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The Face Thief by Eli Gottlieb  

 I enjoyed Gottlieb’s previous novel Now 

You See Him so much that I was glad to dive into 

this one. From the first page I was hooked. It 

starts with a woman falling down a set of marble 

stairs and all the while she is slamming into each 

and every step she is thinking about her life-past 

and improbable future. It is a very in-your-face 

scene (pardon the awful pun).  

 Then the psychological suspense unfolds.  

The greed resulting from unfulfilled childhood 

needs escalates to an adult-level, psychopathic 

neediness that swamps everyone she touches. This 

author’s work reminds me of William Boyd’s sus-

penseful touch-the personal and the unpredictable 

crossing paths. ~ Dianne 

 

The Poison Tree by Erin Kelly 

 Picture a grand old house in London on 

the edge of both the city and the last of England’s 

oldest forests. In it are two 20-something siblings, 

Biba and Rex, orphaned by their mother’s suicide 

and their father’s indifference. Enter Karen, a natu-

ral linguist with a bright academic future. Capti-

vated by the dramatic and bohemian Biba when 

they meet by chance on campus, Karen moves in.  

(Cue the minor piano chord.) 

 The three of them then spend their sum-

mer unemployed, living off of wine and cigarettes 

and naive dreams of the future. Dividing her time 

between this time and the present (10 years later), 

Karen (our narrator) spins a story of complicated 

love -- unhealthy, overbearing, immediate, idealistic, natural, fa-

milial, romantic, confusing – and what happens when these loves 

can’t coexist in one life or one heart any longer. 

 This is a really good first book. It feels like du 

Marnier’s Rebecca, Tana French’s The Likeness, and this French 

movie I saw once. The tension builds quietly, as do the true na-

tures of the characters, which is Kelly’s greatest success in this 

“domestic” psychological thriller.  The effect is that the twist at 

the end manages to feel both shocking and yet completely natu-

ral, like these are the only actions and reactions that make sense.  

I’ll definitely read her next one. ~Brianna 

 

 

 

Queen of America by Louis Alberto Urrea 

{Sequel to Hummingbird’s Daughter—see review 

below} 

 You would think that becoming a saint by 

age nineteen would be the crowning achievement 

in a person’s life. Not so for Teresa Urrea, the Saint 

of Coroba and great-aunt of the author. After the 

Mexican government runs her out of the country 

for inciting a rebellion, Teresa and her father flee to 

Arizona, where pilgrims flock, looking for help or a 

blessing, and assassins lurk in the brush, hoping to 

collect the bounty on Teresa. Eventually, she be-

comes nationally known; her gift of healing takes 

her around the country and into the drawing rooms of New 

York’s elite.  

 After several (too many) years, Urrea finally completes 

his great-aunt’s story, and I think it was worth the wait.  The sec-

ond half of her life is more heartbreaking than the first, but I 

don’t feel this novel is a downer. I like to think of it as a tribute to 

a life that touched and brought comfort to many others. Urrea’s 

writing, as always, showcases both his love of storytelling, and his 

knack of finding beauty even in the dark places.  This is another 

splendid book by an author too-often overlooked by readers. ~ 

Dana 

 

Hummingbird’s Daughter by Urrea 

  Based on the author’s family history, this 

sweeping saga is about a young illegitimate girl 

who, before she finished her second decade, had 

become “St. Teresita,” inspiring faith and revolt in 

thousands of Mexicans and Yaquis. She is a medi-

cine woman, healing with ancient native cures and 

the power of her belief. 

 After conducting twenty years of research 

and interviews, Urrea shows amazing restraint in 

not allowing dry facts to dominate his narrative. 

Instead he gives the tale itself center stage and uses 

his vast knowledge of Teresa’s history to fill in details and add 

authenticity to the story, which is told with humor, pathos, and 

great affection. This has become a favorite with book clubs over 

the years. (Winner, Kiriyama Pacific Rim Prize, 2006) ~ Dana 
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FICTION 

The Rook by Daniel O’Malley 

 This startlingly excellent debut novel 

opens with the main character standing in the rain, 

surrounded by dead bodies.  She has no idea 

what’s going on, absolutely no memory of any-

thing that has come before. Then she reaches in her 

pocket and finds a letter—the first of many— from 

the pre-amnesia version of herself, explaining the 

twisted path of betrayal and malice that has led her 

to this moment.  

 It turns out she is a high ranking official in 

Her Majesty’s Supernatural Secret Service, and one 

of her coworkers has wiped her memory through 

nefarious means. She isn’t going to let him (or her) 

get away with it, so she steps back into her old life, 

determined to bluff her way through and discover who the culprit 

is, and what he/she is hiding. Along the way, she just happens to 

defeat some odd and scary creatures and save the world.  

 This offbeat premise may turn off some readers. Boy, 

will they be sorry. The Rook is a clever, highly imaginative, twisty 

novel that is loads of fun.  My advice to you is clear your calen-

dar.  Just for a day or so. This book is an up-all-nighter, so it 

won’t take too much time, and it’s worth every sleepless night. ~ 

Dana 

 

The Invisible Ones by Stef Penney 

 Penney’s fine, atmospheric first novel 

The Tenderness of Wolves was set in Georgian 

Bay in the 1860s. The Invisible Ones brings this 

Scottish writer back to the British Isles. A troubled 

private investigator, who is half Romany himself, 

is hired to track down a young woman gone miss-

ing seven years ago. She had married into a charis-

matic Gypsy family who is either cursed or hiding 

a terrible secret. There are very few books, both 

non-fiction and fiction, about Gypsies.  This mys-

tery sheds some light on this removed culture, 

while making sure that you never fit in.  A great 

story full of twists and turns with a very surprising 

ending. Highly recommended.  ~ Dianne 

 

 

Defending Jacob by William Landay  

 This courtroom thriller is going to be one 

of the most talked about books this coming year. 

This lawyer turned author has written an exqui-

sitely plotted drama about an ordinary (?) family 

in crisis. A fourteen year old boy is murdered in a 

field near a high school. The first assumptions are 

the usual suspects. Then a classmate is implicated. 

This classmate turns out to be the son of the assis-

tant DA who is supposed to be handling the case. 

Of course, the father can’t believe it, and his wife is 

reeling from the accusation. The relentless suspense 

takes place between the court case and the mount-

ing tensions and realizations at home. The ending 

will floor you. Enough said. Read it so I can talk to 

somebody about it. ~ Dianne 

The Fates Will Find Their Way by Hannah Pittard 

 The catalyst of this story is startlingly sim-

ple: sixteen year-old Nora Lindell’s unexplained 

disappearance. Yet what comes after is pretty un-

usual, and actually quite beautiful. The novel is 

collectively narrated by the boys in her town as 

they try to make sense of her absence. Through this 

plural voice, they explore the what-ifs and might-

have-beens of her life, imagining her as a mother, 

wife, lover—alive, just not here. The boys grow 

up, and their Nora does too.  

 It’s an ambitious premise. Most of the 

events don’t actually happen. It’s not quite a dream, 

but more than a hypothesis. I would call it a long-

ing. It’s sweet and sad, melancholy yet hopeful. The 

boys don’t wish her any harm, but they never quite accept the 

idea that she could leave them voluntarily.  

 This is a thoughtful examination of vulnerability and 

inherent optimism that is somehow not gooey or sentimental. A 

lovely book, really.  ~ Dana 

 

Ghosts of Belfast, Collusion and Stolen Souls  

   by Stuart Neville 

 During the Troubles in Northern Ireland, 

Gerry Fegan was not a man you wanted knocking 

on your door. Now Belfast is relatively peaceful, 

but Fegan is haunted by twelve Followers, the 

ghosts of those he killed. They won’t let him sleep, 

and even drinking himself into oblivion doesn’t 

help.  When he takes out his former boss, one of 

the Followers disappears, and a light bulb goes 

off: now he knows what he needs to do to fi-

nally get some peace. 

 What follows is about as bloody and 

violent as you’d expect from a novel starring a 

former IRA hitman. What’s surprising is how 

deftly Neville tells the story. I could not get 

enough of this book. If I stood still for more than 

two minutes, I had it open, eager to find out 

what was next. I’d put something on the stove, and 

in between stirs, I’d read this book. And when I 

finished it (in two days), I started right in on the 

sequel, Collusion. And that was my weekend.   

 The third in the series, Stolen Souls, is 

good. It’s more a straight-forward detective novel 

than the first two, and I think I’d be more in love 

with it if the first two hadn’t been so original, but 

it’s a solid, suspenseful read.  The cool thing is that Neville leaves 

the door open for a myriad of storylines, and I’m excited to see 

where he goes with the series.  

 This is action-driven fiction writing at it’s best. Fegan, an 

anti-hero if there ever was one (a badass who never really 

wanted the job, but happens to be very good at it), kicks butt and 

gets his revenge, but it comes with a price. Redemption isn’t free.  

Highly recommended.  ~ Dana 
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Zoo Station by David Downing 

 At the end of 2011, the New York Times 

listed their best books of the year.  Among the 

three books in the suspense category was Potsdam 

Station by David Downing.  I decided go back to 

the beginning of the series, Zoo Station. 

 The espionage series begins in Berlin in 

1939 as World War II is about to begin.  British 

journalist John Russell has been living in Germany 

for fifteen years working as a freelance journalist.  

He is hired by the Soviets to do a series of articles 

on Germany.  He quickly realizes that they hope 

to make him into a secret agent.  The Gestapo 

finds out, brings him in, and he realizes that they 

too hope to make him into a spy.  And then 

there’s the British, not far behind, who also want in on the game. 

 At least at the start, the series seems to be more 

LeCarre than Clive Cussler.  You won’t find any black Mercedes 

hurtling down ski hills with Arabs shooting out of the windows.  

The pace is leisurely, and the characters are absolutely immersed 

in time and place.  A lot of time is spent travelling around Berlin 

and Germany, hence the titles of the books, which are all train 

stations.  The suspense is usually subtle and you are much more 

likely to find yourself eating pastry at a café than slugging it out 

with the bad guys, and that is fine with me.  ~ Ray  

 

Gillespie and I by Jane Harris 
  Elderly Harriet sits down to write her 

memoirs about her time and tribulations in Scot-

land in the late 1800s. She was an art lover who 

befriends an up and coming Scottish painter and 

his family. As the family dynamics and secrets un-

ravel before her eyes, a horrific crime places Har-

riet in the middle of the turmoil. This novel de-

ceptively begins as a straight up historical fiction 

memoir. Suspicions about Harriet and the entire 

Gillespie family mount when a trial reveals moti-

vations beyond the pale. This novel reminded me 

of the favorite Gentlemen and Players by Joanne 

Harris. Jane Harris’ writing is wickedly sharp. Its 

bite makes for a satisfying and surprising read. Af-

ter reading it, please let me know what you think happens.  ~ 

Dianne 
 

The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey 

 Alaska in the 1920s was a remote and 

rugged place that offered refuge for those seeking 

solitude from the rest of the world. For Jack and 

Mabel, it holds the promise of a new life, one free 

from the pitying stares of friends and family after 

the stillbirth of their child.  They hope they can 

work off their grief on their new homestead. But 

grief is a funny thing, and often wedges itself into 

the closest of relationships—an unwanted third 

wheel on a perfectly good two-wheeler.  

 So one night, on an unexpected evening of 

happiness, Jack and Mabel make a little girl out of 

snow, fine-featured and crowned with a hand-knit 

hat and scarf. In the morning, all are gone, as if the 

snow child just walked off into the woods. And so she has. Or are 

they losing their minds? 

 Mabel remembers an old Russian fairy tale her father 

used to read to her about a lonely, childless couple who bring to 

life a child made of snow. The similarities between the two are 

striking, but what rational person would believe such a thing?  It 

turns out that Faina, the snow child, is a pretty remarkable indi-

vidual, regardless of her origins. The author finds just the right 

balance between fairy tale and reality, which allows the reader to 

believe in a little of both, and that is in itself a magical thing.  

 ~ Dana 

  

Seven Princes by John R Fultz 

 Seven Princes is a solid beginning to a 

new high fantasy series.  Fultz wastes no time get-

ting to the action, kicking things off with a seem-

ingly unkillable sorcerer single-handedly taking 

over the kingdom of Yaskatha, and sending D'zan, 

the first of the seven princes into exile.   

 What follows is an exhilarating tale of 

conquest, betrayal, and vengeance that spans an 

entire continent full of distinctive and interesting 

cultures. The battles are riveting, the characters are 

sympathetic, and while the ending felt a little 

rushed to me, that did little to blunt my enjoyment 

of the story as a whole.  I'm certainly looking for-

ward to seeing where the series goes from here.  

~ Justin H.  (customer) 

FICTION 

Why We Broke Up  by David Handler, Ill. by Maira Kalman  

This young adult novel reveals a treasure trove of reasons  why Min is breaking up with Ed. Handler (aka 

Lemony Snicket) and Kalman (lotsa great children’s books) show a mature, nuanced understanding of this adolescent 

relationship down to the last inevitable scene.  

The story unfolds as a letter from Min to Ed as she collects souvenirs from their two month relationship and 

leaves them at his door. The format of this book puts a new creative spin on the sad song of teenage breakups, and 

even adds a few new lyrics to the tune. Most of us can identify with this thoughtful, well crafted book.  ~ Dianne 
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NONFICTION 
1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created  

by Charles Mann 

 Mann’s previous book, 1491, is near the 

top of my nonfiction list of books written in the 

last ten years.  1493 is a fascinating sequel that 

examines the Columbian Exchange, the rich cross 

pollination of plants and animals that brought the 

old and new worlds together. 

 Mann seems to find information that is 

little known and he can tell it in a thoroughly 

engaging way.  For example, by 1521, less than 

thirty years after Columbus landed in the Carib-

bean, there were more Africans than Europeans in 

America.  Because the topic of the books is how 

the discovery of the new world changed the old 

world, the focus at times seems quite diffuse.  At one point I 

found myself wondering why I was reading about pirates in 

China.  Ah, but half of the silver the Spanish mined in Peru went 

to China…and so it goes. 

 Charles Mann can pack more fascinating history 

into a book than just about anybody I know.  Read this book and 

you will be the most interesting person at the next party you at-

tend.   ~ Ray 

 

Wine to Water by Doc Hendley 

 You don’t have to be as unique, quali-

fied, and passionate as world physician Paul 

Farmer (subject of Mountains Beyond Mountains)

to make a difference in people’s lives, but you do 

need to be a risk taker. Doc Hendley is such a 

person. He’s an independent, Harley-riding bar-

tender who wakes up one day wondering what 

he’s doing with his life. He stumbles across infor-

mation about the lack of available fresh water to 

many of the world’s poor and decides he can help.  

 So he hosts fundraisers called Wine to 

Water to bankroll a trip to Africa to fix broken 

wells. And not just in any location; he chooses to 

go into Darfur’s refugee camps. Along with other 

dedicated, brave people, he fixes broken wells and leaves some 

tools behind so that the locals can fix them, too. It’s turned into a 

501c3, working to bring clean water to many of the world’s 

poor.  

 The book is written in a straightforward first person nar-

rative about being naïve, scared, bored, frustrated, and ulti-

mately, committed to this work. An inspiring informative read 

about the need to contribute something positive to our crazy 

world.  ~ Dianne 

 

Mycophila by Eugenia Bone 

  You don’t have to be a myco-

philiac to enjoy this book.  While there is plenty of 

science to satisfy an experienced mushroomer, a 

large part of the book is about mushroom forays 

with the quirky people who do such things.  The 

sometimes hilarious adventures are worth the time 

spent in the world of fungi. 

 Fungi make up about 25% of the earth’s 

biomass. The largest living thing on the planet is 

thought to be a 2200 acre fungus in eastern Ore-

gon, surpassing a previous contender that grows 

down around Crystal Falls. Perhaps the oldest liv-

ing thing on earth is a 4500 year old lichen (a fun-

gus that captures algae cells and keeps them as a 

food source, roughly speaking).  This lichen may 

well be immortal.  The problem with observing fungus is that 

most things fungal happen out of sight. 

 Not so for the mushroom lovers of the world.  

Eugenia Bone hit the mushroom trail not only to find and learn 

about mushrooms, but to meet the experts who frequent the for-

ays and conferences.  Among her most unusual adventures was a 

trip to the northwest to see what it was like on the professional 

wild mushroom harvesting circuit.  The Forest Service allows pick-

ers to set up camp at designated somewhat regulated sites. 

Among the tents, campers, and other portable huts, Eugenia 

found a tent casino, serving food, with a karaoke machine blaring 

away with Laotian subtitles. 

This lively book is a real gem and my only fear is that 

not enough readers will give it a chance. ~ Ray        

Snowbound Online 
For regional titles, book reviews and more cool stuff, check out our website. You can 

place orders, search for your favorite authors, and link to our email if you have ques-

tions or comments. Get ideas and suggestions for your book club— our reading group 

favorites and the current selections of local groups are all listed. And, as always, the 

reviews from our current newsletter are posted under “Staff Picks.” 

snowboundbooks.com 
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2011 Favorites 

Ray 1493 by Charles Mann  

Boomerang by Michael Lewis 

Finland’s War of Choice by Henrik Lunde 

Inside of a Dog by Alexandra Horowitz 

Midnight Rising by Tony Horwitz 

Mycophilia by Eugenia Bone 

Field Gray by Philip Kerr 

Misery Bay by Steve Hamilton 

Trick of Light by Louise Penney 

Woodcutter by Reginald Hill 

 

Arc of Justice by Kevin Boyle 

Kitchen Counter Cooking School  

by Kathleen Flinn  

anything by Louise Penney 

Family Fang by Kevin Wilson 

Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward 

Say Her Name by Francisco Goldman 

Swamplandia by Karen Russell 

Tiger’s Wife by Tea Obrecht 

Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins 

Leviathan trilogy by Scott Westerfield 

Wildwood by Colin Meloy 

DIANNE 
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Every Thing on it by Shel Silverstein  

Evolution by Jean-Baptiste de Panafieu 

Mountain of Crumbs by Elena Gorokhova 

Aloha From Hell by Richard Kadrey 

Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach 

Cat’s Table by Michael Ondaatje 

John Dies at the End by David Wong 

Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 

anything by Philip Kerr 

Ordinary Decent Criminal by Michael Van Rooy 

SHERLOCK Holmes 
Sherlock Holmes has fascinated readers for 125 years. Fans still write letters to 221B Baker Street, asking for help with 

everything from missing eyeglasses to wayward relatives, and Holmesian organizations have chapters worldwide. He 

is the ultimate iconic detective, the benchmark on which so many writers have modeled their own characters, or sim-

ply continued his story on their own. Sherlock is such a mythic figure that folks the world over know him, even if 

they’ve never read one of Doyle’s stories. He’s kind of like James Bond in that way. Everyone knows who he is. 

 When Doyle first began the series, detective novels were still in their infancy. His own models were Wilkie Collins and Edgar 

Allen Poe, both excellent writers, but neither captured the public’s imagination the way Doyle has. Sherlock was created by Doyle, yet is 

almost an entity unto himself, independent of his creator. To this day, many people have a hard time remembering that Sherlock 

Holmes is not a real person.  

 But the pressure to sustain a character like this, a character brilliant beyond comprehension, is tiring, and Doyle killed off 

Holmes in order to move on to writing other things before mysteriously bringing Holmes back almost a decade later.  During this 

break—known to fans as the Great Hiatus— he published other classics, like The Lost World, The White Company, and The Exploits 

and Adventures of Brigadier Gerard.   

 

The Sherlockian by Graham Moore 

 It’s 1900, seven years since Arthur Conan Doyle killed Sherlock Holmes, and he’s still feeling pretty good about 

it. The people of London don’t agree,. They continue to throw things at Doyle in the street, hollering, “Murderer!” as 

he passes by. But one day a letter bomb arrives and Doyle goes on the offensive, resolving to find those responsible. The 

investigation that follows eventually spurs Doyle to bring back Holmes. 

 Flash forward to today. At the annual meeting of the Baker Street Irregulars, one of the most prominent mem-

bers promises to unveil the long-lost Doyle journal from the time period above. But he’s murdered and the journal miss-

ing. Newly inducted member Henry is on the case, deerstalker cap and everything.  

 Moore balances the two story lines effortlessly, with red herrings and brilliant deduction worthy of Holmes in 

plentiful supply. In Moore’s hands, Doyle (along with his “sidekick” Bram Stoker) is as interesting as Sherlock, though a 

bit more thick-headed, and Henry is proof that it is possible to take literature too seriously. This novel feels like a behind-

the-scenes peek into the life of Sherlock’s creator, and pays handsome tribute to both man and myth. ~ Dana 

$14.99 (-20%) 

356 pages 

Twelve HACH 

9780446572583 

Available now 

2011 Favorites 

DANA 

Some of my favorite Holmes spin-offs: 

The House of Silk by Anthony Horowitz - Just released last 

fall, this is the only novel authorized by the Doyle Estate. I 

really enjoyed it, and would write a full review if I had the 

space.  

The Mary Russell series by Laurie R. King   

The Last Sherlock Holmes Story by Michael Dibdin (my fa-

vorite) 

The Italian Secretary by Caleb Carr  

The Final Solution by Michael Chabon 

The Barker and Llewellyn series by Will Thomas  
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National Book Award 

Fiction: Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward 

Nonfiction: The Swerve by Stephen Greenblatt 

 
Pulitzer Prize 

Fiction: Visit From the Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan 

Gen. Nonfiction: Emperor of All Maladies by Siddar-

tha Mukerjee 

Biography: Washington: A Life by Ron Chernow 

History: Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American 

Slavery by Eric Foner 

 

National Book Critics Circle 
Award 

Fiction: Visit From the Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan 

Nonfiction: Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel 

Wilkerson 

Autobiography: Half a Life by Darin Strauss 

 
Man Booker Prize 

Sense of An Ending by Julian Barnes 

 
Newbery 

Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool 

 

Caldecott 

Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip Christian (illus. by 

Eric Stead) 

 
Printz Award 

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 

 
World Fantasy Award  

Who Fears Death by Nnedi Okrafor 

 
Edgar Award 

Best Novel: Lock Artist by Steve Hamilton 

 
Orange Prize 

Tiger’s Wife by Tea Obrecht 

 
Hugo and Nebula Awards 

Blackout / All Clear by Connie Willis 

 

Governor General’s Award 

The Sisters Brothers by Patrick DeWitt (Also won the 

Rogers Writer’s Trust Fiction Prize, and was a finalist 

for the Booker and Giller Prizes.) 

 

2011 LITERARY PRIZE WINNERS 

The best of the award circuit this year.  

The books in red are those we’ve read and can recommend.  

This is a great list to mine for book club ideas.  


