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Red Jacket by Joe Heywood 

 First, I have to tell you that this novel is not 

another installment in the Woodscop series.  However, if you 

love Grady Service, I’m sure you will love this introduction to 

Heywood’s new hero, Lute Bapcat. 

 It’s 1913, and Lute, a former Rough 

Rider, is recruited by Theodore Roosevelt to 

join the ranks of Michigan’s first game war-

dens. His territory is the Keweenaw Peninsu-

la, but before he can get his feet on the 

ground a deadly strike by the copper miners 

breaks out. And someone is systematically 

killing game just as the weather turns cold 

and the miner’s paychecks stop coming. 

Heywood has always had fun with unusual 

names, and the many ethnic communities in 

the Copper Country offer him an endless 

supply of material.  Two examples are Pinkus 

Zakov, Lute’s eventual sidekick, and Jaquelle 

Frei, an enthusiastic fan of Lute’s who will 

use any means - fair or foul - to get Lute.  Some real people 

pass through the pages including T.R., Mother Jones, and 

George “the Gipper” Gipp.  Real events such as the Italian 

Hall Disaster are also used to add depth and context to this 

100% U.P. novel.   ~ Ray 

$24.99 (-20%) 

420 pages 

Lyons Press 

9780762782536 

Available now 

BOOK SIGNING A Mountain of Crumbs   

 by Elena 
Gorokhova  
 

“Mountain of Crumbs vividly, devastatingly 

conveys what it was like growing up in the 

shabby disillusion of the Brezhnev-era  

Soviet Union - and almost swooningly in-

dulges the nostalgia for place and landscape 

that's seemingly steeped into every 

Russian soul.” ~ Ben Dick-

inson, ELLE 

 

AUTHOR VISIT: OCTOBER 25 

 7:00 p.m in NMU’s Great Lakes 

Rooms 

 

 

The Snowbound website has our full review and a down-

loadable discussion guide. For the history of the One Book, 

One Community program, go to www.nmu.edu/onebookmqt.  

 

OTHER EVENTS: 

 September 21: Movie—Moscow Doesn’t Believe in 

Tears PWPL, 6:00 p.m. 

 October 2: Book discussion, PWPL, 7:00 p.m. 

 October 11: A Taste of Russia presentation by Masha 

Korokhova, PWPL 7:00 p.m. 

 October 17: Book Discussion here at Snowbound, 

7:30 p.m. 

 October 18: Russian Architecture presentation with 

Dinara Fisher, NMU Explorer Room, 6:00 

 

2012 

 

 

John Smolen will be here signing his new novel, Quarantine 

Saturday October 13 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

BOOK SIGNING 



Malice of Fortune by Michael Ennis 

 Set in Italy in 1502-03, Malice of For-

tune recounts the tale of Damiata, a courtesan to 

the Vatican, and her quest to save her son from 

the ruling Borgia family. It is also a story about 

young Niccolò Machiavelli, a clerk from Florence 

who befriends her. 

 There is great political unrest in Italy, 

and a chess game is being played between Pope 

Alexander, his son Duke Valentino, and the con-

dottieri, paid mercenaries with wavering allianc-

es. Machiavelli has been sent to Imola to moni-

tor the political climate and to keep the Floren-

tine government apprised of impending military 

aggression. Also on scene is Leonardo da Vinci, 

Duke Valentino's military engineer, who is drawn 

into an investigation of the sadistic murders of several young 

women. 

 I was just going to read the first chapter of Malice of 

Fortune before making a commitment, but was drawn in from 

the start. This book has it all: a serial killer, the birth of criminal 

profiling, witches, the brutality of the reigning Borgias, and a 

dose of Italian history. Reading this book prompted me to do 

more research on the Borgias and Machiavelli as I tried to sort 

out fact from fiction. Perhaps the plot has an 

extra dose of drama, but I found this to be a 

captivating story with a good balance of history, 

romance, mystery, and suspense. ~ Lea 

 

NOTE: Also, currently on the shelf at Snow-

bound is a new Machiavelli biography by Miles 

J. Unger. 

 

 

When She Woke by Hilary Jordan 

 Our heroine Hannah is bright red. She’s 

been “chromed” for having an abortion. In her 

world, the US is perilously close to a theocracy, 

and the prisons dangerously overcrowded. The 

solution? Inject convicts with a virus that turns 

their skin a vivid, unhidable color—a different 

hue for every category of crime—and turn them 

back out on the streets. 

 Hannah has always been a good girl. 

She obeyed her parents, went to church, dressed 

modestly, and remained chaste. Until she fell in 

love with a married man. Then the whole chasti-

ty thing went out the window. So now she’s red. 

This is the story of her reintroduction into society 

and her struggle to find independence from her stifling religious 

upbringing.   

 Reviewers describe this novel as The Scarlet Letter 

meets Handmaid’s Tale, an accurate description, but one I hesi-

tate to use because I’ve never known anyone to get excited over 

the Scarlet Letter.  Yet I think Hawthorne was onto something. 

Adultery, scandal, defiance, hypocrisy, newfound strength—it’s 

all there. It’s what we look for in books and TV shows today, 

and this novel has it all. Jordan is a strong writer and does jus-

tice to the two novels she pays tribute to. A classic tale, updated, 

reimagined and retold— perfect for book clubs.   ~ Dana 

 

 

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce 

 Harold Fry, an emotionally reserved 

Englishman in a cold marriage, receives a letter 

one afternoon that will change his life. He jots 

down a swift reply to the letter and sets out to 

the nearest post box. It is at this moment that 

Harold inadvertently begins a walking journey 

across England that will impact his life and the 

lives of those around him. 

 The storytelling kept me reading long 

after I should have gone to sleep. I had to know 

if Harold was able to complete his journey and if 

he was able to repay a kindness from the past. 

After finishing the book, I realized that Harold's 

journey could have ended in any number of 

ways...and it wouldn't have mattered. What was most important 

was that Harold got up out of his chair and began to live his life 

with intention. 

This story is sweet, sad, and hopeful. If any character of 

a novel ever needed a hug, it is Harold. His childlike vulnerabil-

ity and pureness of intention make you believe in his journey. 

This is moving pilgrimage story that had the side-effect of mak-

ing me want to put on a pair of comfortable shoes and just start 

walking. ~ Lea 

 

The Marriage Plot by Jeffery Eugenides 

 Wait a minute! Hold on! The author 

that wrote the daring novels The Virgin Suicides 

and Middlesex is writing a love story set in a 

privileged East Coast community in the narcissis-

tic 1980s? I told myself I would read the entire 

book because other readers would want to 

know if it's any good. Well, despite the time and 

place, it's very good. The writing is classic Eugen-

ides, clever and perceptive throughout.  

 What gave it punch and appeal to 

me is that one of the characters is increasingly 

mentally ill. The development of that character 

and his relationships made this novel much more 

than a "love story" or a "what do I do with my 

life" story. With a small nod to the Victorian writers of love sto-

ries and a large nod to the complexities of modern love, Eugeni-

des has given us another book worth reading and discussing. I 

am really glad that I finished it. ~ Dianne 

 

The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman 

 There are everyday moral dilemmas, 

and then there is THIS moral dilemma.  If you 

are interested in reading this novel, please 

DON’T read the back of the book. (I hate when 

they give too much away.) In Western Australia 

during the 1920s, a lighthouse couple finds a 

baby washed up on their remote island.  

 They keep and raise the baby, and the 

repercussions of this decision force both the char-

acters and the reader into the gray areas of re-

sponsibility, loyalty, and the extended unseen 

consequences of life’s toughest decisions.  

 I especially appreciated how mature and balanced this 

story was. Readers not only travel to this remote locale, they 

also join the characters on their life path. This book will certainly 

stay with the reader long after it’s finished.   ~ Dianne 

$26.95 (-20%) 

416 pages 

Doubleday (RH) 

9780385536318 

Due 9/11/12 

$14.95 (-10%) 

368 pages 

Algonquin (WK) 

9781616201937 

Due 9/18/12 

FICTION 

$25.00 (-20%) 

336 pages 

Random House 

9780812993295 

Available now 

$16.00 (-10%) 

416 pages 

Picador (MAC) 

9781250014764 

Available now 

$25.00 (-20%) 

352 pages 

Scribner (SS) 

9781451681734 

Available now 



NONFICTION 
Thomas Jefferson’s Crème Brulee  

by Thomas J. Craughwell 

 In 1784,  Jefferson—founding father and 

gourmand—travels to France on official business. 

His professional purpose is to establish commerce 

treaties with Europe. His personal quest is to find 

exotic plants to cultivate back home, and to have 

his slave, James Hemings, learn the arts of French 

cuisine.  Over the next five years, James appren-

tices with chefs, and Jefferson travels the country-

sides of France and Italy looking for ingredients 

unavailable in the U.S.  

 Craughwell effortlessly sets events in 

context, and gives readers just enough history to 

orient themselves in time and place. And along 

the way, we learn fascinating tidbits about food and life in the 

eighteenth century.   

 I found Jefferson a complex, often contradictory man. 

He owned slaves, but was passionately concerned about the 

quality of life of French and Italian peasants. Despite the sub-

title, the book concentrates more on Jefferson than Hemings, 

but that’s simply because no one thought to document James’ 

life.  A very interesting read. ~ Dana   

 

 

Kitchen Counter Cooking School by Kathleen Flinn 

 This book is a joy to read. It begins with 

the common occurrence of checking out someone 

else’s shopping cart and wondering ”why did they 

buy that?” After interacting with a shopper who 

had never cut up a whole chicken, Flinn decides 

to start a series of cooking classes for reluctant 

cooks. She eventually ends up with nine women 

who have various reasons why they buy prepared 

foods instead of cooking from scratch. They may 

be strapped for time, working wives/mothers, 

afraid of sharp knives and hot stoves, or have 

some emotional baggage that prevents them from 

giving cooking a try.  

 The first class is on knives and chopping. 

Then they proceed to taste tests, sauces and dressings, meat and 

fish (including cutting up that whole chicken), pastas and breads, 

and more. There are hints and recipes in book, but Flinn is try-

ing more for improvisation and the confidence to try new 

things. One of the main reasons I enjoyed the book so much is 

that it has something for everyone: new cooks, reluctant cooks, 

harried cooks, seasoned cooks, and maybe even professional 

chefs. Her enthusiasm and encouragement rubbed off on me, 

and I’m sure it will stimulate others to start and enjoy cooking! 

 ~ Dianne 

 

Sybil Exposed by Debbie Nathan 

 In 1976, my mom, sister, and I sat 

down to watch the made-for-television movie 

Sybil, an adaptation of the bestselling book of 

the same name. My family, along with 40 mil-

lion other American viewers, watched as Sybil's 

16 personalities emerged, depicting graphic 

memories of sadistic abuse allegedly perpetrated 

by her mother. 

 The name “Sybil” and the diagnosis of 

Multiple Personality Disorder became part of the 

international lexicon. Dr. Connie Wilbur, Sybil's 

therapist received worldwide recognition and 

accolades. Flora Schreiber, the author selected to 

tell their story, sold over 6 million copies of 

Sybil in the first four years of publication. Meanwhile, Shirley 

Ann Mason, the real Sybil, was forced to leave a beloved job at 

an Ohio university and go into hiding to protect her identity. 

 Over the years, doubts surfaced as to the veracity of 

the Sybil story, and in 2008, Sybil Exposed author Debbie Na-

than gained access to Flora Schreiber's previously sealed papers. 

It is through these transcripts that Nathan uncovers a story that 

is at best malpractice and at worst a hoax. 

  While this isn't a happily-ever-after story, I do believe 

that Sybil Exposed could prompt great book club discussions on 

many topics, particularly the treatment of the mentally ill, both 

past and present. I also found the dynamics of the lifelong rela-

tionship between Wilbur and Mason fascinating. Most of all, I 

wanted to know more about the motivations of Dr. Wilbur. 

Were they as shamelessly self-serving as depicted, or was there 

more to this woman than meets the eye? And what of Mason's 

and Schreiber's motives? 

No matter what actually occurred, people at the time 

were open to this story and devoured both the book and mov-

ie, which is interesting. A word of caution: if you do read this 

book, take some deep breaths, because the supposed care of 

“mental” patients, particularly women, and especially Shirley 

Ann Mason, is maddening. ~ Lea 

 

$16.00 (-10%) 

297 pages 

Penguin 

9780143122173 

Due 9/25/12 

$16.00 (-10%) 

297 pages 

Free Press (SS) 

9781439168288 

Available now 

$19.95 (-10%) 

256 pages 

Quirk (RH) 

9781594745782 

Due 9/18/12 

 

 

 

 

 

Other reasons to check it out: 

 Printable back issues of the newsletter 

 Customer ratings and reviews 

 Links to IndieBound monthly flyers 

 More book club suggestions 

 Inventory of our NEW books (not used) - 

24 hour  access to the store. 

 Easy ordering, any time, from anywhere 

(for delivery or in-store pick-up) 



Cinder by Marissa Meyer 

 Last week, I got an email from Melissa, 

my MacMillan sales rep asking if I’d read Scarlet, 

the sequel to Cinder yet. “Scarlet?” I replied. “I 

haven’t even read Cinder.” And she was ap-

palled. She commanded me to get a copy and 

let her know as soon as I finished it. So I called 

her the next day, begging for a peek at the se-

quel.  

 I hesitate to call this a young adult nov-

el because I’m afraid that adults will ignore it. 

They’d be fools. This is a brilliant, futuristic retell-

ing of the classic Cinderella fairy tale, updated 

and so much more suspenseful than the Grimms’ 

version.  

 Cinder is the most talented robot mechanic in New 

Beijing, a fact her bitchy stepmother fails to appreciate, even 

though Cinder’s earnings are the only thing keeping the family 

afloat. She’s good at her job because she’s a cyborg, a human 

girl grafted with bionic parts after an almost fatal accident.  

 When the Prince brings his favorite android to Cinder’s 

shop for repair, he sets off a chain of events that changes the 

course of world events. There’s a plague involved, an evil queen 

from the Moon, a wayward foot, and even a pumpkin-colored 

escape vehicle, but no fairy godmother. Cinder, too, is updated, 

a strong female character with aspirations beyond marrying the 

handsome prince (though it crosses her mind), and the strength 

of will to accomplish her dreams and save Earth from the Lu-

nars.   

 There’s enough of the familiar here to resonate with 

readers not “into” sci-fi, and it is an awesome, fast-paced read 

for anyone who grew up frustrated with Disney’s sugary, happi-

ly-ever-after version. This is not just for teens; it’s 

suspenseful and entertaining enough for readers of 

all ages. Thanks, Melissa. ~ Dana 

 

 

Look for the sequel, Scarlet, in January 2013 

 

 

Wildwood by Colin Meloy, illustrated by Carson Ellis 

  After Prue's baby brother is abducted 

by crows and taken into the Impassable Wilder-

ness, Prue and her friend Curtis set out into the 

great unknown on a rescue mission. After this, 

life will never be the same. Set in 

the Northwest, this adventurous story is filled 

with complex communities, a rich history, and 

good versus evil.  

 The illustrations, including maps, are 

superb. This very creative and thought-

provoking narrative will hold the interest of 

anyone from eight to eighty. Though I haven't 

read all of the fantasy nov-

els for middle readers, I pre-

dict that this one will become a keeper. It's 

wonderful!  (ages 9+) ~ Dianne 

 

Look for the sequel, Under Wildwood  

September 25 

Necromancing the Stone by Lish McBride 

 In the space of a few short months, 

Sam has been held hostage by a very mean nec-

romancer, discovered he can control the dead, 

fallen in love, defeated his nemesis, and inherit-

ed an estate.  It’s a lot to take in. To top it all 

off, his new house is protected by psychotic 

garden gnomes, aggressive topiary and a 

brawny Minotaur that aren’t too fond of him.  

But he has his friends, (who are very forgiving 

over that last adventure, which turned one of 

them into a ghost and the other into a were-

bear), his girlfriend, Brid, and a pretty slick new 

half-pipe in the front yard.  Life is finally settling 

down. 

 But of course it’s not. Something is stirring, 

and pretty soon, Sam’s life – and everyone else’s – is in jeop-

ardy. Big problems, but at least he’s not completely clueless this 

time around. He’s learning what he’s capable of, and he’s capa-

ble of a lot.  Filled with characters and creatures worthy of 

Christopher Moore and dialogue reminiscent of Joss Whedon 

(Buffy), this is a tense, cheerfully scary book that kept me enter-

tained from start to finish.  This one goes on the “keeper” shelf. 

(ages 14+)~ Dana   

 

I suggest first reading  

Hold Me Closer, Necromancer ,  

so you can get to know everybody.  

 

 

 

 

The Diviners by Libba Bray  

 Though categorized as a young adult 

title, this rip-roaring story will appeal to anyone 

who likes their women independent and their 

ghosts extra creepy. Set in 1920s New York, this 

book features a young woman with an unusual 

gift who is sent to live with her uncle at the 

Museum of American Folklore, Superstition, 

and the Occult (aka the Museum of the Creepy 

Crawlies).  As ghastly murders add up, it be-

comes apparent that an evil of epic proportions 

is taking control of the city.  

 This novel reads well as a straight up 

supernatural thriller. I especially liked the inclu-

sion of people from all walks of life-immigrants, 

migrants from the country into the city, the folks that dwell in 

Harlem and the slums. All of these people come to NYC to fig-

ure out a new way to live their lives. So having a demon mess-

ing with their day is just not acceptable. Bray wins awards for 

her work and this story is sure to be another contender. It’s a 

fun, scary, compelling read. 14+ ~ Dianne 

 

Other favorites 

by Libba Bray: 

YOUNG ADULT 

$17.99 (-10%) 

400 pages 

MacMillan 

9780312641894 

Available now 

$16.99 (-10%) 

352 pages 

H. Holt (MAC) 

9780805090994 

Due 9/18/12 

$19.99 (-10%) 

608 pages 

Hachette 

9780316126113 

Due 9/18/12 

$8.99 

576 pages 

HarperTeen 

9780062024701 

Due 9/25/12 


