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Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman 

 Eight years. Gaiman has made us wait 

eight years for a new adult novel. What the heck? 

Doesn’t he know how impatient we get? So fans 

of American Gods and Anansi Boys, rejoice, for 

the wait is over.   

 In Ocean at the End of the Lane, Gaiman 

once again delves into the stories that float be-

neath the surface of our collective memories, 

those tales of how we came to be and how we fit 

into our world.  It stars a young boy whose life 

changes in the summer of his seventh year, when 

he discovers exactly how deceiving appearances 

can be.  Ponds become oceans, nannies become 

evil entities, and a small rural farm becomes the 

center of the universe, if only for a moment.  

As always, Gaiman finds magic in the mundane and mys-

tery in the very nature of our existence. He says his job is to 

“make up stories and write them down.”  But with this novel, I 

feel the story is less an invention, and instead a secret revealed. 

And that secret is no less than the origin of everything.  It’s a 

beautiful little fairy-tale of a novel, and one that will find fans in 

both adults and younger readers.  ~ Dana 

 

In the House Upon the Dirt Between the Lake and the 

Woods by Matt Bell 

 I think that it would be helpful for the 

average reader (myself included) to read a few 

reviews of Matt’s debut novel before immersing 

yourself in his writing. This is the only way that I 

can think to prepare oneself for the place you are 

about to enter. If this last sentence reminded you 

of The Twilight Zone, then you may be able to 

wrap your head around this story.  

 The plot is deep (bottomless, actually) 

and the imagery is extremely dark and convo-

luted. Though some reviewers think that he has 

entered new territory as a novelist, I felt that 

Matt may have H.P. Lovecraft in his lineage. 

Reading this book was entrancing. The writing is primal and mes-

merizing, like immersing yourself in one couple’s nightmare that 

can never be reasoned with or explained away. This is one genre-

bending tragic work of mythological art.  I don’t know Matt 

(a professor at NMU). He may even seem normal on the outside. 

But he has gone into the labyrinth of his imagination and pro-

duced something twisted and tragically beautiful. I’m looking 

forward to meeting someone else who has read this, so we can 

talk about it and shake our heads in wonderment. ~ Dianne 

 

 

And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini 

 And the Mountains Echoed is an abso-

lutely beautiful novel, and I am sure that it will 

make my top 10 list this year. This is Hosseini's 

long-awaited third book, following The Kite Run-

ner and A Thousand Splendid Suns. Set in Afghani-

stan, the story centers around a widowed father 

and his two children Pari and Abdullah. The story 

quickly broadens in scope, in wider circles, ulti-

mately embracing many generations and many 

countries. 

 The opening chapter begins as a father 

tells his two children a nightmarish fable about a 

demon who steals children from villages. And this 

is the last thing that I will tell you about the plot 

of this book, because I hope that you will read it and experience 

it as it is written. There are several reviews out there that reveal 

too much, and I urge you to simply pick up the book and let it 

wash over you without any preconceived notions. 

 The beauty of this book is the way in which the story 

unfolds. Characters who are seemingly unimportant appear in 

very significant roles later on, often breaking your heart. The writ-

ing reminds me of gentle waves. It's as though one story rolls in 

and entrances you, only to be followed by another even more 

captivating tale. It's a lovely non-linear way of storytelling, but 

not at all frustrating. Never fear, Hosseini will take readers where 

they want to be, but with unexpected detours along the way. 

And don't be surprised if you become enthralled in those detours 

and are perfectly content to stay there for as long you can. ~ Lea 

 

A Natural History of Dragons: A Memoir by Lady Trent by 

Marie Brennan 

 Victorian manners meet fantastical 

science in this enjoyable “memoir” of a lady 

dragon-hunter. As a young newlywed, Lady 

Trent is allowed to join her husband on a 

dragon expedition in what sounds like moun-

tainous Russia. She’s been dissecting critters all of 

her life and is especially fascinated by dragons, 

large and small. The expedition faces threats 

from both the not-too-friendly creatures and the 

culture that is forced to live with them.  

 Fantasy seems at its best to me when  

the reader can actually believe that all of this is 

true, despite the mythological creatures and in-

vented settings. That’s how this story feels. It’s 

a fun flight through the early stages of natu-

ral history and the last stages of the exis-

tence of dragons. ~ Dianne 
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FICTION 
Devil Said Bang: A Sandman Slim Novel by Richard Kadrey  

 James Stark, a.k.a. Sandman Slim, earned 

his scars and reputation in Hell’s Arena, where he 

fought gladiator style. His survival is impressive, 

his escape nothing short of miraculous. Set in both 

L.A. and Hell (some would say there’s not a huge 

difference), Devil Said Bang ratchets up the stakes 

for Stark while maintaining the dynamics, action 

and humor of the series so far.  

 For those of you who have read the first 

three Sandman Slim books, this review is merely a 

formality. I know you don’t need convincing. 

You’ll read this book and you’ll love it.  

 For those of you who haven’t experi-

enced Kadrey yet, consider this your siren call to 

give him a try (start with the first). If you like your heroes foul-

mouthed, drunk, and bad-ass, Sandman Slim is your man. If you 

like your novels smart, funny, and fueled with Jack 

Daniels, adrenaline and hoodoo, Kadrey is the 

author for you. They’re my kind of guys. ~ Dana    

 

 

COMING IN JULY - Kill City Blues. And 

this October, Dead Set, his first stand-

alone since the totally awesome 

Butcher Bird.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce  

 Harold Fry, an emotionally reserved 

Englishman in a cold marriage, receives a letter 

one afternoon that will change his life. He jots 

down a swift reply to the letter and sets out to 

the nearest post box. It is at this moment that 

Harold inadvertently begins a walking journey 

across England that will impact his life and the 

lives of those around him.   

 The storytelling kept me reading long 

after I should have gone to sleep. I had to know if 

Harold was able to complete his journey and if he 

was able to repay a kindness from the past. After 

finishing the book, I realized that Harold's journey 

could have ended in any number of ways and it 

wouldn't have mattered. What was most important was that 

Harold got up out of his chair and began to live his life with in-

tention.  

 This story is sweet, sad, and hopeful. If any character of 

a novel ever needed a hug, it is Harold. His childlike vulnerability 

and pureness of intention make you believe in his journey. This is 

moving pilgrimage story that had the side-effect of making me 

want to put on a pair of comfortable shoes and just start walking.  

~ Lea  

 

 

Dark Places by Gillian Flynn 

 If you are a fan of Gillian Flynn's Gone 

Girl, perhaps you are interested in reading her 

backlist. I recently took Dark Places on our trip 

to Florida, and wow, was it wickedly good. 

Periodically, I'd take a glance at her book jacket 

photo and ask myself how someone so pretty 

and so normal-looking could create such seri-

ously flawed, tormented, and evil characters. 

 The heroine of the story is Libby Day, a 

young woman who along with her brother, are 

the sole survivors of the Satanic slaying of her 

mother and two sisters when she was just seven 

years-old. Her childhood testimony put her 

brother Ben in prison. The gist of the story is that 

at age 31, she is approached by some murder club junkies because 

they believe her brother is innocent. She agrees to re-live the 

event, not because she wants to help her brother, but because she 

needs the money. 

 Flynn isn't afraid to “go there.” That is one thing that 

makes her writing so gripping. You just don't know where she is 

going to take you, and you are too invested in the story to walk 

away from it. I admit to skipping one gruesome scene, (I also 

close my eyes in movies), but this is a really fantastic mystery. 

 I also highly recommend Sharp Objects by Flynn. This 

one will keep you up at night. For many nights. It is a great sum-

mary of her work when, in her acknowledgments, she gives a 

nod to her husband for being able to go to sleep beside her at 

night with the lights off. ~ Lea 

 

Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver  

 One of the reasons that I've always 

enjoyed Kingsolver's novels is that she isn't afraid 

to bring politics and/or the environment into the 

plot. Flight Behavior is no exception. Set on a 

sheep farm in contemporary Appalachia, the 

residents - most of whom are very set in their 

impoverished ways - find an inexplicable natural 

phenomenon of extraordinary beauty and mag-

nitude. How they choose to interpret this gift 

will decide their individual and collective futures.  

 Many readers will feel that a bias is hard

-wired into this story. It's true that science and 

nature are given equal stage time with God and 

man's mastery over the earth. What I especially 

appreciated as the story unfolded is that the characters also have 

to adjust as they realize their own truths.  

 Kingsolver’s writing is confident and comforting. She 

finds humor and dignity in everyday life. She has a folk-sy way of 

revealing her astute interpretation of human nature and it's com-

plexities. She also isn't afraid to sound the alarm and let us know 

what's at stake. She's written another novel for our times that I 

can highly recommend. ~ Dianne  
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FICTION 
Malice of Fortune by Michael Ennis 

 Set in Italy in 1502-03, Malice of Fortune 

recounts the tale of Damiata, a courtesan to the 

Vatican, and her quest to save her son from the 

ruling Borgia family. It is also a story about young 

Niccolò Machiavelli, a clerk from Florence who 

befriends her. 

 There is great political unrest in Italy, and 

a chess game is being played between Pope Alex-

ander, his son Duke Valentino, and the condotti-

eri, paid mercenaries with wavering alliances. Ma-

chiavelli has been sent to Imola to monitor the 

political climate and to keep the Florentine gov-

ernment apprised of impending military aggres-

sion. Also on scene is Leonardo da Vinci, Duke 

Valentino's military engineer, who is drawn into an investigation 

of the sadistic murders of several young women. 

 I was just going to read the first chapter of Malice of 

Fortune before making a commitment, but was drawn in from 

the start. This book has it all: a serial killer, the birth of criminal 

profiling, witches, the brutality of the reigning Borgias, and a 

dose of Italian history. Reading this book prompted me to do 

more research on the Borgias and Machiavelli as I tried to sort 

out fact from fiction. Perhaps the plot has an extra dose of 

drama, but I found this to be a captivating story with a good 

balance of history, romance, mystery, and suspense. ~ Lea 

 

The Absent One by Jussi Adler-Olsen  

 Department Q, Copenhagen's cold case 

division, has become rather famous after an auspi-

cious start. In this second book of the Danish 

crime series, Carl Morck finds himself preparing to 

meet an international delegation interested in his 

work. What they will find is one detective in a 

basement office next to the furnace room, one 

enthusiastic Syrian assistant who spends part of his 

time as the janitor, and one secretary of dubious 

reputation.  

 Events drive the novel to darker places as 

the cold case Morck undertakes turns deadly. No 

one seems to want the case pursued. Morck is 

even ordered to stop his investigations, and, in any 

case, the murderer confessed years ago. Adler-Olsen packs an 

incredible amount of suspense and mayhem into this cold case as 

money and power conspire to prevent decades of serial crime by 

the nation's elite coming to light.  Clever plotting w i t h 

just the right amount of light touches make this 

series a keeper. ~ Ray  

 

Just out:  The new Department Q mys-

tery, A Conspiracy of Faith 

 

This Bright River by Patrick Somerville  

 This is a novel of two people bottoming out and com-

ing together in their shared hometown in southern Wisconsin. 

Ben Hanson moved from a promising start with 

a family trust fund to a stint in jail, broken rela-

tionships and an aimless, penniless life. Lauren 

Sheehan earned an MD and worked in a refugee 

camp in Africa, but after a series of violent 

events, she finds herself hiding out in St. Helens, 

working part time in a vet’s office. Lauren fears 

that violence will follow her to her new home, 

and Ben is absorbed in family mysteries that 

seem unsolvable.  

 Compulsively readable, the story is told 

from three different perspectives that blend 

seamlessly into a whole. Somerville’s endlessly 

changing creative style kept me on the edge, not 

knowing what to expect next. The story roars to a wild conclu-

sion as conflicts are resolved, and mysteries are solved, all in a 

very satisfying manner.  The UP has more than a cameo 

role—a cabin in the northwoods—and that’s always nice. ~ Ray  

$15.00 (-10%) 

480 pages 

Hachette 
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$15.95 (-10%) 

416 pages 

Anchor (RH) 
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Available now 

Read it before you see it: 

 
World War Z by Max Brooks  

Our best selling zombie book for the last few years. "An 

'oral history' of the global war the evil brain-

chewers came within a hair of winning. Zombies 

are among us--turn on your television if you don't 

believe it. But, Brooks reassures us, even today, 

human fighters are hunting down the leftovers, 

and we're winning. [His] iron-jaw narrative is 

studded with practical advice on what to do when 

the zombies come, as they surely will. A literate, 

ironic, strangely tasty treat." ~Kirkus Reviews 

(starred review) 

The movie, starring Brad Pitt, is due in theaters June 21 

 

Under the Dome by Stephen King 

On an entirely normal, beautiful fall day in 

Chester's Mill, Maine, the 

town is inexplicably and 

suddenly sealed off from 

the rest of the world by 

an invisible force field. 

Planes crash into it and 

fall from the sky in flam-

ing wreckage, a gardener's hand 

is severed as "the dome" comes 

down on it, people running errands in the neighbor-

ing town are divided from their families, and cars 

explode on impact. No one can fathom what this 

barrier is, where it came from, and when -- or if -- it 

will go away.  

Series begins June 24 at 10:00 p.m. on 

CBS 
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Escape from Camp 14 by Blaine Harden 

 This book is written in the direct style of 

extreme survival books like The Long Walk by 

Rawicz. Twenty-three year old Shin Dong-hyuk is 

the only known escapist from a North Korean la-

bor camp who was also born there. His desper-

ately difficult life and lucky escape cast a bleak light 

on this black hole of a country. Google mapping 

shows that there are many of these gulags in the 

mountainous region of North Korea. The captives 

perform back breaking labor under near starvation 

conditions. Those like Shin who are born there 

(“bred” would be a more accurate term) know 

absolutely nothing about the outside world. He 

also doesn’t understand the concepts of love and 

trust and hope. 

 Shin’s awareness begins when he meets an 

older prisoner new to the camp who tells Shin about geography, 

technology, politics, and mostly food. As in any starvation situa-

tion, food becomes the most important aspect of their meager 

existence. This young man is eating the dried corn that the pigs 

shit out. No one can even begin to understand this type of life 

unless one has experienced extreme deprivation firsthand. His 

lucky escape turns into a dizzying array of new experiences that 

leave him awestruck and empty. He continues to work through 

his own demons and to tell the world about these current hu-

manitarian atrocities. If, like me, you don’t know a darn thing 

about North Korea, this young man’s story is a great place to 

start. Highly recommended. ~ Dianne 

The Orphan Master’s Son by Adam Johnson 

 I first read the non-fiction Escape from 

Camp 14 (left) to try and wrap my head around 

North Korea.  It was very helpful but not entirely 

necessary when it came to reading this novel. I 

can honestly say that I have never read anything 

like it. We usually try and read the prize winners 

and sometimes wonder what the big deal is. Not 

so with this ingenious story, winner of this year’s 

Pulitzer. The American-based author has clearly 

done his homework by interviewing defectors, 

studying NK’s long history, and actually visiting 

the capital (under strict guidance). Johnson syn-

thesizes this knowledge into a most creative pro-

tagonist and his experiences trying to stay alive 

under this most repressive, cruel regime. 

Pak Jun Do (John Doe) is an orphan who is at the 

mercy of the Great Leader Kim Jong Il (everyone’s “father,” as 

the state takes precedence over family). The escapades this young 

man finds himself in are some of life’s most dangerous, daring, 

violent, and illegal that you will ever read about, especially in 

one story. The part about the fishing trawler in the North Sea is 

worth the price of the book. What makes this dark narrative 

readable is the evolution of Jun’s thinking, which leads him to try 

and take his life in his own hands. He wants to understand what 

“free” feels like. His method of getting there is what makes this 

ironically funny (at times) novel so unique and deserving of the 

Pulitzer Prize in fiction. Very highly recommended. ~ Dianne 

NONFICTION 

NORTH KOREA 

$15.00 (-10%) 

210 pages 

Penguin 

9780143122913 

Available now 

$15.00 (-10%) 

456 pages 

Random House 

9780812982626 

Available now 

Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity by Katherine Boo 

WINNER: National Book Award 2012 

Forevers may be the best non-fiction narrative you’ll ever read. Boo spent years documenting 

the everyday dolor and drama of life in Annawadi, a Mumbai slum sandwiched between high rise hotels 

and the city’s airport. Her poignant, sometimes heartbreaking, narrative focuses on several families and 

the daily struggles they go through to survive or prosper in a local economy based primarily on the detri-

tus of the middle and upper classes. 

  Boo is an excellent writer, objectively constructing a detailed picture of the people of Annawadi 

while seamlessly weaving in descriptions of current social, economic and political issues in India. By the 

end of the book, you’ll know much more about the problems plaguing emerging countries that are striv-

ing to emulate the west. You’ll also better comprehend the difficulty of truly understanding centuries-old 

societies that are fundamentally different from our own. ~ Vince G. (customer) 

 

$27.00 (-10%) 

288 pages 

Random House 

9781400067558 

Available now 

snowboundbooks.com 
On our website, you can: 

 Print current and back issues of this newsletter 

 See what local book clubs are reading 

 Order books (to be either shipped or picked up in-store) 

 Check our calendar for book signings and events 

 Check out this fall’s Community Read & The Great Michigan Read 



Revolutionary Summer: The Birth of American Independ-

ence  by Joseph J. Ellis 

 Joseph Ellis, winner of the National 

Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize, has written 

an elegant study of our revolutionary summer, 

1776.  He contends that too often the political 

and military events are described separately 

when in fact they are intimately related and play 

off of each other. 

 Washington’s siege of Boston ended 

when he was able to drag enough artillery to the 

heights overlooking the harbor to force the Brit-

ish to leave. By summer, the British were ready 

to renew the conflict with thousands of army 

and mercenary reinforcements and a huge fleet 

to back them up.  Washington rightly deduced that New York 

would be the target and he moved the Continental army and 

supporting militias to that location. What followed was a mix of 

military and diplomatic moves that eventually resulted in Wash-

ington fleeing New York and all hope of a diplomatic solution 

lost.  Even though we had declared our independence in July, the 

British General Howe and his brother, Admiral Howe kept trying 

to arrange events to allow the Americans to back down. It was 

not to be. 

Ellis dispels a few Revolutionary myths along the way. 

The most prominent one is the myth that the Minutemen - the 

militia - were integral to winning the war.  In fact, they were 

undisciplined, tended to desert, and were difficult to integrate 

into the Continental Army on an ad hoc basis. After New York, 

the militia played only a minor role in the outcome of the war. 

Ellis has packed a lot of information into a short book. 

This conciseness has allowed him to use his considerable narrative 

style to produce an easily accessible book on the founding of our 

nation. ~ Ray 

 

 

Zoobiquity: The Astonishing Connection Between Human 

and Animal Health by Barbara Natterson-

Horowitz 

 Zoobiquity is a highly accessible call for 

increased communication between specialists in the 

medical and veterinary fields. Moving forward 

from the premise that veterinary research has a 

myriad of implications for the medical field, and 

vice versa, authors Horowitz and Bowers crank out 

a compelling call for the medical field to listen 

closely to animal specialists when diagnosing and 

treating human illness.  

 Reading Zoobiquity dispelled many myths 

about human health that I previously held while 

utilizing tongue-in-cheek and occasionally risqué 

humor. I won’t again consider phenomena like cancer, addiction, 

and obesity products of humanity’s obsession with environ-

mental tinkering or our insatiable lust for pleasure. Zoobiquity is 

for audiences both enamored by the connections between hu-

man and animal health and for those who doubt that those con-

nections exist at all.  ~ Michael 

 

Life Everlasting by Bernd Heinrich 

 A new book by Bernd Heinrich is a sure 

way to brighten my day, even when said book is 

about death. The wonderful thing about 

Heinrich's nature investigations is that he makes 

me feel like I can do this myself - set the scene 

and watch what happens. I don't think that I'll 

drop a deer carcass in my backyard and sit back 

to see who claims it, as Heinrich did, but I might 

put a dead mouse or chipmunk out on my lawn 

to see if sexton beetles will arrive to carry it away 

for burial.  

 In Life Everlasting we are reacquainted 

with Goliath and Whitefeather, Henrich's pet 

ravens of many years, and we hear about his 

childhood as a refugee in the German forests after World War II. 

We learn about the relationship between dung beetles and Egyp-

tian mummies. We find out what happens when a multi-ton 

whale dies and drops several miles to the seemingly lifeless sea 

bottom.  

 I must mention a fascinating tidbit about a new theory 

concerning caterpillars and butterflies. Perhaps this is not one 

creature, but two species that hybridized in the distant past, co-

habitating in such a way that when the caterpillar dies, a second 

set of genes activates that leads to the birth of a butterfly, a com-

pletely different species. A new Heinrich book is a magnificent 

thing. ~ Ray  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Women Were Birds by Terry Tempest Williams 

 For many necessary reasons there are an in-

creasing number of authors writing about nature. 

Williams has been writing deep ecology before 

there was a term for it. In many ways this book 

continues the story of her previous work Refuge, 

but you don’t have to read that earlier book first. 

What you should know is that she was raised in 

Utah as a Mormon, during a time (the late 1950s/

early 1960s) when people would go watch the 

above ground atomic tests like they were going 

to a drive-in movie. 

  Birds takes place after her mother has 

died of cancer. All Mormon wives are required to 

keep yearly journals and Williams’ mom had a 

whole shelf full of them. After working up the 

nerve to read them, Terry realizes that they are all blank. So 

what the hell does that mean? In this book she tries to decipher 

her mother’s life and thinking. It is wonderful and so very 

thought provoking.  

This is a deeply personal narrative that transcends the 

personal. I have given two as gifts, and actively look for people 

who I know would appreciate this powerful female message. But 

it reaches far beyond the female, because did you know that 

women used to be birds? Highly recommended. ~ Dianne 

$15.95 (-10%) 

238 pages 
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Available now 
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Picador (MAC) 
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Available now 
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The 5th Wave by Rich Yancey 

 If you like your aliens plant-loving, beer drinking gentle beings kinda like E.T., then this novel may not be for 

you. This story will alter our fascination with aliens just as Twilight changed our imagination with vampires. After Waves 

1-4 devastate most of the world’s population, the remaining people find themselves isolated, mistrustful, and ill-

equipped to stay alive. The diabolical 5
th
 Wave is too clever and deadly to mention (plus I don’t want to spoil it).   

 The young adults in this story have little to live for. It’s their energy and hope that keep them going despite 

increasingly difficult odds. This novel is a page turner extraordinaire. The chapters alternate among characters ranging in 

age from 5 to 16. As these characters continue to survive, we begin to understand the range of emotions that need to 

happen when one’s world (and THE world) is irrevocably changed.  

Not for the faint of heart, but definitely for readers age 14 to 100, this exciting tale takes the dystopian 

genre that is so hot right now to a whole other universe.  This could be the next big book since Hunger 

Games. You gotta read it. ~ Dianne 

 

 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs  

 Jacob grew up listening to his grandpa’s fantastical stories of levitating girls, invisible boys 

and an enchanted orphanage. Grandpa Portman’s tales were always exciting, and Jacob always felt 

he had been somehow cheated, born in the wrong century, and in the wrong place. He knew that 

some pretty awful things had happened to his grandfather—he escaped from the Nazis in Poland—but the amaz-

ing adventures seemed to more than make up for this. As Jacob gets older, he feels cheated in a different way: Grandpa 

had obviously made it all up. There’s no way any of this could be true. 

 When a horrifying event divides Jacob’s life into Before and After, he and his father travel to a small island off 

the coast of Wales. His father, an amateur ornithologist, is looking for unusual birds. Jacob is looking for his grandpa’s 

orphanage.  What he encounters rivals all of Grandpa’s stories, and challenges all he believes himself capable of.    

 This is an unusual and fun little book that will appeal to older (14+) Harry Potter fans. Vintage photos are scat-

tered throughout, some Grandpa Portman’s, some newly discovered. At first, skeptical readers –like me— will look at 

the photos and think “Photoshop,” but after a few pages, Jacob’s story makes them seem pretty authentic. All in all, it’s 

a quirky, multi-sensory experience.  ~ Dana 

 

HaveFun, Molly Lou Melon by Patty 

Lovell; illustrated by David Catrow 

 Molly Lou’s grandmother didn’t 

have fancy store-bought toys when she 

was little. So Molly decides to make her 

toys and have fun in her own backyard. 

The drawings capture the creativity and 

imagination of childhood. Molly’s inge-

nuity even rubs off on a spoiled 

neighbor, proving that the very best thing to play 

with is a huge imagination. Their previous picture book Stand Tall, 

Molly Lou Melon is equally as energetic and inspiring. ~ Dianne 

 

Steam Train, Dream Train by Sherri Duskey Rinker; illus-

trated by Tom Lichtenheld 

From the creators of Goodnight, Goodnight, 

Construction Site comes a trainload of ani-

mals that are having serious fun loading 

each and every train car with all the things 

that children love. The dark pages add to 

the bedtime ambiance. The rhymes help 

rock the child to sleep. Rhyming is a 

great way to encourage language devel-

opment. As most of us know, soon the 

child will be “reading” it to us! ~ Dianne 

  

The Apprentices by Maile Meloy 

 It’s 1954, and it’s been two years since Janie last saw Benjamin. Two years since they saved the world from 

nuclear disaster using formulas from his father’s ancient Pharmacopoeia. Now Janie is a little bored, attending a board-

ing school in New Hampshire and working on an ingenious chemistry project. She misses Benjamin, who only sends the 

occasional cryptic postcard from far flung places like the Far East and South America, where he and his dad tend the 

wounded in war zones, trying out healing formulas from the apothecary’s book. 

 Benjamin figures out a way to communicate telepathically with Janie just as her chemistry project attracts the 

attention of a villain worthy of a James Bond movie, complete with a compound on a remote island in Southeast Asia. 

From here on out, the pace never really slows as these two remarkable kids once again go to extraordinary lengths to 

save each other. Meloy is a heck of a good author, and makes history and big topics accessible to younger readers with-

out condescending or dumbing things down.  This exciting book is full of magic, science, and challenges. 

Meloy demands a lot of her characters, and they have to make some tough decisions and sacrifices. It’s a 

fun read, and well worth the wait from the first book. (ages 10+) ~ Dana  

Read this first: The Apothecary 
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