

9780802120397 

Due 10/02/12 

$15.99 (-10%) 

320 pages 

Hyperion (HC) 

9781401341909 

Due 10/2/12 

Jepp, Who Defied the Stars by Katherine Marsh 

 Back in the 16th century, folks often 

lived according to their charts - an astrological 

horoscope of sorts that read the stars and predict-

ed the course of their lives and loves. Favorable 

or not, these charts were accepted as Fate, the 

inevitable outcome of a person’s day of birth.   

 So when a well dressed man offers to 

take our narrator Jepp  away from the small 

country inn where he grew up and give him a 

new life, it seems like the thing to do. Unfortu-

nately, Jepp is trading a comfortable and loving 

life for one of spectacle and humiliation as a 

court jester.  He’s not a particularly funny fifteen 

year old, but he is a dwarf, and the nobility at 

Coudenberg Palace find this terribly amusing.  

 What follows after he leaves his mother’s inn is a jour-

ney of self-discovery—are we victims of Fate, or do we write our 

own destiny?  Well, that makes it sound boring.  How about if I 

told you there is a long voyage spent in a cage, a beautiful minia-

ture dancer, a master without a nose (he has a gold prosthetic), a 

drunken pet moose, an exciting scientific discovery, and an op-

portunity of a lifetime?   What if I said this novel was based on 

real people?   

 This is a well-written, vivid and engaging book. Marsh 

deftly immerses us into Jepp’s world, and brings the aristocrats, 

in all their rich and spoiled absurdity, to life.   Highly recom-

mended. ~ Dana    

 

Rebel Heart by Moira Young 

 This is definitely one of my top favorite 

teen books from 2012. I would put it in the cate-

gory of must-reads - along with Speak (Laurie 

Halse Anderson), Thirteen Reasons Why (Jay 

Asher), and Because I Am Furniture (Thalia Chalt-

as)  - for teens who are struggling to stand up for 

themselves and take charge of their life. 

  Sloane Price has been dragging the last 

six months since her sister left. Dragging right into 

her self-inflicted grave. The zombie apocalypse 

derails her plans, however, and she finds herself 

trapped in her high school with five other stu-

dents who are desperately trying to stay alive. 

  The conflict between those two funda-

mentally different life outlooks creates a tension so sickly sweet it 

hurts to read. But it's impossible to stop. Sloane's (and the oth-

ers') battles to their desired outcomes come together in a desper-

ate race that will have you leaving nail marks in the book's cover. 

(ages 14+) ~ Jesse N. (customer) 

  

 

First in the Dust Lands trilogy: Blood Red 

Road 

$17.99 (-10%) 

432 pages 

Simon & Schuster 

9781442430006 

Due 10/30/12 

$16.99 (-10%) 

400 pages 

Hyperion (HC) 

9781423135005 

Due 10/9/12 

KIDS / YOUNG ADULT 



NONFICTION 
Boom, Bust, Boom:  A Story about Copper, the Metal 

That Runs the World by Bill Carter 

 Carter’s story about copper centers on 

his hometown, the old mining town of Bisbee, 

Arizona, but he takes side trips to far flung plac-

es like Alaska and Indonesia to tell the full story 

of the copper mining industry. Full of entertain-

ing facts, this book is equal parts social history, 

mining-town history and environmental investi-

gation. It gets very personal for Carter when he 

finds the ground around his home in Bisbee is 

contaminated with double the acceptable levels 

of arsenic.   

 At times overly polemical, Carter does 

point out how dangerous mining operations can 

be to the environment and the workers. It’s something we 

should all be aware of here in Michigan, even though our once 

powerful copper industry is now mostly defunct. (Michigan only 

gets a small mention in the book.) Carter also makes it clear how 

dependent our civilization is on copper, essential to almost every 

human enterprise, leaving us with no choice than to do absolute-

ly the best we can to mine safely.  ~ Ray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking the Amazon by Ed Stafford 

 The subtitle of this book – 860 days, 

One Step at a Time – really matters. So you can 

count how many years it took this man to walk 

(not boat) the entire length of this great danger-

ous river. It’s the mosquito bites that are innu-

merable. It’s the amount of adrenalin needed to 

sustain his momentum that is immeasurable. And 

it’s the number of times he had to explain to the 

natives along the way that, no, he isn’t a logger 

or oil man and he is definitely not here to har-

vest organs from their children. Though many 

people did house, feed, and guide him along the 

way, the overall feeling is one of isolation and 

mistrust. Not to mention the soggy feet.   

 One of the things that makes this story com-

pelling is not how he did it, but why he felt the desire to. It is 

bold and audacious and naïve, but damn if he doesn’t pull it off. 

This would make a great gift for any adventurer in your life. I am 

certainly glad that I could experience it from my favorite chair.  

~ Dianne 

 

Black Count by Tom Reiss 

 What a story!  It’s like an Alexandre 

Dumas novel.  In fact, it’s a biography of the 

novelist’s father and parts of his story appear in 

the Count of Monte Cristo and The Three Mus-

keteers.   

 Alex Dumas was born in what is now 

Haiti to a black slave and a fugitive French aris-

tocrat. His father eventually sold Alex’s family 

but only pawned his son. When his father was 

restored to his position in France, he bought 

back his son, brought him to France and sent 

him to school. At the time, in the late 1700’s, 

equality and fraternity were in the air, and a 

young mulatto was able to enter society on a 

relatively equal footing to native born French. The young Mar-

quis Dumas was taught sword fighting by a leading expert of the 

time, and when the Revolution broke out he joined the army. 

His legendary feats eventually led to his promotion through the 

ranks to General in Napoleon’s army.  

This incredible story is supported by Alex Dumas’s pris-

on diary, battlefield reports, letters and Alexandre Dumas’s biog-

raphy of his father.  An incredible piece of narrative nonfiction, 

this stands as an outstanding example of how truth can be 

stranger than fiction. ~ Ray 

 

 

 

$27.00 (-10%) 

414 pages 

Crown (RH) 

9780307382467 

Available now 

$26.00 (-10%) 

288 pages 

Scribner (SS) 

9781439136447 

Due 10/16/12 

 Copper is so ductile (easily stretched) that 

a copper rod as thick as a finger can be 

stretched out thinner than a human hair. 

 Did you know that copper is one of the 

first metals that was known to the stone 

age man? Gold came about much later, 

only around 4000 BC.  

 When the Pantheon was built two thou-

sand years ago in Rome, it was roofed 

with copper. 

Trivia related to books  
in this newsletter:  

 Studies have shown that you are never more than 10 

feet away from a spider; one estimates puts you as 

close as 3 ft.  

 Rum-running means smuggling booze over water. 

Bootlegging means smuggling it over land. 

 According to one study, by the age of seven, 65% of 

children report that they have had an imaginary 

friend at some point in their lives. 

 The Isle of Lewis in Scotland’s Outer Hebrides is 

home to many famous archeological sites, including 

the Neolithic Callanish Stones, which predate the 

Egyptian pyramids. 

 Impressionist painter Henri Toulouse-Lautrec died at 

his family estate from complications induced by alco-

hol and syphilis, just three short months shy of his 

37th birthday. 

 Over 90% of the animal species in the Amazon basin 

are insects.  A single square mile of rainforest houses 

approximately 50,000 insect species. 

 There are currently over 100 communes in New York 

State. 

 Legend has it that astronomer Tycho Brahe had an 

affair with Queen Sophie of Denmark, and that ru-

mors of their relationship reached Shakespeare’s ears, 

inspiring Hamlet.  

$16.00 (-10%) 

319 pages 

Plume (PGN) 

9780452298262 

Available now 



EVENTS 

 

Community Read 
 

 
A Mountain of Crumbs  by Elena Gorokhova  

 

 

“Mountain of Crumbs vividly, devastatingly conveys what it was like 

growing up in the shabby disillusion of the Brezhnev-era Soviet Union - 

and almost swooningly indulges the nostalgia for place and landscape 

that's seemingly steeped into every Russian soul.”  ~ Ben Dickinson, ELLE 

 

AUTHOR VISIT:  

OCTOBER 25 

 7:00 p.m. in NMU’s Great Lakes Rooms 

 

 

The Snowbound website has our full review and a downloadable discussion guide.  For the history of 

the One Book, One Community program, go to www.nmu.edu/onebookmqt.  

 

 

OTHER EVENTS: 

 October 11: A Taste of Russia presentation by Masha Korokhova, PWPL 7:00 p.m. 

 October 17: Book Discussion here at Snowbound, 7:30 p.m. 

 October 18: Russian Architecture presentation by Dinara Fisher, NMU Explorer Room, 6:00 

2012 

Saturday, October 13 
2:00—4:00 p.m. 

 

Quarantine by John Smolens  

 The year is 1796, and a trading ship arrives in the vibrant trading town of Newburyport, Massachusetts. But it's a ghost 

ship--her entire crew has been decimated by a virulent fever which sweeps through the harbor town, and Newburyport's resi-

dents start to fall ill and die with alarming haste. Something has to be done to stop the virus from spreading further. When physi-

cian Giles Wiggins places the port under quarantine, he earns the ire of his shipbuilder half-brother, the wealthy and powerful 

Enoch Sumner, and their eccentric mother, Miranda. Defiantly, Giles sets up a pest-house, where the afflicted might be cared for 

and separated from the rest of the populace in an attempt to contain the epidemic.  

 As the seaport descends into panic, religious fervor, and mob rule, bizarre occurrences ensue: the harbor-

master’s family falls victim to the fever, except for his son, Leander Hatch, who is taken in at the Sumner mansion 

and a young woman, Marie Montpelier, is fished out of the Merrimac River barely clinging to life, causing Giles and 

Enoch who is convinced she’s the expatriate daughter of the French king to vie for her attentions--all while medical 

supplies are pillaged by a black marketer from Boston. As the epidemic grows, fear, greed, and unhinged obsession 

threaten the Sumner family and the future of Newburyport itself.  

 

Just released in paperback: Schoolmaster’s Daughter, a novel of the Revolutionary War 
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