
   Ecommended REading 

 
 

For those of us allergic to life without books 

R 

SNOWBOUND BOOKS 
118 N. 3rd St. Marquette, MI 49855   (906) 228-4448  ww.snowboundbooks.com 

The Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri 

 Layered, quiet, and breathtaking…this 

is my experience of The Lowland, Pulitzer Prize-

winning author Jhumpa Lahiri’s latest book. This 

is her fourth book, following Interpreter of Mal-

adies, The Namesake, and Unaccustomed Earth.  

 The Lowland is a novel that you will 

want to savor— a novel that is replete with 

beautiful yet simply descriptive sentences, so 

lovely that they are a joy to read and read 

again.  

 Lahiri tells the story of Subhash, a 

young boy growing up in 1960’s Bengali, India. 

He and his brother Udayan are inseparable, but 

their lives take divergent paths as Subhash makes 

plans to study in America, while Udayan, outraged by social in-

justice and poverty, joins the Maoist Naxalite movement. Uda-

yan becomes involved in a way that alters his family forever, 

while dutiful Subhash makes a life on the Rhode Island seashore, 

living with the consequences of his brother’s actions. 

Forgiveness, family duty, cultural adjustment, and exile are 

themes that permeate this beautifully atmospheric story. I was 

reminded of Lauren Groff’s Arcadia, but in a quieter way, as a 

man’s life unfolds from childhood to adulthood and beyond, 

and his enduring love for his daughter. Insightful and intimate, 

this novel is sure to be a classic. Highly recommended.  ~ Lea 

 

419 by Will Ferguson 

 Please don’t judge this paperback by its 

boring cover. What you find inside may change 

your mind about privacy, isolation, revenge, 

and survival.  When an elderly Canadian man 

dies from debt and paranoia caused by an inter-

net scam, his daughter decides to go to the 

source of his demise in Nigeria. The reader then 

meets a collection of Nigerian citizens trying to 

survive their corrupt government, the interna-

tional oil companies, and the end of their tradi-

tional ways of making a living.  

 I think this novel is spectacular and I’m 

not given to superlatives. The intricate discussion 

of lifestyles on both sides of the Atlantic seemed 

so very well researched and so very human and humane. This 

book will lend itself quite well to book clubs and families that 

need to discuss internet access and privacy. It is a story that is so 

very informative, entertaining, and necessary. Another winner 

from the author that brought us Happiness tm , a satirical take on 

the self-help industry. Oh, and it also won Canada’s 2012 Giller 

Prize.  Very, very highly recommended. ~ Dianne  

 

The Thicket by Joe Lansdale 

 Fifteen year-old Jack is not having a 

good week. His parents died of smallpox, his 

grandfather got himself murdered, and his sister 

Lula has been kidnapped by a band of ruthless 

outlaws. Everything he owns is at the bottom 

of the river, Lula is on the other side of it, and 

the bridge has been wiped out. He needs help. 

The outlaws killed the sheriff in their last rob-

bery, so Jack turns to Eustace (a gravedigging 

son of an ex-slave) and Shorty (a sharpshooting 

dwarf with a penchant for astronomy) to aid in 

the rescue. Oh, and Hog tags along, too—as 

company mascot, not food supply. The motley 

band sets off on an epic quest across Texas, hot 

on the trail of an almost comically indestructible bad guy in 

hopes that he’ll lead them to Lula and the rest of the gang.  

 Jack grows up quick on this trip, and the story is more 

about the journey than the destination—as all good road trips 

are. Of course the goal is to rescue Lula, but first the crew has to 

survive the expedition. It’s an adventure with the heart of Lone-

some Dove, the rough characters of True Grit, and the dark hu-

mor of a Coen Brothers’ movie.   

 What I love about Lansdale (I’ve read over a dozen of 

his books) is that he always surprises me with his versatility.  His 

action sequences are as thrilling and graphic as his dramatic 

scenes are poignant and intimate.  He can be as foul-mouthed as 

a drunken sailor, yet tackle race issues with sensitivity and clarity 

(I’m thinking of his Edgar Award winning The Bottoms here).  

 The Thicket is classic Lansdale: plucky bad-ass characters, 

hilarious dialogue, and a plot intense enough to keep you up 

past your bedtime.  Highly, highly recommended. ~ Dana 

  

Where’d You Go, Bernadette  by Maria Semple  

  I would place this contemporary 

American novel in the same category as a re-

cent favorite of mine, The Family Fang. Take 

extremely bright, creative people, let them 

procreate, and see what happens to their 

unique offspring. What sets this story apart is 

its structure. Told almost exclusively in letters 

and emails, the narrative gradually decon-

structs Bernadette’s life and passions.   

 I found myself either shaking my head 

at the characters’ antics or laughing at their 

follies. What really pulls this story together is 

the love that the daughter has for her imper-

fect parents. This unique story will make you 

smile long after it’s ended. ~ Dianne 
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On September 25, celebrate Uncle 
Shelby’s birthday by reciting your 
favorite silly poem to someone 

you love.  Or the guy next to you 
in line at the bank.  

How the Light Gets In by Louise Penny 

 One of the great perks of this job is get-

ting to “read ahead” of a book’s actual release 

date. However, if I really, really enjoy the book 

and want to talk to someone about it, I have to 

hold my tongue and wait. That is how it always 

feels when a new Louise Penny mystery rolls 

around.   

 I was so worried about the characters in 

the last novel that I held my breath through the 

first few chapters of her new mystery. But as al-

ways, Gamache’s ethical, calm strength presides 

and his family and friends remain constant and 

kind (except Ruth, of course). I can’t give anything 

away, but Penny has done it again. She’s construct-

ed a new chapter of this continuing narrative that is filled with 

both terror and love. She’s written another winner in my book. 

 ~Dianne 

 

Paris Was the Place by Susan Conley 

 This is one of my favorite books of the 

summer. In 1980’s Paris, Willow Pears is a 30-

something American professor of poetry at the 

Academy of France. The story opens with “Willie” 

volunteering at an immigration detention center 

for girls, a position for which she finds herself 

emotionally unprepared. While at the Center, she 

bonds with a young girl from India seeking refuge 

from the men who have abused her.  

 I love Conley’s descriptions of Paris. 

They are simple yet full of color, transporting the 

reader not only to the sights we all know, but to 

the immigrant neighborhoods of the outer arron-

dissements as well. We also get to visit India and 

the U.S. Sonoran Desert, both described with realistic elegance. 

 I also love the backstory: a daughter who has 

lost her mother to illness and a father whose obsession with maps 

and religion expands the distance between he and his family. 

Willow’s beloved brother Luke is also living in Paris with his lover 

Gaird. Sadly, Luke has fallen ill to a new virus, and Willie must 

begin to absorb the gravity of this disease.  

 Willie is an accessible and relatable character, and I 

found her childhood reminiscences to be poignant without over-

sentimentality. Most of all, I found this story to be about matur-

ing relationships, the anchor of friendships, and the gift of a de-

voted lover. Paris Was the Place thankfully doesn’t come all 

wrapped in a bow, but it is hopeful and memorable. ~ Lea  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ratlines by Stuart Neville 

 Otto Skorzeny was a larger-than-life 

figure, and the type of character an author 

dreams of.  He was highly intelligent, trained in 

espionage, and, as Hitler’s “favorite commando,” 

led the mission rescuing Mussolini in 1943. But 

his adventures didn’t stop there. Postwar, he was 

acquitted of war crimes on little more than a 

technicality, became an advisor to Peròn in Ar-

gentina, and was instrumental in setting up a 

worldwide network—known as ratlines—to help 

Nazis escape Germany and start new lives under 

assumed names.  

 And he’s not even the main character of 

this novel. Our hero is Lt. Albert Ryan from Ire-

land’s Directorate of Intelligence, who lands the undesirable task 

of finding out who’s killing German nationals on Irish soil in the 

spring of 1963. The most recent crime scene bore a note ad-

dressed to Skorzeny: “You’re next.” The killers aren’t trying to 

hide their agenda, and Ryan’s boss Charles Haughey (another 

historical figure) wants the mystery solved before the public dis-

covers the victims are all Nazis, which would put a serious kibosh 

on the impending visit from US President John F. Kennedy. 

 Unfortunately, there’s no end to the suspect list when a 

Nazi is murdered, which makes Ryan’s job difficult to say the 

least. Everyone, including his superiors, has something to hide, 

and Ryan is forced to get as sneaky as his prey. Politics, religious 

conflict, and wounds still raw from WWII all hinder Ryan’s inves-

tigation, and it’s exciting to see how he untangles the mess.  

 This is the fourth book I’ve read by Irish author Neville, 

and it is the fourth time he has completely surprised me with his 

versatility and taut storylines. This novel will open up a whole 

new audience for him. ~ Dana 

 

The Solitary House by Lynn Shepherd 

 Step back into mid-Victorian London's 

damp and palpably rank air, the fog clogging 

your every breath, crawling through the streets 

and alleys like a wet blanket, choking out all life. 

But there is life. Plenty of sinister life lurks in the 

unlit backstreets. It also hides among the aristo-

crats and nobility. And there is death. 

 Charles Maddox, a former officer of the 

Metropolitan Police, drags us through rat infested 

London. Now, after a career with the Metropoli-

tan, he uses his skills as a "thief taker," tracking 

down criminals on a private level. With his wit, 

hard-headed attitude, and some help from his 

great-uncle Maddox, an esteemed and famous 

detective, Charles takes on a case with many twists, turns and 

deception.  

 In this most recent case, Charles stumbles—or 

sticks his nose into—something more evil and repugnant than he 

can imagine. As he searches for answers to the crime, he finds that 

he has put the life and well being of himself and his friends and 

family in danger. 

The Solitary House is steeped in mud, fog, street urchins, 

and crossing sweeps. Unmistakably—in fact openly Dickens—this 

book pulls in the London of Bleak House and Oliver Twist, with 

just a touch more wickedness and depravity.  ~ Dale (customer) 
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Telegraph Avenue by Michael Chabon 

 The main players of this story are Archie 

and Nat, owners of Brokeland Records, and their 

wives Gwen and Aviva, partners in a home-

birthing business. Also appearing are assorted 

characters from the Telegraph Avenue neighbor-

hood, including Archie’s dad Luther Stallings, a 

blaxploitation film star looking for a comeback, 

and his leggy and lovely costar Valletta 

“Candygirl” Clark. Chandler Flowers, the funeral 

home owner and councilman with a murderous 

past, maintains a watchful and malevolent (?) eye 

on those around him. 

 Reading this book, you feel like you’re 

hanging out at the used vinyl store with Archie, 

Nat, and the very beloved Cochise Jones. It plays as a very loose 

and easy-going story - kind of like an independent film where 

you are just content to hang out with the characters, no need for 

car chases and explosions.  

Mild drama arrives early when ex-NFL star Gibson 

Goode makes plans to revive the Oakland, California, neighbor-

hood by opening up a branch of his megastore Dogpile Records, 

causing much anxiety at the record store. Meanwhile, Gwen and 

Aviva face the consequences of a complicated home birth. 

Archie’s unacknowledged teenage son Titus also appears on the 

scene, changing the lives of everyone around him. The one-sided 

love relationship between Titus and Julius (Nat’s son) is at the 

heart of the story. 

I love Chabon’s writing style. Usually when I have to 

reread sentences, I get really, really cranky, but I find that I enjoy 

musing over Chabon’s sentences, trying to get the full flavor.  

Even if I’m not getting all of the references, I’m almost always 

rewarded by his use of language.  

The characters are lovely, funny, and become good 

friends to the reader. While the story meanders early, the drama 

builds to a big ending with plenty of action and completion. ~ 

Lea 

 

Idiopathy by Sam Byers 

 From the get-go I felt that I knew the 

characters of this novel. Despite some slight hyper-

bole in dialogue, I had moments where I thought 

that I had dated Katherine, become Daniel, or 

helped Nathan. The book flew by because the 

characters were so relatable (I think millennials or 

fellow “generation RXers” will especially know 

what I mean). This is Byers’ first novel, and as 

such, it seems that he’s been letting these ideas 

ferment for a while, finally getting what he want-

ed to say off his chest.  

 If you need some cynical commentary 

about unhealthy relationships, mental instability, 

sex, drugs, or trust-fund hippies, then Idiopathy 

will make you giddy. Minus the magic, Byers’ prose is Tom Rob-

bins-esque at moments, leaving you with not only tough, brilliant 

prose, but also ideas to chew on for the next few days and some 

genuine absurdity therein. The ending was a tad rushed, but every 

other part kept my attention. Byers is a comedian, philosopher, 

and culture critic rolled into an author. I’m looking forward to his 

future work. ~ Michael 

The Round House by Louise Erdrich 

 Erdrich’s latest is a stunning chronicle of 

one devastating summer that forever divides a 

young man's life into Before and After. It's heart-

breaking, but not in the way you'd expect. The 

catalyst of events is a brutal attack on a Reserva-

tion woman. This is awful, but what really affect-

ed me was her son Joe’s struggle to process the 

change in his mother, and solve the mystery in 

order to bring her peace.     

 Erdrich’s mastery of the written word is 

obvious in her perceptive and compassionate por-

trayal of our teenage hero. She adroitly tackles 

huge concepts like racism, vengeance, puberty, 

and friendship and balances Joe’s journey with 

funny (often hilarious) visits to neighboring friends and family, 

many of whom you’ll recognize from Plague of Doves. And if 

you haven’t read Plague yet, well, that’s just one more treat to 

look forward to. ~ Dana 

 

 

Treasure Hunt by Andrea Camilleri 

 Sicilian Commissario Montalbano is 

back, this time caught up in a ghastly treasure 

hunt. Someone is taunting this always hungry 

detective, who still manages to satisfy his gastro-

nomic desires while solving crime.   

 In this story, two identical blow-up dolls 

make an appearance in Salvo’s house by the sea, 

causing much consternation on the part of his 

housekeeper and cook Adelina. Always witty and 

smart, Camilleri has done it again, giving us an-

other chapter in the Montalbano series.  ~ Lea  

 

 

The Silent Wife by A.S.A. Harrison 

 Wow, what a creepy story. From the 

outside looking in, Jodi and Todd seem to be 

leading a well-adjusted life in a beautiful condo 

overlooking Chicago. She’s a successful part-time 

psychotherapist, and he is an up-and-coming 

property developer. From the opening para-

graphs, however, we learn that in a few short 

months Jodi will also be a killer.  

 The chapters alternate between “Her” 

and “Him,” revealing characters decompensating 

before our very eyes. The writing is cold and 

spare, emphasizing the hollowness of Jodi and 

Todd’s personalities. It is impossible to read this 

book without making comparisons to Gone Girl 

by Gillian Flynn, most notably because it is a story about a couple 

devoid of moral depth and of their ensuing disintegration. 

 I found the book to be a page turner, as the 

author divulges more of Jodi and Todd’s psychopathy as the sto-

ry progresses. Not as detailed and descriptive as Gone Girl, but 

just as chilling. ~ Lea 
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Ready for a Brand New Beat: How ‘Dancing in the Street’ 

Became the Anthem for a Changing America 

by Mark Kurlansky 

 The subtitle is what really drew me to 

this book, as did the reputation of the writer 

(Cod, Salt, etc.) Plus, like many people in my age 

group, I had the 45 rpm record and wish I hadn’t 

gotten rid of it along the way. 

 The content of the book ranges much 

farther than Detroit and the Motown music in-

dustry, and spans a longer period than the mid-

1960s. It informs the reader about the evolution 

of musical trends along with the civil rights activ-

ism happening all over the country.  The musical 

tastes of both blacks and whites were changing 

after WWll and the segregated music industry integrated much of 

its sound and its business practices.   

 Marvin Gaye and his cohorts intended “Dancing in the 

Street” to be a happy, upbeat dance tune.  Martha Reeves and 

the Vandellas also interpreted it as such. It just happened to come 

out as the Freedom Riders entered Mississippi, the U.S. became 

officially involved in Viet Nam, and the Civil Rights Act was intro-

duced by Lyndon Johnson,  Thus the song took on meaning as an 

anthem for many during this tumultuous time.  

 Kurlansky has a knack for taking a common object and 

using it as a pivot point to educate and enlighten us about a sub-

ject, place, and a time that matters. I did grow up in Detroit dur-

ing this era and did hope to dance in the streets. But as a 10 year 

old, I had little idea about the collusion of national events that 

were circling around my life and city. It’s taken this book to help 

me piece it all together. I found this book riveting and can highly 

recommend it. ~Dianne 

 

Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by Susannah Cahalan 

 Imagine… you are a successful young 

reporter for the New York Post, but in the blink 

of an eye you find yourself in a hospital doing 

your best Linda Blair impression. Okay, a slight 

exaggeration perhaps, but the mystery of the ill-

ness that befell Susannah Cahalan at just 24 years 

of age stymied the doctors who were charged 

with her care. It started with what she thought 

was a bedbug bite, morphed into paranoia and 

confusion, and ultimately left her suffering from 

seizures, hallucinations and catatonia.  

 Was this the sudden onset of schizophre-

nia, epilepsy, or an infection of the brain?  Medical 

tests were inconclusive. If she survived, would she 

be the same Susannah as before the illness? Cahalan’s memoir 

reminds us that life can change in an instant, and also of the im-

portance and good fortune of having the right doctor at the right 

time.  On a side note, we can also be very, very happy that we 

live in an age where MRIs and medications trump exorcism in the 

treatment of brain inflammation. ~ Lea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gettysburg: The Last Invasion by Allen C. Guelzo 

 Seven score and ten years as of this July, 

the Confederate and Federal armies met at Gettys-

burg to fight a three day battle that many call the 

high point of the Confederacy.  Thousands of 

books have been written about Gettysburg but 

Allen Guelzo felt that there was room for one 

more. 

 The 150th anniversary seems like a good 

time for a reappraisal of events, and on that point 

Guelzo delivers.  There’s a lot of room for differ-

ent interpretations of what happened in the fields 

and hills around Gettysburg.  At times the smoke 

from gunpowder was so thick that officers got 

down on their hands and knees to try to see under 

the smoke to try to get some idea of what was happening.  Even 

the time of events is not clearly known; those who had watches 

did not synchronize them and the variations could have been as 

much as an hour.  

 As much as possible, Guelzo uses first person accounts 

to tell the story, which creates a wonderful immediacy to his nar-

rative.  His descriptions of various attacks and maneuvers are 

often at the brigade level and he is very good at that.  However, 

the experience of individuals, often in their own words, is truly 

riveting.   

This won’t be the last 

book on Gettysburg, but for a 

wonderful, clear, single book ac-

count of this historic battle, look 

no further.  I think that this one 

will not be surpassed for some 

time. ~ Ray 

 

 

Death at the Lighthouse: A Grand Island Rid-

dle by Loren Graham 

 In the early 1970s, the author and his 

wife bought the Old North Light on Grand Island, 

Michigan, as a summer home.  During the early 

renovations, they discovered that the lighthouse 

keeper and his assistant were allegedly murdered 

in 1908.  Graham spent years researching what 

had transpired, and this book is the result. 

 In June 1908, the assistant lighthouse 

keeper from North Light of Grand Island turned 

up dead in a battered boat, looking like he'd been 

beaten to death and set afloat.  The lighthouse keeper himself 

was missing, and turned up weeks later, dead on a beach.  What 

happened? 

 Good question.  The author delves deep into 

not only the deaths of the men, but also the history of the Upper 

Peninsula and Munising, the clashing, multi-ethnic cultures of the 

denizens, and the lives of the imperious tycoons that established 

industries and towns.  This is a fascinating read, if you like a bit of 

true crime in your history, rather than the other way around. 

But was there a crime, and whodunit?  The conclusion 

the author draws took me by surprise.  Maybe it's accurate.  May-

be not.  If you read this book, please let me know what you 

think.  ~ Jessica H. (Director, Gwinn Library) 
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 The Age of Miracles  
by Karen Thompson Walker 

 

 10/1: Book discussion 7:00 p.m. in PWPL’s Dandelion Cottage Room (on the main floor). 

Open to the public. 

 10/5: Film "Seeking a Friend for the End of the World" 5:30 p.m. in PWPL’s Community 

Room. Round tables will be set up for eating and viewing. Public is invited to bring their own 

snacks or take-out supper to eat while watching the film. (Rated R, 101 minutes, 2012.) 

  10/16: BOOK DISCUSSION 7:30  HERE AT SNOWBOUND - OPEN TO PUBLIC 

 10/23: Expressing the Age of Miracles A presentation of creative responses to the novel.  7:00 

p.m. at NMU’s Reynold’s Recital Hall 

  10/28: Q & A session with the author 2:00 p.m. in NMU’s Jamrich Hall  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

SNOWBOUND BOOKS 

2013 

10/28: AUTHOR VISIT  

7:30 p.m. in NMU’s University Center’s Great 

Lakes Rooms. Q&A, book signing to follow.  

145 W. Spring St. 
226-3571 

LAUGHING WHITEFISH 
By Robert Traver (John D. Voelker) 

 

November 6,  7:00 p.m. 

At the Marquette Regional History Center 

 

Read the book, join the discussion.  
 
The Marquette Regional History Center is hosting a book discussion featuring a distin-

guished panel of Voelker experts, including:  

 

 Matthew Fletcher—Professor, MSU College of Law; Director of the MSU Indigenous 

Law Center, and author of the forward to the new edition of the novel. 

 Frank Parker—Professor, BostonCollege; Voelker biographer 

 Dr. Stephen Peters—Voelker Papers Archivist at NMU 

 Richard VanderVeen—President of the John D. Voelker Foundation 

 Moderator—Dianne Patrick of Snowbound Books 

 



 

Killing a Cold One 

 

 Grady Service’s ninth case… may be his strangest and most dangerous yet. Murder doesn’t fall in Ser-

vice’s purview, but Governor Lori Timms orders him to take charge of investigating a gruesome series of killings 

leading to rumors of, as Service puts it, “a dogman, Sasquatch, skinwalker, vampire, werewolf, windigo, zom-

bie, whatever.” Service assembles his own team, including ancient scofflaw Limpy Allerdyce and former Detroit 

detectives Luticious Treebone and Glenn Noonan to help with the hunt. (from Publishers Weekly review) 

 

Customers are already reporting back that this is a great installment. One customer loved it and said that it 

“creeped him the hell out.”  And he’s not easily creeped.  

 

 

Just out in paperback: 
 

Red Jacket by Joe Heywood 

 First, I have to tell you that this novel is not another installment in the Woods Cop series.  However, if you 

love Grady Service, I’m sure you will love this introduction to Heywood’s new hero, Lute Bapcat. 

 It’s 1913, and Lute, a former Rough Rider, is recruited by Theodore Roosevelt to join the ranks of Michigan’s 

first game wardens. His territory is the Keweenaw Peninsula, but before he can get his feet on the ground, a deadly 

strike by the copper miners breaks out. And someone is systematically killing game just as the weather turns cold and 

the miner’s paychecks stop coming. 

 Heywood has always had fun with unusual names, and the many ethnic communities in the Copper Country 

offer him an endless supply of material.  Two examples are Pinkus Zakov, Lute’s eventual sidekick, and Jaquelle Frei, an 

enthusiastic fan of Lute’s who will use any means - fair or foul - to get Lute.  Some real people pass through the pages 

including T.R., Mother Jones, and George “the Gipper” Gipp.  Real events such as the Italian Hall Disaster are also used 

to add depth and context to this 100% U.P. novel.  ~ Ray 
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