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The Beautiful Mystery by Louise Penny 

 How satisfying it is to pick up a book that 

you know you are going to love.  How wonderful 

to settle in and visit your old friends Chief Inspec-

tor Armand Gamache and Jean-Guy Beauvoir of 

the Surete du Quebec who are about to begin a 

new murder investigation.  It is only with a little 

regret that I find that they will not be visiting the 

village of Three Pines in this book. 

 Instead, they are sent to the northern 

wilderness of Quebec to an old crumbling monas-

tery where the locked doors contain many secrets. 

Within the walls a murder has been committed. No 

outsiders are ever admitted to Saint-Gilbert-Entre-

Les-Loups, where the monks live in silence except 

for the wonderful music produced by their superb voices.  When 

they uncharacteristically decide to raise needed funds by produc-

ing a CD of ancient chants—the beautiful mystery—their quiet life 

begins to fall apart and they are confronted with the outside 

world. 

Inspector Gamache and Beauvoir must face their own 

demons before the killer is found.  

As with most great mystery series, the book stands on its own, 

but there is also a greater overarching story of the main charac-

ters.  Penny does an excellent job of blending these together so 

that any reader will be happy with the book.  I always recom-

mend starting anywhere in a series—grab a used copy and get 

going—but if you really like the author, go back to the beginning 

and get to know the characters as they begin to grow and be-

come nearly real.  ~ Ray 

 

Devil Said Bang: A Sandman Slim Novel by Richard Kadrey 

 James Stark, a.k.a. Sandman Slim, 

earned his scars and reputation in Hell’s Arena, 

where he fought gladiator style. His survival is 

impressive, his escape nothing short of miracu-

lous. Set in L.A. and Hell (some would say there’s 

not a huge difference), Devil Said Bang  ratchets 

up the stakes for Stark while maintaining the dy-

namics, action and humor of the series so far. 

    For those of you who have read the first 

three Sandman Slim books, this review is merely a 

formality. I know you don’t need convincing. 

You’ll read this book and you’ll love it.   

 For those of you who haven’t experi-

enced Kadrey yet, consider this your siren call to give him a try. If 

you like your heroes foul-mouthed, drunk, and bad-ass, Sandman 

Slim is your man. If you like your novels smart, funny, and fueled 

with Jack Daniels, adrenaline and hoodoo, Kadrey is the author 

for you. They’re my kind of guys. ~ Dana  

Dog Stars by Peter Heller 

 Hig is a one-percenter, one of the few 

survivors of a flu epidemic that decimated the 

population a decade ago. He doesn’t have 

much: a dog named Jasper, a gun-crazy neighbor 

appropriately named Bangley, a 1956 Cessna, 

and the security of isolation.  

 In spare, lovely language, Heller trans-

ports us to Hig’s world, a place once called Col-

orado. Hig, Bangley, and Jasper live quiet lives 

fishing, flying, and protecting their haven – a 

small rural airport – from raiders. They try to 

maintain some semblance of their previous lives, 

but it’s hard. Everyone’s gone. 

 This is a hauntingly beautiful novel. Hig 

tells his story in short, vivid vignettes—musings rather than de-

tailed narrative—that echo the mood and circumstances of his 

life. He’s surprisingly sanguine about his situation, and finds con-

tentment in small things, like Jasper and a cold mountain stream. 

Both men and women will find much to admire in this subtly 

profound debut. Highly recommended. ~ Dana 

 

 

 

 

Borrower by Rebecca Makkai 

 What a pleasurable read this turned out 

to be! Without giving away too much, a children’s 

librarian allows herself to be kidnapped by her 

favorite 10 year old patron. They embark on a 

crazy road trip in an attempt to find his grand-

mother. This sounds straightforward, but when 

their motivations start surfacing, the reader is tak-

en on a whole different kind of journey.  

 There is the anarchic thinking that only 

someone of Russian descent is capable of. There is 

a child being raised by conservative Christians 

who send him to anti-gay classes, when he doesn’t 

even know what that means. The dialogue that 

ensues from their forced intimacy is a hoot! I also 

love the references to children’s literature, and the idea that sto-

ries can teach us much about ourselves and the world around us. 

Just reading this review makes me want to reread the book. 

Reading groups will have a good time with this one. ~ Dianne 
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384 pages 
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$24.95 (-20%) 

336 pages 

Knopf (RH) 
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324 pages 

Penguin 

9780143120957 

Available now 

$24.99 (-20%) 

416 pages 

Harper Collins 

9780062094595 
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FICTION 
Skippy Dies by Paul Murray 

 Looking for a summer vacation read, I 

picked up Skippy Dies expecting an atmospheric 

Irish tale set in a rambling boarding school. What I 

found was a funny, heartbreaking, character-

driven novel that grabbed me from the opening 

page. During a doughnut-eating contest with his 

best friend Ruprecht, 14-year-old Skippy Juster 

collapses on the floor of a local hangout. As he 

dies, he spells out the name of a girl in raspberry 

filling. 

 Over the next 661 pages we get the back 

story, all the while hoping we can somehow 

change Skippy's fate. At times hilarious, and at 

times uncomfortably crude and dark, we follow 

Skippy and his Seabrook school chums as they blunder through 

adolescence. One of Paul Murray's gifts is his ability to capture the 

banter among sexually-obsessed boys, the blind leading the blind, 

so to speak. Whether they are constructing haikus, debating about 

war zombies, or reinterpreting Robert Frost's poem The Road 

Not Taken, it's just plain funny. On the dark side, we see ruthless 

bullying, prescription drug abuse, porn, and pedophilia. 

 Skippy's core group of friends, while merciless in their 

verbal taunts, very movingly anchor each other in a world filled 

with chaos. Especially endearing is Skippy's roommate Ruprecht, 

an overweight boy-genius who is obsessed with string theory and 

scientific experiments involving tinfoil. 

 We plead with the adults in the story to help Skippy, but 

all have abysmal failings. The teachers and parents, mostly Sea-

brook graduates themselves, are blindly living out their adoles-

cent roles in grown-up bodies. Our one hope is Howard Fallon, 

the boys' history teacher who is on a soul search of his own. 

In the wake of Skippy's death, characters struggle, and it 

is messy as it so often is in real life. This book doesn't end with 

everything wrapped up in a neat package. Murray gives us rays of 

real hope, and we hang onto these because Skippy cannot have 

died in vain. ~ Lea 

 

The Absent One by Jussi Adler-Olsen 

 Department Q, Copenhagen's cold case 

division, has become rather famous after an auspi-

cious start. In this second book of the Danish crime 

series, Carl Morck finds himself preparing to meet 

an international delegation interested in his work. 

What they will find is one detective in a basement 

office next to the furnace room, one enthusiastic 

Syrian assistant who spends part of his time as the 

janitor, and one secretary of dubious reputation. 

 Events drive the novel to darker places as 

the cold case Morck undertakes turns deadly. No 

one seems to want the case pursued. Morck is 

even ordered to stop his investigations, and, in 

any case, the murderer confessed years ago. Adler-

Olsen packs an incredible amount of suspense and mayhem into 

this cold case as money and power conspire to prevent decades 

of serial crime by the nation's elite coming to light.  

Clever plotting with just the right amount of light touch-

es make this series a keeper. ~ Ray 

 

 

 

 

Rules of Civility by Amor Towles 

 This story reminds us that many women 

have always been trying to break free of society’s 

expectations. This novel, set in 1938 NYC, is real-

ly a book of manners: traditional manners that 

need to be honored, and invented manners that 

create new shifts in choices and lifestyles.  

 The two female protagonists find them-

selves trying to work, love, and just plain have 

fun in the heady, jazzy days before the reality 

check called World War ll.  Surprisingly, it’s the 

male protagonist in this triangle that is required 

to re-examine and change the most. This is an 

intelligent, perceptive story about navigating be-

tween society’s expectations and being true to 

oneself, no matter who you piss off in the process.  An added 

bonus for me was to dwell in the Art Deco days of NYC – very 

black and white, streamlined, and sexy!  ~ Dianne 

 

Gourmet Rhapsody by Muriel Barbery 
 In her sequel to Elegance of the Hedge-

hog, French author and philosopher Barbery re-

turns to the luxurious apartment building on the 

Rue du Grenelle in Paris. I love this book! 
 Pierre Arthens, world-renowned food 

critic has been informed by his doctor that he will 

die in 48 hours.  His deathbed wish is to have one 

final taste, a taste from his past that eludes him. In 

his final hours, he reminisces in mouthwatering 

detail on pleasures of the palate, while an often 

creative cast of characters (including his cat) share 

final thoughts about an arrogant man drunk with 

his own desires and sense of power.    
 This beautifully written sequel transport-

ed me to France, as Arthens recalls in exquisite detail the simple 

gastronomic moments of his life...eating a grandmother's sorbet á 

l'orange served in a goblet, a childhood lunch of freshly grilled 

sardines and chilled dry white wine, and a serendipitous meal on 

a farm in Normandy, one of those endless French lunches that last 

all afternoon. 

 One wonders how this man, so fully alive and enrap-

tured in the delights of the appetite, is at the same time so com-

pletely detached from those who both love and hate him. I am 

still contemplating the meaning of his final taste, and also reflect-

ing upon the importance of food as a shared pleasure, but most 

fondly remembering my tastes, especially the French ones. 
 I believe that this would be a great book club selection. 

Bring delicious flavors and wine to this one! ~ Lea 

$16.00 (-10%) 

661 pages 

MAC 

9780865478619 

Available now 

$26.95 (-20%) 

416 pages 

Dutton (PGN) 

9780525952893 

Due 8/21/12 

$15.00 (-10%) 

156 pages 

Europa (PGN) 

9781933372952 

Available now 

Pete’s Picks 
Pete is a customer whose taste we trust, and  

he’s always up on the latest books.  

 Orphan Master’s Son  

 by Adam Johnson 

 Helsinki White  

 by James Thompson  

 (or anything by this author) 

$16.00 (-10%) 

335 pages 

Penguin 

9780143121169 

Available now 



NONFICTION 
Life Everlasting: The Animal Way of Death  

   by Bernd Heinrich 

 A new book by Bernd Heinrich is a sure 

way to brighten my day, even when it is about 

death. The wonderful thing about Heinrich's na-

ture investigations is that he makes me feel like I 

can do this myself - set the scene and watch what 

happens. I don't think that I'll drop a deer carcass 

in my backyard and sit back to see who claims it, 

as Heinrich did, but I might put a dead mouse or 

chipmunk out on my lawn to see if sexton beetles 

will arrive to carry it away for burial. 

 In Life Everlasting we are reacquainted 

with Goliath and Whitefeather, Henrich's pet ra-

vens of many years, and we hear about his childhood as a refugee 

in the German forests after World War II. We learn about the 

relationship between dung beetles and Egyptian mummies. We 

find out what happens when a multi-ton whale dies and drops 

several miles to the seemingly lifeless sea bottom. 

 I must mention a fascinating tidbit about a new 

theory concerning caterpillars and butterflies. Perhaps this is not 

one creature, but two species that hybridized in the distant past, 

cohabitating in such a way that when the caterpillar dies, a se-

cond set of genes activates that leads to the birth of a butterfly, a 

completely different species. A new Heinrich book is a magniicent 

thing. ~ Ray 

 

 

La Seduction: How the French Play the Game of Life  

by Elaine Sciolino 

 Sciolino, an American political corre-

spondent and long-term resident of Paris, gives 

her readers a great inside look into French culture. 

If you, like me, are a bit of a Francophile, a travel-

er to France, or have political interests in Franco-

American relations, this is a gem of a book. 

 Using her journalistic curiosity, she ex-

plores how the French use “la seduction” in all 

aspects of everyday life. Mystery, subtlety, playful-

ness and sensuality are woven into conversation, 

cooking, eating, politics, and style. While straight-

forwardness is very American, wit, double enten-

dres, and le regard (the bond between two people 

making eye contact) are all important in the game and art of liv-

ing. 

 One can't visit Paris without noticing that both men and 

women take care to dress well even when running errands. There 

is pleasure in being stylish for oneself and for others. Sales of lin-

gerie and perfume far surpass other countries. I was amused to 

learn that French children have a board game to identify scents 

and are taught from an early age to identify tastes. 

 The author does a great job of taking a comparative 

view of our cultures without taking sides. For example, while 

having a mistress is akin to political suicide in America, it is de 

rigueur in France. In fact, a lack of sexual dalliances can be seen as 

suspicious. What goes for casual banter in the workplace in France 

would be grounds for sexual harassment in America.  From a po-

litical standpoint, one can see how misunderstandings occur. Ad-

dressing the stereotype of rudeness for example, Sciolino explains 

how an American might interpret a lack of smiling as rude, when 

in fact, the French find eye contact to be most important. 

I'm a blind romantic, love all things French, and bought 

this book in hopes of finding ways to add some French plaisirs 

(pleasures) to my daily life. So don your best attire, grab a local 

chocolate croissant, and read this book at an outdoor table. 

While I will never be turned out like a French woman, perhaps 

now I will iron my clothes. ~ Lea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other reasons to check it out: 

 Printable back issues of the newsletter 

 Customer ratings and reviews 

 Links to IndieBound monthly flyers 

 More book club suggestions 

 Inventory of our NEW books (not used) 

- 24 hour  access to the store. 

 Easy ordering, any time, from anywhere 

(for delivery or in-store pick-up) 

 

$25.00 (-10%) 

256 pages 

Houghton Mif-

flin 

9780547752662 

$15.99 (-10%) 

338 pages 

MAC 

9781250007445 

A Mountain of Crumbs   

 by Elena Gorokhova  
 

“Mountain of Crumbs vividly, devastatingly 

conveys what it was like growing up in the shab-

by disillusion of the Brezhnev-era  

Soviet Union - and almost swooningly indulges 

the nostalgia for place and landscape that's 

seemingly steeped into every Russian soul.” ~ 

Ben Dickinson, ELLE 

 

AUTHOR VISIT: OCTOBER 25 

 7:00 p.m in NMU’s Great Lakes Rooms 

 

The Snowbound website has our full review.  

We’ll post more events as soon as they’re finalized.  For the history 

of the One Book, One Community  

program, go to www.nmu.edu/onebookmqt.  

2012 



INTERESTING LIVES 
Yes, Chef by Marcus Samuelsson 

 Most celebrity chefs would put their 

photo on the cover of their memoir: a big smiling 

face, custom chef’s tunic, and a cooking utensil or 

signature dish. Look at me!  So I was curious 

when I saw this book, the title written in a pile of 

spice, like a drawing on fogged glass.  It turns out 

that this is fairly indicative of what you’ll find 

inside – a memoir that concentrates on food, ra-

ther than fame, though Samuelsson is indeed very 

famous.    

 The spice on the cover is berbere, a 

blend essential to Ethiopian cooking, the culture’s 

“salt and pepper.” It is a nod to his heritage, and 

the title an acknowledgement of all he’s accom-

plished. Samuelsson, who you may recognize from Bravo’s Top 

Chef Masters, was born in rural Ethiopia. When his mother dies 

of TB, he and his sister are adopted by a loving family in Sweden.  

It is in his grandmother’s Swedish kitchen that Marcus falls in love 

with food and the magic of cooking. He cooks his way around 

the world, and finally settles in NYC.  

I’ve never seen Samuelsson on TV, never tried any of his 

recipes, so I entered this book without expectations. I discovered 

that I want to know more. I’m fascinated with his enthusiasm for 

melding flavors and techniques from the four corners of the 

globe. (Maybe next month I‘ll have a review of his cookbook.) 

And his compelling personal journey is so tightly tied to his ex-

ploration of new food experiences that the two are inseparable. 

Foodies will love this book. ~ Dana 

Drive Me Out of My Mind: 24 Houses in 10 Years by Chad 

Faries 

One of the many positive surprises that came 

out of the 2012 UP Book Tour was the readings 

by Chad Faries. He had that Sherman Alexie way 

about him - a poetic, unapologetic way of de-

scribing his difficult, unique upbringing had me 

laughing when I should have been crying.  

 As the title implies, Chad moved 24 

times in the first 10 years of his life. He was 

raised (that is not the right word) in Iron River 

by a young single mom, a few aunts, and a 

young grandmother. The houses changed fre-

quently, as did all of the men (mostly nameless) 

who flowed through their lives. 

  As many young children do, Chad turned to 

his imagination to interpret and cope with this insecure lifestyle. 

His poetic writing vividly showcases his ability to create his own 

reality, and some scenes made me laugh, and some made me 

weep. But the entirety of this memoir gives readers a child’s eye 

view of rural poverty, excessive drug and alcohol use, domestic 

violence, and the innate resilience of this child to transcend his 

circumstances. This is an exceptional memoir about a U.P. boy 

who made his life better than good, and makes the reader’s life 

better for the telling. ~   Dianne 

$27.00 (-10%) 

319 pages 

Random House 

9780385342605 

Available now 

$16.00 (-10%) 

280 pages 

Emergency Press 

9780983022626 

Available now 

Red Jacket 

First in a new U.P. series  star-

ring Lute Bapcat 

 

Saturday, September 22 

1:00—3:00 p.m. 

Quarantine 

A historical novel 

 

Saturday, October 13 

2:00—4:00 p.m. 

John Smolens 

NOTE:  THE LAST NEWSLETTER HAD THE 

INCORRECT DATE FOR JOE’S SIGNING. 

Joe will be here on 9/22, NOT the 18th 

Joe Heywood 


