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Burial Rites by Hannah Kent 

 “They said that I stole the breath from 

men, and now they must steal mine.” And so be-

gins the tale of Agnes Magnúsdóttir, a servant 

accused of brutally murdering two men, one being 

the master of the house in which she works. The 

year is 1828, and Agnes is to be transferred to an 

isolated farm in northern Iceland where she will 

await execution. Jón Jónssón and his wife Margrét 

have begrudgingly agreed to house the prisoner, 

where she will toil until her death.  

 The beauty of this story is in the humani-

ty of the unfolding relationships between Agnes 

and those who get to know her.  She is visited by 

a young reverend tasked with seeing that she dies 

a Christian death, and her story unfolds through these weekly 

visits.   

 Hannah Kent paints a stark portrait of the inhospitable 

winter landscape of rural Iceland, and gives us a fascinating look 

at the role of the religious leaders and community elders of the 

time. This would be a great winter read, as the setting could just 

as easily be early 19th century Upper Peninsula. The weather is 

brutal, survival isn’t guaranteed for the struggling farmers, and on 

top of that, the family must hunker down with a mysterious mur-

deress in their home.  

Based on a true story, this suspenseful and beautifully 

written novel will keep you captivated until the very end. Spoiler 

alert, do not read the book jacket if you don’t want to know 

Agnes’ fate. I read it without knowing, which I found preferable. 

Highly recommend. ~ Lea 

 

Bellman & Black by Diane Setterfield 

 Dana and I have hand-sold dozens of 

copies of Setterfield’s previous novel The Thir-

teenth Tale, a compelling British gothic story. 

Now comes her next tale, a ghost story set in the 

early 1800s England. Bellman is a brilliant young 

man who has a head for business (the garment 

industry) and a very obsessive work ethic. He 

opens a macabre business: an Emporium for 

Death, where one can find anything one needs 

for the stages of mourning. (It’s proving hard to 

not give anything away already.)  

 His constant companion throughout life 

is a rook. These are the UK equivalent of ravens. 

They are smart, capable, and have a very long 

memory. Suffice it to say that the book is very hard to put down 

and that the story leaves you guessing the entire time. Written 

with great imagination and pacing and with a great reverence for 

corvids, this unique tale is perfect for this time of year. ~ Dianne 

Tatiana by Martin Cruz Smith 

 Over thirty years ago Martin Cruz Smith 

introduced Arkady Renko in the novel Gorky 

Park.  At the time he was a chief investigator for 

the Soviet Militsiya in Moscow.  Since then he has 

seen the fall of the Soviet Union and become 

involved in solving murders on a factory fishing 

ship in the Pacific, in Berlin, in Havana and at the 

destroyed nuclear power plant at Chernobyl. 

Now he is back in Moscow.  

 Tatiana Petrovna, a fearless and feared 

investigative reporter has fallen to her death from 

her sixth floor apartment.  What begins as a 

search for her missing body at the morgue leads 

Renko deeper and deeper into the tangled affairs 

of Moscow’s organized crime syndicates.  A notebook has turned 

up in Tatiana’s belongings that appears to have an indecipherable 

code made up of little drawings, a code used by translators to 

prompt their memory, a code that depends on the personal 

memories of the maker.  

 This is Moscow noir with a thriller twist.  Dark, poorly lit streets 

and decrepit Soviet era apartment buildings are an appropriate 

backdrop for the well worn Renko.  For me he is the reason to 

read this mystery.  Well past his prime, not very popular at head-

quarters, he easily empathizes with the down and out. Tenacious 

to a fault and willing to go anywhere for the truth, Renko is the 

star with a strong supporting cast.  Terse prose and a depressing 

exotic locale make this a winner. ~ Ray   

 

The Rosie Project by Graeme C. Simsion 

 What is the formula for a good relation-

ship? Genetics Professor Don Tillman is hoping to 

solve this age-old question with his development 

of the “Wife Project.” Brilliant, yet oblivious to 

social customs, Dr. Tillman creates a 16-page 

questionnaire to improve his chances of finding a 

suitable mate, or for that matter, of getting a 

second date.  Enter Rosie, a carefree young 

woman searching for the identity of her father, 

causing Tillman’s world to spin off its axis. 

 Observing life and love from the per-

spective of someone so completely unemotional 

and unsentimental was humorous, and seeing 

Professor Tillman step out of his comfort zone 

and open up to the world around him was rewarding.  I couldn’t 

help but think of Sheldon Cooper from Big Bang Theory as I read 

this novel. Place him in a romantic comedy with Jennifer Law-

rence’s character from The Silver Linings Playbook  and this is 

what you get in The Rosie Project.  ~ Lea 
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The Night Guest by Fiona McFarlane 

 This suspenseful debut novel is set on an 

isolated section of Australian coastline, where 

recently widowed Ruth is finding that life is be-

coming more complicated. For example, she 

knows that the tiger prowling in her home at 

night can’t possibly be real, but then again… For-

tunately, a government caregiver shows up on 

her doorstep, ready to assist Ruth in her daily 

tasks.  

 The story is heavy with psychological 

tension, and I didn’t know if I should be more 

afraid of the tiger or the caregiver. As Ruth ages, 

she finds herself reminiscing more and more about 

her childhood in Fiji where she was the daughter 

of a missionary and the young doctor who worked for her father. 

This is a serious and scary tale which addresses themes of aging, 

independence and isolation. ~ Lea 

 

The Signature of All Things by Elizabeth Gilbert 

 As I haven’t read Eat, Pray, Love, Gilbert 

is a new author for me. I picked this novel up 

because it has gorgeous botanical illustrations on 

the endpapers and is about a woman botanist 

doing research ahead of her time. Of all of the 

plants available to Alma Whittaker in the early 

1800s, mosses become the plant she chooses to 

study. The slow growth pattern of these tiny 

plants might make the reader think “boring!” but 

this story is anything but.  

 The availability of optical instruments, 

the increased reliance on trade between countries, 

and the leisure time provided by wealth make this 

an exciting time to become a scientist. The histori-

cal content is fascinating as people all over the world start inter-

acting and re-evaluating their place and role on the planet. Alma 

takes some big chances and consequently helps to change the 

world and the lives of many around her. 

 The pacing of this novel seemed perfect to me. The writ-

ing, especially the dialogue, rang true to the period. For readers 

of Ann Patchett or Barbara Kingsolver, this novel is a must. I 

couldn’t put it down. Highly recommended. ~ Dianne 

 

 

Blasphemy: New and Selected Stories by Sherman Alexie  

 I’d like to think this world is ordered 

into two kinds of people: those who love Sher-

man Alexie’s writing, and those who haven’t read 

him yet.  If you’re in the latter category, let me 

tell you why you need to get out of it.  

 1. Alexie is fearless. He isn’t afraid to try 

new genres, tackle new projects (like stand-up 

comedy), or say exactly what’s on his mind. And 

what’s on his mind is the often awful and absurd 

realities of life, both on and off the Reservation.  

 2. He’s damn funny, and scarily intelli-

gent. He’ll make you cry and crack you up, usual-

ly in the same sentence. I first encountered his 

work in a college lit course and I can still remem-

ber how awed I felt at his originality. I’ve read ten of his books.  

 3. No rose-colored glasses for Sherman. He’s profound 

and profane, scathing and compassionate. He addresses stereo-

types and the status-quo with a frankness that challenges readers 

and thoroughly entertains them in the process. As an eerily astute 

observer of his fellow Americans, he acknowledges our faults and 

failings, and loves us anyway.  

 4. Did I mention how freakin’ funny the guy is? 

 So this is a collection of stories, from classics to new 

stuff. And, as with most collections, some are five-star flashes of 

brilliance, and a few aren’t. At his strongest, Alexie ranks with the 

best contemporary American authors, and even at his 

weakest, he’s not far off the list.  He’s one of 

our favorites here at SB. Seriously, we 

should have t-shirts made.~ Dana   
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LAUGHING WHITEFISH  

By Robert Traver (John D. Voelker) 
 

November 6,  7:00 p.m. 

At the Marquette Regional History Center 

 

Read the book, join the discussion. The Marquette Regional History Center is hosting a 

book discussion featuring a distinguished panel of Voelker experts, including:  

 G.G. Gordon—former Federal prosecutor 

 Frank Parker—Professor, Boston College; Voelker biographer 

 Dr. Stephen Peters—Voelker Papers Archivist at NMU 

 Richard VanderVeen—President of the John D. Voelker Foundation 

 Moderator—Dianne Patrick of Snowbound Books 

 

Suggested $5 donation for the event 
145 W. Spring St. 



This Book is Full of Spiders: Seriously Dude, Don’t Touch it  

   by David Wong 

 This is a sequel to the cult favorite John 

Dies at the End, and since it stars the same two 

characters, I’m not giving anything away when I 

say John is alive. The author is a big fat liar. Or at 

least was. This title is no joke—arachnophobics 

take note—this book really is bursting with creepy-

crawly, man-eating, soul-devouring spiders from 

another dimension.   

 In the town of [Undisclosed], David and 

John are the resident experts on weird shit, which 

doesn’t bode well for their neighbors. They may 

be the only ones in town who can see the current 

threat, but that doesn’t mean they have a clue 

how to stop it. 

  Each chapter heading is a countdown to a 

catastrophe (there are more than one), so I always knew disaster 

lurked in the upcoming pages. What I didn’t know (and couldn’t 

guess) was in what depraved and goofy manner the apocalypse 

would arrive. Or what depraved and goofy plan would help 

David and John survive.   

 For all the obliterated body parts and crass humor, this 

is, at heart, really a sweet book. Look through the 

goo, and there lies a wonderful story of friend-

ship, loyalty, and romance (not between David 

and John). With its clever and devious plotting, 

this hilarious book is stay-up-all-night awesome. 

Wong remains the funniest scary author I’ve 

read. Or the scariest funny author. Or both.  

Enthusiastically, strenuously recommended.  

~ Dana 

 

Parlor Games by Maryka Biaggio 
 What a surprise to find out that the 

“most dangerous woman in the world” hailed 

from Menominee, Michigan! UP native May Du-

gas earned this moniker from the Pinkerton Detec-

tive Agency at the turn of the 20th century as she 

traveled around the world seducing men of class 

and distinction. 
 This novel begins in Menominee on Jan-

uary 22, 1917 at a civil trial accusing May of swin-

dling her dear friend out of an inherited fortune. 

May vehemently disputes the charges and her trial 

makes national headlines. This fictionalized ac-

count is a fascinating and well-written story which 

alternates between scenes from May's trial and 

chapters describing her exploits as a young woman determined to 

live a life of luxury.  

 After leaving Michigan at eighteen to support her moth-

er and brothers, May – a stunning beauty – worked in a Chicago 

brothel and eventually married a Dutch Baron. Along the way, 

she was hounded by a detective from the Pinkerton Agency, who 

continually foiled her efforts to find love and happiness. 

 Parlor Games is based on an original pamphlet entitled 

the “Life of May Dugas of Menominee.” In researching the story, 

author Maryka Biaggio relied on newspaper accounts of May's 

trial as well as interviews with Menominee-area resident and May 

Dugas expert Janet Callow. A very enjoyable and improbable UP 

story. ~ Lea 

Death of Bees by Lisa O’Donnell 

Today is Christmas Eve. Today is my birthday. 

Today I am fifteen. Today I buried my parents in 

the backyard. Neither of them were beloved. 

 I was hooked from the above pro-

logue, and this book holds up to its opening 

promise. I don’t want to reveal too much of the 

plot, so that you can just sit back and enjoy this 

debut novel as it unfolds.  

 Marnie and Nelly are two sisters living 

in a gritty Glasgow neighborhood trying to stay 

together after their parents’ death. Marnie is in 

many ways older than her years, but would love 

nothing more than to just be a teenager.  The 

younger sister is an odd duck who loves to speak 

in the Queen’s English. Their one friend is the next door neigh-

bor, a gay man who has been ostracized by the community. This 

book is gritty, darkly hilarious, and quirky. It’s a beautiful book 

about the loyalty of sisters and friends. It’s the first book on my 

top-ten list for 2013. ~ Lea 

 

Newsflash 
 

The Starz television network has begun filming 

Diana Gabaldon’s Outlander series. The show is 

set to air in 2014.  

 

Caitriona Balfe and Sam Heughan will star as 

Claire and Jamie. Tobias Menzies will play both 

Frank Randall and Captain Jack Randall.  Here 

are their photos—what do you think? Chime in 

on our Facebook page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In the meantime, the next book 

in the series, Written in My 

Own Heart’s Blood, is coming 

out on March 25. Reserve 

yours today to make sure you 

get a copy on the release date. 
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The Heart of Everything That Is:: The Untold Story of Red 

Cloud, An American Legend by Bob Drury and Tom Clavin 

        Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse led the Sioux to 

a spectacular victory against Custer’s cavalry at the 

Little Big Horn but they lost the war.  Ten years 

before that event, Red Cloud led the Sioux and its 

allies to a similar victory and actually won the 

war, forcing the United States government to sue 

for peace in the conflict named for him, Red 

Cloud’s War. 

        This is an evocative narrative of the denoue-

ment in the three hundred year struggle between 

Native Americans and settlers of European de-

scent.  Red Cloud rose from humble beginnings to 

become a powerful military commander who 

successfully united the bands and tribes of the 

High Plains to resist the inevitable destruction of their way of life. 

        It amazes me that Red Cloud is largely forgotten today.  His 

spectacular victory put him on the front page of newspapers all 

over the country.  He later visited Washington D.C., met the 

leaders of the country, viewed the arsenals and shipyards of the 

white man, and realized that the Native American cause was 

hopeless.   Red Cloud said, “The white man made me a lot of 

promises, and they only kept one.  They promised to take my 

land, and they took it.” ~ Ray  

 

The Liberator by Alex Kershaw 

 Alex Kershaw has written a number of 

books on World War II that encapsulate the war 

through the experience of a small group of indi-

viduals. This book focuses on one man, Felix 

Sparks.  

 As a greenhorn second lieutenant, Sparks 

landed in Sicily in July of 1943.  He fought up the 

boot of Italy, then landed in the Anzio bridgehead 

where his company was completely wiped out.  

His unit was slotted to participate in the amphibi-

ous assault on southern France. He fought up 

through France to the doorstep of Germany where 

his battalion was decimated by an SS counterat-

tack.  Finally breaking into Germany, he and his 

troops were confronted by the horror of Dachau. 

 Kershaw's writing is clear and compelling but doesn't get 

in the way of the story of Felix Sparks. How can one endure the 

devastating inhumanity that war serves up day after day?  After 

more than a year and a half of carnage, did Col. Sparks indeed 

survive?  It seems like we have a lot of heroes in America today 

and the word seems to have been cheapened by excessive use. I 

don't think that Felix Sparks thinks of himself as a hero. 

 In July of 1945, after two Silver Stars and two Purple 

Hearts, he was assigned to oversee transport of GI's back home. 

He put himself on the list, sailed for the US, and showed up at his 

old base in El Paso.  When told that they did not have discharge 

papers for him, he said to let him know when they did and left 

for home.  ~ Ray 

 

 

 

Dear Lupin: Letters to a Wayward Son  

 by Roger Mortimer and Charlie Mortimer 

 Hilarious! There is something to be said 

for the lost art of letter writing, and I can’t think 

of a more brilliant model than Roger Mortimer’s 

letters to his less-than-ambitious son Charlie. The 

format generally includes one or more of the fol-

lowing: scold son for lack of ambition and poor 

grooming, report on mother’s (Nidnod’s) drink-

ing, detail pets’ bowel habits, lament dwindling 

bank account, and recount random gruesome 

tragedies, all with equal emphasis.  

 In his inimitable British style, Mortimer’s 

letters will leave you in stitches while ultimately 

revealing a father’s deep and abiding love for his 

son. Highly recommend. ~ Lea 

 

Detroit: An American Autopsy by Charlie Leduff 

 According to his website, Leduff has 

done it all: covered the war in Iraq, worked as a 

baker in Denmark, lived in a treehouse in Alaska, 

and slept on the Great Wall of China. He’s an 

award-winning journalist and TV personality. So 

it interests me that he chooses to write about his 

hometown of Detroit. Granted, Detroit has had 

its share of drama over the past few decades. 

From its heyday as the richest city in America to 

declaring bankruptcy earlier this year, the city is 

an author’s dream of source material: corruption, 

sex, drugs, violence, poverty, perseverance, and 

hope.  

 But Leduff loves his hometown and, 

more importantly, the people who still live there. And he talks to 

them all—from political schemers to firefighters, from gang mem-

bers to a woman who lost all of her children to violence.  Inter-

woven is the story of his family, each of them emblematic in 

some way of the city itself.  The result of these conversations is a 

fascinating, multi-faceted look at this once thriving city.  

 This is up-front, in-your-face journalism.  Charlie is pissed 

off, and he makes no effort to hide his feelings. The book has the 

feel of a Chandler novel, the attitude and black humor of Hunter 

S. Thompson. It is extremely compelling. You don’t have to be 

from southeast Michigan to find something of value here.  In one 

way or another, every American has been touched by Detroit’s 

legacy. 

 Contrary to the subtitle, this is not a post-mortem. I 

would say it more of a preemptive eulogy, the kind of obituary 

written before the actual death to be modified once the heart 

stops beating. And the feeling I got at the end of this book is that 

there is still life in Detroit. It will take some work and maybe a 

miracle to pull it back from the brink, but I think Leduff still holds 

out hope that the ending of his eulogy can be rewritten.  ~ Dana
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Dirty Wars by Jeremy Scahill 

 Jeremy Scahill’s Dirty Wars is a scathing 

narrative documenting the rise of US assassination 

policy, posing this relatively recent development 

as a turning point in US foreign policy and behav-

ior.  With first-hand sources ranging from Colin 

Powell’s chief-of-staff Lawrence Wilkerson to for-

mer Yemeni president Ali Abdullah Saleh, Scahill 

deftly details the Bush administration’s implemen-

tation of assassination policy, how it was market-

ed (remember the playing cards bearing images of 

high-value targets’ smiling faces packaged and dis-

tributed not only to soldiers but to the American 

public?), and the Obama administration’s continu-

ation and, in most cases, exacerbation of these 

policies.  

 He puts perspective on the scope of US in-

volvement abroad, shedding light on what have become unde-

clared, secret wars in Pakistan, Somalia, Yemen and elsewhere. 

Logically, the outcome of this type of aggressive behavior is blow-

back, and therefore a perpetuation of this behavior is necessary to 

foil attack threats.  

 As Scahill points out, the mantra that ‘the world is a 

battlefield’ is a feedback loop where paranoia leads to increased 

aggression abroad which leads to harsher blowback and thus ever

-increasing paranoia. Most encouraging (if you’d call it that) is the 

first-hand testimony of former US intelligence and military per-

sonnel who find US behavior post-9/11 as egregious as many do 

on the civilian side. Dirty Wars will prove invaluable for any 

reader curious as to why the world looks as it does and how 

we’ve gotten here. It may act as an indictment against imperialism 

or a warning to future policy makers, either way it is an indispen-

sable history of the ‘War on Terror.’ ~ Michael 

The Last Lion: Winston Spencer Churchill, Defender of the 

Realm, 1940-1965 by William Manchester and Paul Reid 

 William Manchester died in 2004 with-

out completing his monumental three volume 

biography of Winston Churchill.  Before his 

death, he asked former Cox newspapers journal-

ist Reid to take over the task of completing the 

final book.  It has been a wait of almost 25 years 

to get the final 25 years of Churchill’s life, but is 

has been well worth it. 

 The heart of the volume and Churchill’s 

legacy to history is his performance during the 

darkest days of World War II, when Britain stood 

alone against Nazi Germany.  At times it seemed 

that only his will kept Britain in the war.  His 

role in the wartime coalition diminished as the 

Soviet Union and the United States exerted their considerable 

resources in the effort, but his enthusiasm and energy remained in 

top form.  In 1945, his Conservative party was thrown out of 

office, but he returned once 

more to be Prime Minister in 

1951. 

Certainly one of the 

joys of reading this doorstop-

per is the wit and humor con-

stantly on display as Churchill 

dealt with friends, foes and 

family. He may well be the 

most quotable person of the 

twentieth century.  ~ Ray 
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ANNUAL LOCAL AUTHOR DAY 

Saturday  

December 14   

2-4 

 

Matt Bell—NMU Professor and novelist 

John Gubbins—Ishpeming novelist 

Tyler Tichelaar—Marquette native & novelist 

 

Gretchen Preston—children’s author 

Mike Carriere—Negaunee novelist 

Daniel Fountain—Historian 

 

 

 

 

   And joining us as guest bookseller,  

   Children’s author Carrie Pearson 

 



Not a Drop to Drink by Mindy McGinnis 

 I admit that the plethora of young adult 

dystopian literature does chip away at my usual 

optimistic self. But I still find myself reaching for it 

because I want to find out what is on the minds of 

our youth. As the title implies, this compelling 

novel speaks to water shortages, rationing, and 

survival.  

 A mother/daughter pair are holed up in 

their rural home. They have become very adept at 

protecting their little pond. As people leave the 

city to attempt surviving in nature, they are forced 

to decide who they should help and trust. Told in 

a very straight forward pragmatic manner, this 

book helped me focus some of my ideas about 

water conservation and access.  A topic that is sure to come to the 

forefront in our lifetime, this story needs to be told. Highly rec-

ommended. (ages 14+) ~Dianne  

 

Necromancing the Stone by Lish McBride 

 [Sequel to Hold Me Closer, Necro-

mancer] In the space of a few short months, Sam 

has been held hostage by a very mean necro-

mancer, discovered he can control the dead, fallen 

in love, defeated his nemesis, and inherited an 

estate.  It’s a lot to take in. To top it all off, his 

new house is protected by psychotic garden 

gnomes, aggressive topiary and a brawny Mino-

taur that aren’t too fond of him.  But he has his 

friends (who are very forgiving over that last ad-

venture, which turned one of them into a ghost 

and the other into a werebear), his girlfriend, Brid, 

and a pretty slick new half-pipe in the front yard.  

Life is finally settling down. 

 But of course it’s not. Something is stirring, and 

pretty soon, Sam’s life – and everyone else’s – is in jeopardy. Big 

problems, but at least he’s not completely clueless this time 

around. He’s learning what he’s capable of, and he’s capable of a 

lot.  Filled with characters and creatures worthy of Christopher 

Moore and dialogue reminiscent of Joss Whedon (Buffy), this is a 

tense, cheerfully scary book that kept me entertained from start 

to finish.  This one goes on the “keeper” shelf. (ages 14+) ~ Dana   

 

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

 Willow Chance is a twelve year old geni-

us who has a deep understanding and respect for 

science and foreign languages. When her domestic 

life comes apart, she tries her best to use her 

smarts to overcome the “worst thing”.  

 The fun and beauty of the story is how 

her new world comes together. There is much in 

this story about kindness and trust and also about 

taking great leaps of faith in order to do the right 

thing. The author’s imagination shows how fantas-

tical story telling can highlight what is truly real-

“things” like love, trust, and hope. How Sloan has 

managed to delve into the trials and tribulations 

of grief and keep the story funny and intelligent 

shows her genuine creative skill at writing for middle school kids. 

Highly recommended.  (ages 10+) ~ Dianne 

Jepp, Who Defied the Stars by Katherine Marsh 

 Back in the 16th century, folks often 

lived according to their charts - an astrological 

horoscope of sorts that read the stars and predict-

ed the course of their lives and loves. Favorable 

or not, these charts were accepted as Fate, the 

inevitable outcome of a person’s day of birth.   

 So when a well dressed man offers to 

take our narrator Jepp  away from the small 

country inn where he grew up and give him a 

new life, it seems like the thing to do. Unfortu-

nately, Jepp is trading a comfortable and loving 

life for one of spectacle and humiliation as a court 

jester.  He’s not a particularly funny fifteen year 

old, but he is a dwarf, and the nobility at 

Coudenberg Palace find this terribly amusing.  

 What follows after he leaves his mother’s inn is a jour-

ney of self-discovery—are we victims of Fate, or do we write our 

own destiny?  Well, that makes it sound boring.  How about if I 

told you there is a long voyage spent in a cage, a beautiful minia-

ture dancer, a master without a nose (he has a gold prosthetic), a 

drunken pet moose, an exciting scientific discovery, and an op-

portunity of a lifetime?   What if I said this novel was based on 

real people?   

 This is a well-written, vivid and engaging book. Marsh 

deftly immerses us into Jepp’s world, and brings the aristocrats, in 

all their rich and spoiled absurdity, to life.   Highly recommended. 

(ages 12+) ~ Dana   

 

Ghost Hawk by Susan Cooper 

 This novel will surely be a contender for 

the Newbery prize. Cooper is the author of the 

five-book fantasy The Dark is Rising. In recent 

years she has purchased a home on a salt marsh in 

Massachusetts and has come to realize how much 

history lies beneath her feet. This story is an at-

tempt to bring that history, our history, back to 

young readers. I feel that she has done a remarka-

ble job. 

 Ghost Hawk is a Native American boy 

who is raised with the old ways. He and his fami-

ly are confronted with the Europeans fresh off the 

ship in the mid-1600s. These foreigners approach 

the natives for assistance to survive but also have 

open fear and distain for their way of life. Despite this major clash 

of cultures, Hawk and John Wakely become friends. A tragedy 

forces both boys to choose how they spend the rest of their days.  

 How ironic that the Europeans travel to achieve reli-

gious freedom only to impose those very judgments on both their 

own people and the natives. The book has elements of a survival 

story, American history, and a paranormal aspect (which works as 

a plot device). I think that it is exceptional and would imagine it 

could find its  way into our middle school curriculums. There is 

much to discuss in this story, which of course is our story. (ages 

10+) ~Dianne 
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