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Vampires in the Lemon Grove by Karen Russell 

 I rarely read a collection of stories 

straight through. It’s usually not worth it; there 

may be a few gems, but most of the time I’m left 

feeling unfulfilled. I’m always thrilled when a 

short story works, amazed that so much can be 

contained in something so little.   

 Vampires in the Lemon Grove is a work 

of art.   There’s enough imagination in these 256 

pages to fill six full-length novels. Each story is a 

completely original, insanely unique take on life’s 

dilemmas - existential crisis, enslavement, reincar-

nation, perseverance, and tailgating (you know, 

the big five) - and collectively, they run the gam-

ut from absurd to heartbreaking, with stops along 

the way at redemption and the horrific.  

 I won’t summarize each story, but I can offer a few teas-

ers. Imagine, if you will, Rutherford B. Hayes as a horse in a sta-

ble with other reincarnated Presidents; a tattoo of a battle scene 

altered by a massage therapist’s healing hands; a boy who discov-

ers a seagull nest full of life-altering talismans; and an old vampire 

reduced to sucking on lemons and worrying about his marriage.   

 Russell, as she proved in her novel Swamplandia,  is 

adept at transporting readers to the fringes of society, pushing the 

boundaries of reality, and creating unforgettable characters. This 

collection is a stunning demonstration of her abilities, and offers 

readers a peek through the kaleidoscope of her world view - a 

colorful, skewed, and thoroughly entertaining landscape that 

both reflects and refracts the human condition.  ~ Dana     

Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki 

 Let me try and describe this intriguing 

novel. A sixteen year old Japanese girl named 

Nao, a victim of bullying Japanese style, is con-

templating suicide. Before killing herself she is 

journaling all of her thoughts and history. This is 

when her 104 year old great-grandmother, who 

happens to be a Buddhist nun, enters her life. So 

from that side of the Pacific, readers learn about 

Zen Buddhism, the Japanese philosophy of sui-

cide, and the contrasting trivial preoccupation 

with contemporary Manga culture. 

  When these water-proofed journals 

wash up on the shore in Western Canada, a 

middle age couple become caught up in Nao’s 

life. The narrative flow of this story transcends time and space. It 

is never confusing, but the clash of cultures proves fascinating and 

challenging to wrap one’s head around.   

 I will predict that this imposing, creative story will be-

come a contender for several literary prizes. It is that unique, well

-constructed, and important. Very highly rec-

ommended. ~ Dianne 

 

 

Also by this author: My Year of Meats 

$24.95 (-20%) 

256 pages 

Knopf (RH) 

9780307957238 

Available now 

Big news at Snowbound this 

spring. Tell everyone you know. On April 

1, Ray’s retiring after twenty-nine years of bookselling, 

and Dana’s buying the store. Don’t worry, though, Ray isn’t disappear-

ing. He’ll still be here on Sundays and filling in for us periodically. 

  

We’re going to commemorate this changing of the guard with an open 

house.  We’ll have snacks and stuff, if you need a bribe. Please stop by and 

say hi. It’s a great opportunity to thank Ray for having the Snowbound vi-

sion three decades ago, and for keeping it going all these years. It’s no 

small feat. We’d love to see you. Bring your friends and help us celebrate 

the next thirty years.  

  

 

Have you heard? 

Save the Date! 

 

Snowbound  

Open House 

 

Saturday April 20 

3-6 p.m. 

$28.95 (-20%) 

432 pages 

Viking Penguin 

9780670026630 

Due 3/12/13 



FICTION 
The Supremes at Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat by Edward Kelsey 

Moore 

 The luckiest of us have a place - restau-

rant, bar, even a  bookstore - where we feel wel-

comed and at home. A place, as the theme song 

says, “where everybody knows your name.” In 

Plainview, Indiana, that place is Earl’s All-You-Can

-Eat Diner, and Odette, Clarice, and Barbara-Jean 

are the reigning queens.  Every Sunday afternoon, 

you’ll find these ladies at the window table, hold-

ing court, surrounded by family and friends.  

 Individually, they are three women bat-

tling middle age and all the problems that come 

with it. Together, the trio - known since high 

school as The Supremes - is a force to be reckoned 

with.  Over the course of this novel, each of the gals is tested, and 

each finds within herself a surprising resiliency.  

 So far, this review makes this novel sound like a fluffy, 

feel-good chick book. It’s not. You guys know me better than 

that.  What sets this outstanding debut apart are the surprises 

Moore throws at us. Odette, Clarice and  Barbara-Jean find them-

selves faced with issues common to many wom- e n , 

but Moore puts a ingenious spin on each, cre-

ating genuinely touching scenes and laugh out 

loud moments. (And not “oh, that was cute” 

snickers, but startled chortles that woke my 

boyfriend up more than once.)   
 The regulars at Earl’s - the whole 

eccentric bunch of ’em - are people you 

want to know and spend time with, even 

the crazy ones. This is an unexpectedly fine 

read, one that I recommend to both men 

and women wholeheartedly. ~ Dana  

 
 
I Will Have Vengeance by Maurizio de Giovanni 

 Commissario Ricciardi sees dead people. 

He passes them on the street, on lover’s lanes, 

and, most beneficially at crime scenes. He keeps 

this extra sense a secret, because no one, not even 

his beloved aunt will understand.  The ghosts 

don’t converse with him; they are simply repeating 

the emotional moment of a violent death, like a 

small video loop playing over and over. For obvi-

ous reasons, this gets in the way of any meaningful 

romantic relationships, so Ricciardi devotes his life 

to seeking justice. 

 In this mystery, set in Naples in the win-

ter of 1931, Ricciardi is called to the dressing room 

of the world’s greatest tenor whose body is 

slumped onto his dressing table. While the police gather clues, the 

Commissario also studies the ghost standing in the corner, singing 

a line from his opera, a small tear streaming down his cheek.  

 This book was a nice change of pace from the 

standard mystery. The setting is moody, Mussolini is in power, 

and Ricciardi does have a secret love interest. This book was a 

finalist in for the 2012 Dagger award.  ~ Lea 

 

 

 

 

 

The Painted Girls by Cathy Marie Buchanan 

 I admit to being a bit of a French Im-

pressionist art geek, and have always loved Edgar 

Degas’ pastels of the ballerinas in the floodlights 

on the Paris stage. But behind the beauty of the 

Impressionist canvases was the gritty reality of 

Montmarte, a neighborhood where street urchins 

struggled for daily survival, while nearby, wealthy 

ballet patrons arrived at the opera house in ele-

gant carriages and dressed in finery.  

 The Painted Girls is about three sisters, 

all “petit rats” (young ballerinas in training at the 

Paris Opera) hoping to rise above poverty via 

their love of dance. This novel was inspired by 

the young Marie van Goethem, a ballerina who 

modeled for Degas’ sculpture “Little Dancer of 14 Years.” Critics 

reacted strongly and with shock to the wax statue. Even today the 

statue evokes strong feelings.  Degas called the petit rats his 

“little monkeys,” and required them to hold painful and awkward 

poses for hours on end until he could show their fatigue and wea-

riness. In this book, Cathy Buchanan imbues Degas’ character with 

kindness, and the resulting story is more about the models than 

Degas and his reported misogyny. 

In the Paris of the late 1800s, the options for three sisters 

with no father and an absinthe-addicted mother were grim. Émile 

Zola was writing about determinism and fate being sealed at 

birth, and theories prevailed that one’s physiognomy could deter-

mine criminal destiny. At the time, ballet was not considered to 

be a form of high art, but it did provide a partial living. Could 

these sisters dance their way to a better life?  

Buchanan has created a story that shows the dichotomy 

of the beauty in art and of the suffering beneath, as well as the 

importance and even disappointment of dreaming. It’s a beautiful 

story about the bonds of sisterhood amid the struggles of poverty, 

set during an amazing artistic movement in Paris. The book is 

really enjoyable and gives a great glimpse into a fascinating era. ~ 

Lea 

 

Prisoner of Heaven by Carlos Ruiz Zafon 

 Shadow of the Wind is one of our go-to 

books here at Snowbound. It’s intelligent, sus-

penseful, funny, and literary. So a few years ago, 

we were thrilled when its companion, Angel’s 

Game came out. And now we’re excited again, 

because not only is there a new book about the 

Sempere and Sons Bookstore, but said book fills in 

the gaps between the first two novels, and con-

centrates on our favorite character, Fermin 

Romero de Torres, man of mystery, women, and 

comically ornate elocution.     

 Zafon has alluded to Fermin’s troubled 

past before, but here we get, for the first time, 

the awful details. And Fermin’s history dovetails 

nicely with David Martin’s from Angel’s Game. It’s pretty slick, 

actually, how Zafon brings everything together.   My only 

complaint is that this is a short book. Once I get invested in a 

Zafon novel, I want to stay there for a while. The good news is 

that this means there will be another installment in this Cemetery 

of Forgotten Books cycle. ~ Dana 

 

 

$24.95 (-20%) 

320 pages 

Knopf (RH) 

9780307959928 

Due 3/12/13 

$16.00 (-10%) 

216 pages 

Europa (PGN) 

9781609450946 

Available now 

$27.95 (-20%) 

357 pages 

Riverhead (PGN) 

9781594486241 

Available now 

$14.99 (-10%) 

304 pages 

Harper Perennial 

9780062206299 

Due 3/12/13 



FICTION 
Talulla Rising by Glen Duncan 

 After the closing events of Duncan’s The 

Last Werewolf, Talulla is on the run. When a 

group tracks her down and steals something pre-

cious to her, she comes out of hiding and goes on 

the offensive, determined to recover what’s hers. 

But she’s new to this game. She doesn’t have her 

lover Jake’s two centuries of experience, but she 

does have brains, money, and friends with connec-

tions.   

 Good literature transcends reality. It 

makes us believe that, yes, one can create life from 

cast-off body parts and a good lightning storm. It 

says, yes, one good man can make a difference in 

a small, racially divided southern town.  It forces 

us to examine the issues behind the plot, those pesky things we 

wish would just go away and solve themselves. How far should 

science go? Is it worth standing up for what we believe in?   

 So yes, this is a novel about werewolves. And yes, Dun-

can makes us believe wholeheartedly that during every full moon 

we should hang out in well-lit, crowded public places. But he also 

compels us to think about our own baser impulses. And we all 

have them, those atavistic remnants we hesitate to give in to.  

 Werewolves, perhaps more so than any other boogey-

man in our cultural mythology, represent our most primal self. 

But acknowledging the animal inside also means facing those 

truths we’d rather ignore: that sometimes our most instinctive 

urges don’t fall in line with society’s mores. Over the course of 

the novel, Tallula learns to embrace this darker side. It’s not a 

capitulation; it’s a hard-earned acceptance through brutal, unspar-

ing, and refreshingly honest self-examination.  

 Wow, does that make this novel sound dreary. Trust me, 

it’s not. Balancing the introspection is lots (and lots) of carnality 

and blood-letting.  When Tallula decides to let out her wulf, she 

doesn’t hold back. The bad guys get what’s coming to them, and 

it is a beautiful thing.   

 In Talulla Rising, Duncan offers readers another elegant, 

adrenaline-charged, and, yes, literary werewolf novel. But he’s 

not done yet; we’ll be hearing more from Talulla. 

He gives us just enough to keep us sated for the 

time being; soon, readers will be hungering for 

more.  ~ Dana 

 

 

Read this first: The Last Werewolf 

 

 

The Memory of Love by Linda Olsson 

 The author of Astrid and Veronika 

(which I now realize I must read) has written a 

short novel of tragic beauty. A middle-aged Swe-

dish woman finds refuge from her memories on 

the coast of New Zealand. A young boy shows up 

to complicate her life. The reader is constantly 

reminded that people cannot thrive without love 

and hope.  

 The writing is so genuine and the story so 

complicated that I felt that I was reading a mem-

oir. This book is a tribute to the craft of fiction 

and its ability to influence our thoughts and lives. 

It is really that good. ~ Dianne 

 

Death of Bees by Lisa O’Donnell 

Today is Christmas Eve. Today is my birthday. 

Today I am fifteen. Today I buried my parents in 

the backyard. Neither of them were beloved. 

 I was hooked from the above prologue, 

and this book holds up to its opening promise. I 

don’t want to reveal too much of the plot, so 

that you can just sit back and enjoy this debut 

novel as it unfolds.  

 Marnie and Nelly are two sisters living 

in a gritty Glasgow neighborhood trying to stay 

together after their parents’ death. Marnie is in 

many ways older than her years, but would love 

nothing more than to just be a teenager.  The 

younger sister is an odd duck who loves to speak 

in the Queen’s English. Their one friend is the next door neighbor, 

a gay man who has been ostracized by the community. This book 

is gritty, darkly hilarious, and quirky. It’s a beautiful book about 

the loyalty of sisters and friends. It’s the first book on my top-ten 

list for 2013. ~ Lea 

 

Prague Fatale by Philip Kerr 

 In the past year or so, I’ve spent a lot of 

time with a guy named Bernie Gunther. He’s very 

intelligent, in a street-smart kind of way, and loy-

al to those who deserve it. His mouth gets him 

into trouble and he smokes too much. He has 

loved and lost, and a weakness for women who 

are no good for him. He’s brave, even when it’s 

detrimental to his physical well-being, yet his 

strong sense of self-preservation often compels 

him to actions he knows are morally questiona-

ble. He makes me laugh.  

 In WWII Germany, Bernie often has to 

confront the practicality of worrying about one 

death among millions. Why bother with one 

small murder when state-sanctioned killings are rampant? Gunther 

decides it does matter. Life matters.   

 In the series so far (which wraps around itself so 

you can read them out of order), Bernie has stepped on a lot of 

high-powered toes. He’s also made some questionable “friends” 

— in this case, Reinhard Heydrich, who appoints Gunther as his 

bodyguard in Prague. Truthfully, Gunther would happily off Hey-

drich himself if he could get away with it, but he takes the job and 

hopes it’s over soon. Then one of Heydrich’s adjutants is killed, 

and things get exciting from there.   

The most compelling aspect of this series is Kerr’s ability 

to make Gunther’s choices relatable, to put his struggle to be a 

good man in a horrific setting in context, and make us really think 

about how nothing is black and white. Bernie is fascinating and 

incredibly complex, but I have to say that it’s his wisecracking 

voice that captivates me and keeps me coming back for more.  

Highly, enthusiastically recommended. ~ Dana 

 

 

Coming mid-April: A Man Without Breath 

Bernie Gunther #9 

$15.00 (-10%) 

240 pages 

Penguin 

9780143122432 

Due 3/26/13 

$14.95 (-10%) 

368 pages 

Vintage (RH) 

$25.99 (-20%) 

320 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780062209849 

Available now 

$16.00 (-10%) 

432 pages 

Penguin 

9780143122845 

Due 3/26/13 



FICTION 
Gods of Gotham by Lindsay Faye 

 1845. New York City is experiencing 

growing pains. A recent tsunami of Irish immi-

grants floods the city, taxing its infrastructure and 

threatening the safety of all its citizens. The au-

thority of the  newly minted police force is barely 

recognized, let alone respected, and chaos threat-

ens. Into this mess steps Tim Wilde, a former bar-

tender who is neither trained nor prepared for his 

new job as a Copper Star. But he has good in-

stincts, is street savvy, and can talk “flash.” He 

proves surprisingly adept at solving crimes, which 

is fortunate, because his first major case is a doozy.   

 And Faye is such a talented writer that 

we’re right there with Tim, on the streets, stepping 

over garbage, talking the talk, breaking up fights, and solving 

murders.  She’s done her research, and it shows; everything, 

down to the last detail, feels authentic, not romanticized. The 

often violent relations between the local Protestants and the Irish 

Catholics is one of the central conflicts of the book. Mid-

nineteenth century NYC was a rough and tumble kind of place, 

and her characters and plot reflect that.   

 Yet there are some really lovely moments in this story, 

too.  Tim’s relationships with the woman he’s in love with, a 

child he rescues from a brothel, and his brother Val are complex 

and sometimes downright touching. There are no easy answers 

for Tim, either in his professional or personal life.  This is going to 

be a big book, I think. The word “atmospheric” is going to get 

thrown around a lot, as are comparisons to Caleb Carr’s classic 

The Alienist.  Both are apt descriptions.  This is a fine period mys-

tery, and I really hope there’s another Tim Wilde book in the 

works. ~ Dana 

 

Note: To get an even better idea of the sights and sounds of NYC 

during this time period, I recommend the TV show Copper.   Sea-

son one is available on DVD. 

 

Jane  by Robin Maxwell  

 A historical romance packed with enough 

adventure for several lifetimes and continents. The 

first “Tarzan” story written by a woman and au-

thorized by the Edgar Rice Burroughs estate, this 

fantasy novel will keep you riveted.   

 Jane accompanies her scientist father on 

an expedition to West Africa in 1905. The quest is 

none other than the missing link. When certain 

members of their anthropological party prove 

unscrupulous, Jane finds herself alone in the jun-

gle. But not for long! No chest beating, yodeling 

Tarzan here, just the right someone to have 

around the nest. Some of the more serious contro-

versial issues of the time - evolution, environmen-

tal exploitation, colonialism - are in here, too.  ~ Dianne 

And if my opinion doesn’t sway you, how about this blurb?  

“Finally an honest portrayal of the only woman of whom I have 

been really, really jealous. What a wonderful idea to write this 

book. Now I am jealous all over again!” —Jane Goodall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alone on the Ice: The Greatest Survival Story in the History 

of Exploration by David Roberts 

 Douglas Mawson is one of the least 

known of the great Polar explorers.  As a mem-

ber of previous expeditions by Robert Falcon 

Scott and Ernest Shackleton, Mawson was a sea-

soned veteran when he led the Australasian Ant-

arctic Expedition in 1912.  As an Australian, he 

chose the area immediately to the south of Aus-

tralia and, unlike previous expeditions that had 

the attainment of the South Pole as the major 

objective, his major goals were scientific. 

 After wintering over at their base camp, 

three man teams headed off in different explora-

tory directions.  All returned safely except for 

Mawson and his two companions. Three hun-

dred miles out, one member of the team fell to his death into a 

crevasse, disappearing along with a sledge loaded with most of 

their prime gear, including their tent and almost all their food. 

What followed is one of the most incredible stories of survival 

ever told. When Mawson alone staggered into base camp after 

weeks of unbelievable hardship, the first teammate to reach him 

said, “Which one are you?” 

The book has Mawson’s march as 

the focal point. The 

rest of the book is 

really a biography 

of Mawson and a 

description of the 

other parts of his 

expedition, all of it 

fascinating. ~ Ray 

 

 

 

 

 

Between Man and Beast by Monte Reel 

 The circumstances and discussions in 

this nonfiction 1860s adventure story set the 

stage for novels like Tarzan and Jane (see review 

at left). The young West African explorer Paul 

du Chaillu travels farther inland from the Ivory 

Coast than any white man before him. The spec-

imens and stories that he brings to Victorian 

England rivet the scientific community. His prize 

extraordinaire? The gorilla, which no one in 

England had ever seen.  

 Superstitions and jealousies arise, as 

both science and religion question the meaning 

of his findings. Darwin’s theories have the world 

poised for transformation, if humans can wrap 

their head around the idea that we are ascended from apes, not 

descended from angels. 

 This story charges full speed ahead through 

those grand illuminating adventures and hot debates. This is a 

great read, sure to please arm-chair adventurers and history/

science buffs. Highly recommended.  ~ Dianne 

$14.99 (-10%) 

320 pages 

Tor MacMillan 

9780765333599 

Available now 

$16.00 (-10%) 

480 pages 

Berkeley (PGN) 

9780425261255 

Due 3/5/13 

$26.95 (-10%) 

352 pages 

Doubleday (RH) 

9780385534222 

Due 3/12/13 

$27.95 (-20%) 

368 pages 

W.W. Norton 

9780393240160 

Available now 

NONFICTION 



NONFICTION 
Mycophilia by Eugenia Bone 

 You don’t have to be a mycophiliac to 

enjoy this book.  While there is plenty of science 

to satisfy an experienced mushroomer, a large part 

of the book is about mushroom forays with the 

quirky people who do such things.  The sometimes 

hilarious adventures are worth the time spent in 

the world of fungi. 

 Fungi make up about 25% of the earth’s 

biomass. The largest living thing on the planet is 

thought to be a 2200 acre fungus in eastern Ore-

gon, surpassing a previous contender that grows 

down around Crystal Falls. Perhaps the oldest liv-

ing thing on earth is a 4500 year old lichen (a fun-

gus that captures algae cells and keeps them as a 

food source, roughly speaking).  This lichen may well be immor-

tal.  The problem with observing fungus is that most things fungal 

happen out of sight. 

Not so for the mushroom lovers of the world. Eugenia 

Bone hit the mushroom trail not only to find and learn about 

mushrooms, but to meet the experts who frequent the forays and 

conferences.  Among her most unusual adventures was a trip to 

the northwest to see what it was like on the professional wild 

mushroom harvesting circuit.  The Forest Service allows pickers to 

set up camp at designated, somewhat regulated, sites. Among the 

tents, campers, and other portable huts, Eugenia found a tent 

casino, serving food, with a karaoke machine blaring away with 

Laotian subtitles. 

 This lively book is a real gem and my only fear is that 

not enough readers will give it a chance. ~ Ray 

Salt Sugar Fat: How the Food Giants Hooked Us  

by Michael Moss 

 Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Michael 

Moss has written a terrific exposé about how the 

giant food industries have turned a blind eye to 

the health of consumers. Prepare to be amazed. I 

think most of us know to avoid processed, mass-

produced foods, but I was naïve regarding the 

massive scope and calculated efforts by major 

food corporations to create products to be not 

only palatable, but borderline addictive as well.  

 Test kitchens are actually laboratories 

where scientists attempt to define people’s “bliss 

point” for sugar and “mouth feel” for fat, and 

then chemically alter products for the maximum 

satisfaction and lowest cost. It’s alarming because it’s so intention-

al. It’s especially disheartening when you hear of companies dis-

tributing soft drinks and Oreos to people in developing countries, 

globalizing poor health. Reading this book has just reinforced my 

mom’s shopping advice to avoid the center of the grocery store, 

or, better yet, go local and organic.  ~ Lea 

 

 

 

Are you a night 
owl? Snowed in? 

 
Shop in your pajamas  
24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week on our website. 

 
snowboundbooks.com 

 
Impatient? Have it in minutes as an e-

book.  

$28.00 (-10%) 

480 pages 

Random House 

9781400069804 

Due 2/26/13 

$16.99 (-10%) 

368 pages 

Rodale (MAC) 

9781609619879 

Due 2/26/13 

Bonus Material 

Go to our website for 
lists and reviews of our 

favorite Irish books. 

Tales from the Emerald Isle 

snowboundbooks.com 



YOUNG ADULT 
Scarlet (Lunar Chronicles, Book two) by Marissa Meyer 

 (Sequel to Cinder, right) After the dra-

matic finale of Cinder, the world has changed. 

Cinder is in a tough spot, the Prince in an even 

tougher one, and citizens everywhere are reexam-

ining the reality of their existence.  Halfway 

around the globe, Scarlet Benoit’s grandmother 

has been kidnapped, the police have given up the 

search, and now her only ally lies in a hot, tough 

dude named Wolf.   

 Just as Cinder learned in book one, Scar-

let discovers that her family history is not what she 

thought. Gran has been hiding some dangerous 

secrets, which Scarlet must now untangle. In an 

deft twist, Meyer seamlessly melds Scarlet’s story 

to Cinder’s, and the two join forces to do nothing less than save 

the world. Together, these formidable young women, along with 

Wolf and “Captain” Thorne (Cinder’s fellow fugitive), accomplish 

incredible things.  

   It’s going to be a long year waiting for book three, 

which will bring Rapunzel into the fold. I can’t recommend this 

series highly enough. ~ Dana 

 

Hold Fast by Blue Balliett 

  I have enjoyed all six books by this au-

thor and continue to count her work among my 

favorites for middle school children. Each book 

stands alone, but most are set in Chicago, her 

home town. They each involve a mystery that 

children solve with little help from adults, and 

lots of help from literature or art references.  

 This novel takes an honest look at 

homelessness in America. The family is forced 

from their one room apartment into a shelter. 

The 11 year old girl needs to clear up a mystery 

involving some dastardly librarians and her word 

loving father. The story has heart and hope, and 

some very determined children. The setting turns 

our attention to the many invisible poor in our country and our 

need for creative, pragmatic solutions. Balliet always has some-

thing to say about family and community, art and literature. And 

she always manages to write a great story. Another winner. (ages 

9+) ~ Dianne 

 

Apothecary by Maile Meloy   

 The 1950s were a time of transition. In 

Hollywood, where Janie lives, the postwar boom 

is tainted by the Black List of suspected com-

munists. London, where her family moves to es-

cape the persecution of McCarthyism, is still reel-

ing from the air raids and rationing of war. The 

threat of nuclear war hangs over all, and when the 

father of Janie’s new best friend is kidnapped, all 

that stands between regular life and mass destruc-

tion is an ancient apothecary book and two deter-

mined fourteen year olds.  

 This book is full of adventure, magic, and 

history. (Shhh! Don’t tell. Kids won’t even realize 

how much they’re learning.) Meloy’s adult fiction 

is critically acclaimed, and she makes the transition to a younger 

audience flawlessly, without dumbing anything down.  Very fun. 

(ages 10+) ~ Dana 

 

 

Cinder (Lunar Chronicles, Book one) by Marissa Meyer 

 I hesitate to call this a young adult novel 

because I’m afraid that adults will ignore it. 

They’d be fools. This is a brilliant, futuristic retell-

ing of the classic Cinderella fairy tale, updated 

and so much more suspenseful than the Grimms’ 

version.  

 Cinder is the most talented robot me-

chanic in New Beijing, a fact her bitchy stepmoth-

er fails to appreciate, even though Cinder’s earn-

ings are the only thing keeping the family afloat. 

She’s good at her job because she’s a cyborg, a 

human girl grafted with bionic parts after a near 

fatal accident.  

 When the Prince brings his favorite an-

droid to Cinder’s shop for repair, he sets off a chain of events that 

changes the course of world events. There’s a plague involved, an 

evil queen from the Moon, a wayward foot, and even a pumpkin

-colored escape vehicle, but no fairy godmother. Cinder, too, is 

updated, a strong female character with aspirations beyond mar-

rying the handsome prince (though it crosses her mind), and the 

strength of will to accomplish her dreams and save Earth from the 

Lunars.   

 There’s enough of the familiar here to resonate with 

readers not “into” sci-fi, and it is an awesome, fast-paced read for 

anyone who grew up frustrated with Disney’s sugary, happily-

ever-after version. (age 13+) ~ Dana 

 

Origin by Jessica Khoury 

Pia is conceived and raised in a sterile compound 

deep in the Amazon. She is the beginning of a 

master race of humans that cannot die. She’s total-

ly cool with her destiny until she meets a boy. 

Together they figure out the how and why of this 

experiment. The truths that are revealed challenge 

both scientific ethics and the need for self-

determination. There is plenty of action and ro-

mance woven into this well-plotted novel. Sure to 

be a hit with young adults of all ages. (age 12+)  

~  Dianne 

 

Anna Dressed in Blood andGirl of Nightmares  

by Kendare Blake 

 Cas is a ghost hunter. His job is to put 

vengeful spirits to rest. Anna is the local “Bloody 

Mary,” the scary story that kids tell around 

campfires. Trouble is, the stories are true; 

she’s responsible for dozens of deaths over 

the years. Both of these teens are very good 

at what they do. Only one can survive. Yet 

there’s something compelling about Anna, 

and Cas hesitates on the final blow (and vice 

versa - she spares him as well). And so be-

gins their quest to find an alternate ending 

for their story.  

 These novels are suspenseful and action-

packed, with bright spots of comic relief. Because 

he and his mom are always on the move, Cas is 

new to relationships - romantic or otherwise - so his burgeoning 

friendships with sidekicks Thomas and Carmel are amusing and 

often awkward. Despite the paranormal subject matter, the char-

acters are wholly relatable. Fans of the TV show Supernatural will 

find much to like here. So, so much fun. (age 13+) ~ Dana 

$7.99 

353 pages 

Puffin (PGN) 

9780142422069 

Available now 

$17.99 (-10%) 

288 pages 

Scholastic 

9780545299886 

Due 3/1/13 

$9.99  

$17.99 (-10%) 

316/332 pg. 

Tor (MAC) 

9780765328670 

9780765328663 

$17.99 (-10%) 

464 pages 

MacMillan 

9780312642969 

Available now 

$9.99 

390 pages 

Square Fish MAC 

9781250007209 

Available now 

$17.99 (-10%) 

393 pages 

Razorbill (PGN) 

9781595145956 

Available now 


