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Prague Fatale by Philip Kerr 

 In the past year, I’ve spent a lot of time 

with a guy named Bernie Gunther. He’s very intel-

ligent, in a street-smart kind of way, and loyal to 

those who deserve it. His mouth gets him into 

trouble and he smokes too much. He has loved 

and lost, and a weakness for women who are no 

good for him. He’s brave, even when it’s detri-

mental to his physical well-being, yet his strong 

sense of self-preservation often compels him to 

actions he knows are morally questionable. He 

makes me laugh.  

 In WWII Germany, Bernie often has to 

confront the practicality of worrying about one 

death among millions. Why worry about one small 

murder when state-sanctioned killings are rampant? Gunther de-

cides it does matter. Life matters.   

 In the series so far (which wraps around itself so you can 

read them out of order), Bernie has stepped on a lot of high-

powered toes. He’s also made some questionable “friends” — in 

this case, Reinhard Heydrich, who appoints Gunther as his body-

guard in Prague. Truthfully, Gunther would happily off Heydrich 

himself if he could get away with it, but he takes the job and 

hopes it’s over soon. Then one of Heydrich’s adjutants is killed, 

and things get exciting from there.   

 The most compelling aspect of this series is Kerr’s ability 

to make Gunther’s choices relatable, to put his struggle to be a 

good man in a horrific setting in context, and make us really think 

about how nothing is black and white. Bernie is fascinating and 

incredibly complex, but I have to say that it’s his wisecracking 

voice that captivates me and keeps me coming back for more.  

Highly, enthusiastically recommended. ~ Dana 

 

The Family Fang by Kevin Wilson 

 This book about brilliant pranksters is 

also a prank itself. The elder Fangs are totally into 

guerilla performance art. They use their children, 

Annie and Buster (Child A & Child B) to give their 

random acts of chaos sympathy and credence. It's 

when Annie and Buster grow into adults that this 

story really becomes both tragic and comic. I 

found myself vacillating between hooting with 

glee and gasping at their audacity. 

 The ending is not to be believed, but 

maybe that's the point. A lot of fun from beginning 

to end,  this creative novel takes the reader into a 

family that I guarantee you have never met before. 

Thoroughly enjoyable - it makes me smile just to 

think (and write and talk) about it. ~  Dianne 

Sacre Bleu: A Comedy D’art by Christopher Moore 

 Christopher Moore is one curious dude. 

And I mean that in two ways: he’s intensely in-

quisitive about the world around him, and he’s, 

well, more than a little offbeat. In his past twelve 

novels his imagination ricocheted over subjects 

such as demons, King Lear, ancient sea monsters, 

vampires, whales, and Jesus. Moore’s newest ad-

venture, inspired by Van Gogh’s “suicide,” is a 

romp  through art history, concentrating on the 

libidinous Impressionists. (In fact, the audio version 

of this book would make a great drinking game. If 

you did a shot at every “bonk” you’d be drunk in 

no time.)   

 The Colorman and his Muse have been 

around since man first painted stick figures on cave walls, provid-

ing pigments of all hues. What keeps him alive, though, is ultra-

marine, the blue of Ancient Egypt, Michelangelo, and the robe of 

the Virgin Mary. It’s a rare and expensive color, made from 

ground lapis lazuli from the mountains of Afghanistan. As our 

Parisian painters soon realize, though, it’s costly in more ways 

than one. Over the centuries, many artists have ended up com-

pletely mad or dead from using the color. In a nefarious cycle, the 

Colorman furnishes the blue, the Muse inspires artists to use it, 

and artists become famous because of it, which makes them want 

more. Good art can be addictive.  

 I’d really like to see Moore do a serious novel. The re-

search that went into this book is astonishing, and he’s certainly 

intelligent enough to pull it off. I don’t know if his fans would 

stand for it, though. They expect Moore-like silliness. And they 

will not be disappointed on that front here. ~ Dana   

LIMITED NUMBER OF SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE 

 

Say Her Name by Francisco Goldman 

 This is an exquisite autobiographical novel 

of love and loss. You feel as if this relationship and 

these events are happening to someone close to 

you. Goldman lovingly writes about his great for-

tune in finding and marrying Aura Estrada, also a 

writer. It doesn’t matter that they are 17 years 

apart in age, or that her mother hates him, or that 

they have to divide their time between Brooklyn 

and Mexico. All that matters is that they are totally 

in love and then she dies. What else can a grieving 

writer do but keep writing? I think that this book 

will win awards for its writing, but ultimately it 

will be remembered as one of THE greatest love 

stories ever told. ~ Dianne 
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The Last Werewolf  by Glen Duncan 

 Jake Marlowe is the last of his kind and 

this depresses him.  That two different organiza-

tions are hunting him doesn’t help matters much, 

either.  Let’s just say that he’s feeling a bit of exis-

tential angst.  He’s been around for two hundred 

years, and he’s tired.  

 When he unexpectedly discovers a re-

newed sense of purpose, this novel really takes off. 

Suddenly, Jake wants to live, and he fights for 

what he wants. The author doesn’t sugar-coat 

Jake’s monthly transformation nor the rather ro-

bust urges that accompany it.  Yet for all the sex 

and violence, this remains an insightful and elegant 

novel. Jake is a complex character whose journal 

entries reveal a thoughtful, well-read man struggling with his exis-

tence.  Duncan is an original, eloquent and entertaining writer. 

His work has been compared to Kazuo Ishiguro and Michael On-

daatje, and I think he'll be around for a while.  

 This is a smart, suspenseful, and highly engrossing read 

that redefines the werewolf legend, much like Elizabeth Kostova’s 

The Historian reexamined the Dracula myth. And like The Histo-

rian, The Last Werewolf will entertain readers who don’t usually 

go for this genre stuff.  Highly recommended.  ~ Dana 

 

 

NOTE: The sequel, Talulla Rising, is coming 

out in June. I’ll have a full review then. For 

now, I can tell you that it’s awesome, one of 

the best sequels I’ve read. 

 

 

 

 

 

Language of Flowers By Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

 Eighteen year old Victoria ages out of 

California’s foster care system and onto the streets 

of San Francisco. Most of her placements have 

been thorny, leaving her an angry, destructive 

individual. A vineyard owner with family troubles 

of her own takes Victoria in and teaches her the 

hidden meaning of flowers.  Victoria’s skill with 

flowers and their special language lands her a job 

and a second chance. The main character is diffi-

cult to like, but I still found myself rooting for her. 

This debut novel was difficult to put down, expos-

ing me to a world of children who are floating out 

there. It should do especially well with book clubs 

and those of us who love to send time with a vari-

ety of plants and people.  ~ Dianne 

 

   

 

Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks 

 In her characteristic style, Brooks takes a 

little known history and imagines a story for it.  In 

this case, the history is that Caleb, a boy from the 

Wampanoag tribe that occupied what is now Mar-

tha’s Vineyard, was the first Native American to 

graduate from Harvard.  The time is the 1660s, 

when small groups of English puritans were settling 

on the Eastern coast of the U.S. as missionaries to 

convert the heathen Indians (their words) to Chris-

tianity.  Around this, she creates a richly detailed 

tale that more than captures this troubling time in 

American history.   

 Our narrator is Bethia, the young daugh-

ter of the priest on the island. After meeting young 

Caleb by accident one day, they begin a secret friendship far 

down the shore. They share with each other their different 

knowledge – he teaches her of herbs and plants and walking 

without making a sound, and she gives him a book. They learn 

each other’s languages. They discuss the differences in their Gods. 

But they cannot escape the less open-minded adult world around 

them, or the inevitable directions in which each will be pulled.   

 It’s a story as much about Bethia’s as it is Caleb. She is a 

light of wisdom, critical thinking, and compassion in the dark 

world of this novel, and yet, as a woman, she has no voice there, 

no choices. Which is why I’m so glad Brooks chose to have her 

tell this tale herself; her mind is extraordinary.  ~ Brianna 

 

Emperor Mollusk Versus the Sinister Brain 

 by A. Lee Martinez 

 A. Lee Martinez deserves a spot next to 

Douglas Adams and Terry Pratchett as one of the 

great comedic fantasy/sci-fi authors of our time.  If 

you're unfamiliar with him, Emperor Mollusk Versus 

the Sinister Brain provides an excellent introduction 

to his quirky, frequently hilarious writing style.  

 The story follows Emperor Mollusk, a 

squid from Neptune who conquered Earth in the 

recent past, but has since grown bored with ruling a 

planet, and retired. However, he still feels a certain 

responsibility for the safety of the people of Earth—

especially since his old scientific endeavors seem to 

have a nasty habit of threatening the world. 

 What transpires is exactly as bizarre as you might expect, 

but wrapped up with all the aliens, superscience, and assassins 

from Atlantis is the subtly poignant exploration of a rather serious 

theme:  Can a person ever really change who they are?  Emperor 

Mollusk Versus the Sinister Brain is witty, action-packed, and at 

times, thought-provoking. Above all though, it's just plain fun to 

read. ~ Justin H. (Customer) 

 

FICTION 
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FICTION 

Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal?  

 by Jeanette Winterson 

This memoir is the counterpart to Winterson’s first 

autobiographical novel Oranges Are Not the Only 

Fruit. Oranges won the Whitbread Award for First 

Novel, has sold over 100,000 copies and is used in 

many college courses. Now it’s 25 years later and 

the author is older and more introspective. She is 

also brutally honest, exceptionally bright, and 

ironically funny.  

 Winterson was adopted into a funda-

mentalist Pentecostal family. There were no other 

children and perhaps her strong willed, hellfire 

breathing mother needed an ally. This couple 

couldn’t have chosen a child more different than 

them if they tried. This is a coming of age story, a coming out 

story, and a plea for love and learning how to love. Winterson 

used her public library (reading fiction A-Z, intermixed with po-

etry and Shakespeare) to escape and redefine her options. This 

immersion in the reading life would propel her to Oxford and 

acclaim.  

I especially appreciated her ability to not only transcend 

her past, but admit that she wouldn’t be the person she is today if 

she hadn’t been the random choice of this tough upbringing. I 

won’t get into the exorcism, but I will tell you that the book had 

its excruciatingly funny moments. I’m reading Oranges next.  

~ Dianne 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost in Shangri-la: The Epic True Story of a Plane Crash into 

the Stone Age by Mitchell Zuckoff 

 In the last year of WWII, a pilot flying 

over New Guinea saw a hidden valley high in the 

mountains. It was heavily populated with orderly 

villages, fields and irrigation systems but the valley 

wasn’t on any map. It was dubbed Shangri-la. To 

give personnel at the large airbase on the coast a 

little diversion, the Army arranged some recrea-

tional flights over the valley. One such plane 

crashed into a mountain by the valley. Three pas-

sengers, two men and a woman, survived. Between 

the survivors and their base were miles of impene-

trable jungle, man-eating head hunters, and enemy 

Japanese. 

 The best part of this book is the clash of civilizations 

when the soldiers meet the primitive natives who had never seen 

a white person. The author interviewed native New Guineans 

who remembered the survivors and he presents the often comic 

misinterpretations of behavior on both sides.  For example, some 

paratroopers were dropped into the valley to aid the survivors. 

To the natives, who didn’t wear clothes or have cloth, their khaki 

uniforms looked like some kind of mud which the natives would 

rub on themselves when in mourning. They crowded around the 

strange men to feel the unusual mud. The leader of the para-

troopers thought the natives were fondling them. To show that 

they weren’t women, he told his men to take off their clothes. 

The natives weren’t impressed. 

 The adventure wouldn’t be complete without a spec-

tacular rescue and that is exactly what you get. Throw in as color-

ful a cast of characters as you can imagine and you have a won-

derful ending to the tale of a disastrous “three hour tour.”  

 ~ Ray 

NONFICTION 

$25.00 (-10%) 

230 pages 

Grove (PGW) 

9780802120106 

Available now 

$15.99 (-10%) 

432 pages 

HC 

9780061988356 

Due 4/24/12 

Waiting for Sunrise by William Boyd 

  

 Another deftly written novel by the au-

thor of Any Human Heart and Ordinary Thunder-

storms, among others. Boyd is a genius at descrip-

tion and pacing.  

 Beginning in 1913 Vienna, a Brit is seeking 

psychotherapy (a new science!) for a private con-

dition. His sexual exploits take a traitorous turn 

and he returns to England. Soon, World War II 

erupts and sets off a chain of events that steadily 

dismantles his life. Neither the protagonist nor the 

reader has any idea who to trust. This is such a 

compelling, haunting story by such a confident 

writer. Highly recommended. ~  Dianne 

 

 

Timeless by Gail Carriger 

 The Parasol Protectorate series comes to an 

end with Timeless, much to my dismay.  Two years 

after the events of the fourth book, Alexia has set-

tled into a reasonably comfortable life full of were-

wolves, vampires, and a precocious toddler who 

hates bathing.  But then she receives a summons 

from an ancient vampire queen in Egypt, who 

wishes to see little Prudence, the metanatural.  What 

does the queen want?  How does it involve Lord 

Maccon's pack?  And why must Egyptians drink that 

dreadful coffee instead of tea? 

 This is a must-read for fans of the series.  If 

you're heartbroken to find out that this is the last 

novel of Alexia's adventures, fear not!  The author is promising a 

spin-off about Prudence, due out next year.  I can hardly wait. ~ 

Jessica H. (Customer) 

$25.99 (-20%) 

368 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780061876769 

Due 4/17/12 

$7.99 

416 pages 

Orbit (HACH) 

9780316127189 

Available now 
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Young Adult 
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

 Here is another young adult novel that 

fits into that sub-genre of war stories narrated by 

children. Written by the daughter of a Lithuanian 

refugee, this riveting novel gives voice to the 

countries of LIthuania, Latvia, and Estonia that 

disappeared from the maps in 1941 and did not 

reappear until 1990. Stalin's purges captured hun-

dreds of thousands of people who either were 

killed outright or died in labor camps in Siberia. 

The sixteen year old protagonist, Lina, fights with 

her mother and brother to survive. She uses her 

artistic ability to cope and document their experi-

ence, thinking any day now it will all be over. Like 

The Book Thief, this story won't let you go. Highly 

recommended for young adults and adults. ~ Dianne 

 

NOTE: This is the recommended “younger reader” book to this 

year’s Community Read, Mountain of Crumbs (see last page). 

The Catastrophic History of You and Me  

by Jess Rothenberg 

 This young adult novel is reminiscent of 

The Lovely Bones, only funnier and with more 

closure. Fifteen year old Brie dies (literally) of a 

broken heart. As she goes through the five steps of 

grieving prior to going to heaven, she has to make 

some tough choices and decisions.  

 This paranormal romance contains a 

complex narrative about the consequences of our 

actions and the often wrong assumptions that we 

make throughout our lives. Highly imagined, and 

somehow fun, this is a very compelling read. 

 ~ Dianne 

$8.99 

352 pages 

Speak (PGN) 

978014242059 

Due 4/3/12 

$17.99 (-10%) 

375 pages 

Dial (Penguin) 

9780803737204 

Available now 

Many readers love series; one book just isn’t enough time to spend with some characters. We’ve seen this, obviously, with Harry Potter 

and the Hunger Games. Below are the first books in series that may have flown under your radar, but are definitely worthy of atten-

tion.  

 

  Akhenaten Adventure: Children of the Lamp #1 by Philip Kerr 

  “Meet John and Philippa Gaunt, twelve-year-old twins who discover that they are descended from a 

long line of djinn. All of a sudden, they have the power to grant wishes, travel to extraordinary places, and make peo-

ple and objects disappear... And not a moment too soon, since John and Philippa are about to embark on a search to 

locate a monstrous pharaoh named Akhenaten and his eerie tomb.” (publisher description) This is the first in a seven 

book series by one of Snowbound’s favorite adult mystery writers (see front page for his latest). I found it to be crea-

tive, fun, and engaging and I’m not even a kid! You’ll have to read it to find out what a djinn is. ~ Dianne 

 

Rest of the series: Blue Djinn of Babylon, Cobra King  of Kathmandu, Day of the Djinn Warriors, Eye of the Forest, Five 

Fakirs of Faizabad, Grave Robbers of Genghis Khan 

 

 

 

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz 

 Alex Rider is a secret agent and he’s only fourteen years old. When his guardian uncle dies, Alex is chosen to 

take his place. Plausible? No. But what fun and danger he experiences while working (very) serious assignments! He also 

gets to use lots of cool gadgets. Stormbreaker places Alex against an evil computer genius. This renowned writer has 

given kids an exciting espionage series that currently has ten books in it. I had a hard time putting it down!  

~ Dianne 

Rest of the series: Point Blanc, Skeleton Key, Eagle Strike, Scorpia, Ark Angel, Snakehead, Crocodile Tears, Scorpia Rising 

 

 

 

Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins 

 When Gregor falls through a grate in his apartment building, he's hurtled into the dark Underland, a world 

that is on the brink of war. But his arrival is no accident--a prophecy foretells that Gregor has a role to play in the Un-

derland's uncertain future. His little sister comes along and plays a role as well.  This is the first in the Underland Chroni-

cles by the now famous author of The Hunger Games. I found this middle reader fantasy to be creative, adventurous, 

and very well written. ~ Dianne 

 

Rest of the Series: Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane, Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods, Gregor and the Marks 

of Secret, Gregor and the Code of Claw 

 

Kids SERIES 
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SNOWBOUND ONLINE 

2012 COMMUNITY READ 

A Mountain of Crumbs 
 by Elena Gorokhova  

 

“Mountain of Crumbs vividly, devastatingly conveys what it was like growing up in the shabby disillusion of the Brezhnev

-era Soviet Union - and almost swooningly indulges the nostalgia for place and landscape that's seemingly steeped into 

every Russian soul.” ~ Ben Dickinson, ELLE 

 

 

 

Go to snowboundbooks.com for our full review.  

We’ll post events as soon as they’re finalized.   

For the history of the One Book, One Community  

program, go to www.nmu.edu/onebookmqt.  

2012 

 We pride ourselves on taking care of our customers and doing all we can to keep them reading. And, 

soon, that will include those who have made the switch to e-readers. Many of you are purists and have only dis-

tain for those “contraptions,” but a lot of our customers have embraced this new format to some degree or an-

other.  

 Therefore, we’re redesigning our website so we can provide e-books to those who want them, and good 

old fashioned paper books for those who don’t.  If you’re new to e-books, there’s an easy how-to guide.   

 Another cool thing is that the website will sync with our in-store inventory of NEW books (not  used), so 

it’ll be easy to tell if a book is on our shelves or needs to be ordered.  You can also rate books you’ve read, and see 

what our other customers think.  

 


