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Parlor Games by Maryka Biaggio 
 What a surprise to find out that the 

“most dangerous woman in the world” hailed 

from Menominee, Michigan! UP native May Du-

gas earned this moniker from the Pinkerton Detec-

tive Agency at the turn of the 20th century as she 

traveled around the world seducing men of class 

and distinction. 
 This novel begins in Menominee on Jan-

uary 22, 1917 at a civil trial accusing May of swin-

dling her dear friend out of an inherited fortune. 

May vehemently disputes the charges and her trial 

makes national headlines. This fictionalized ac-

count is a fascinating and well-written story which 

alternates between scenes from May's trial and 

chapters describing her exploits as a young woman determined to 

live a life of luxury.  

After leaving Michigan at eighteen to support her moth-

er and brothers, May – a stunning beauty – worked in a Chicago 

brothel and eventually married a Dutch Baron. Along the way, 

she was hounded by a detective from the Pinkerton Agency, who 

continually foiled her efforts to find love and happiness. 

 Parlor Games is based on an original pamphlet entitled 

the “Life of May Dugas of Menominee.” In researching the story, 

author Maryka Biaggio relied on newspaper accounts of May's 

trial as well as interviews with Menominee-area resident and 

May Dugas expert Janet Callow. A very enjoyable and improba-

ble UP story. ~ Lea 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ratlines by Stuart Neville 

 Otto Skorzeny is a larger than life figure, 

and the type of character an author dreams of.  

He was highly intelligent, trained in espionage, 

and, as Hitler’s “favorite commando,” led the 

mission rescuing Mussolini in 1943. But his adven-

tures didn’t stop there. Postwar, he was acquitted 

of war crimes on little more than a technicality, 

became an advisor to Peròn in Argentina, and 

was instrumental in setting up a worldwide net-

work—known as ratlines—to help Nazis escape 

Germany and start new lives under assumed 

names.  

 And he’s not even the main character of 

this novel. Our hero is Lt. Albert Ryan from Ire-

land’s Directorate of Intelligence, who lands the undesirable task 

of finding out who’s killing German nationals on Irish soil in the 

spring of 1963. The most recent crime scene bore a note ad-

dressed to Skorzeny: “You’re next.” The killers aren’t trying to 

hide their agenda, and Ryan’s boss Charles Haughey (another 

historical figure) wants the mystery solved before the public dis-

covers the victims are all Nazis, which would put a serious kibosh 

on the impending visit from US President John F. Kennedy. 

 Unfortunately, there’s no end to the suspect list when a 

Nazi is murdered, which makes Ryan’s job difficult to say the 

least. Everyone, including his superiors, has something to hide, 

and Ryan is forced to get as sneaky as his prey. Politics, religious 

conflict, and wounds still raw from WWII all hinder  Ryan’s in-

vestigation, and it’s exciting to see how he'll untangle the mess.  

 This is the fourth book I’ve read by Irish author Neville, 

and it is the fourth time he has completely surprised me with his 

versatility and taut storylines. This novel will open up a whole 

new audience for Neville. ~ Dana 

 

The Face Thief by Eli Gottlieb  

 I enjoyed Gottlieb’s previous novel 

Now You See Him so much that I was glad to 

dive into this one. From the first page I was 

hooked. It starts with a woman falling down a 

set of marble stairs and all the while she is slam-

ming into each and every step she is thinking 

about her life-past and improbable future. It is a 

very in-your-face scene (pardon the awful pun).  

 Then the psychological suspense un-

folds. The greed resulting from unfulfilled child-

hood needs escalates to an adult-level, psycho-

pathic neediness that swamps everyone she 

touches. This author’s work reminds me of Wil-

liam Boyd’s suspenseful touch-the personal and 

the unpredictable crossing paths. ~ Dianne 
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BOOK SIGNING 

We’re working on getting 

Maryka Biaggio, the author 

of Parlor Games, here this 

summer, probably in the 

first week of July.   

Keep an eye on our website 

for updates.  



FICTION 
The Uninvited by Liz Jensen 

 Hesketh Lock is a genius at spotting pat-

terns in seemingly random events. So when he 

hears of a little girl killing her grandmother with a 

nail-gun in England, he registers it as odd, but files 

it in the back of his mind. He has a corporate sab-

otage case to figure out in Taiwan. But then it 

happens again. Another kid, another sabotage 

case, in different parts of the world. Kids killing 

adults, and the saboteurs claiming they’ve been 

possessed by “little ones.” Soon, he’s making con-

nections he’s hoping aren’t there, and then all hell 

breaks loose and everyone is running scared.  

 The kids fade in and out of awareness of 

the world around them—sometimes normal, and 

sometimes primitive, primal, and with the ability to communicate 

in hive form. Jensen keeps readers in suspense about the catalyst 

by offering several plausible scenarios (supernatural, biological, 

even alien). Are the kids living in two timelines, or are there two 

consciousnesses living in one body?  

 The cool thing about using a narrator with Asperger’s is 

that it offers the immediacy of a first-person point of view and the 

objectivity of a third-person narration. The result is an odd mix of 

first-hand accounting and emotional distance, which gives the 

story tension. It also contributes to the cinematic quality of the 

novel. And this one has “movie” written all over it. Because Hes-

keth is, by nature, a keen observer, the book played out in my 

head in complete, vivid, wide-screen Technicolor. I gotta tell ya, 

this one creeped me out a little, and I was a little wary around 

kids while I was reading it.  ~ Dana 

 

In One Person by John Irving 

 I am happy to report that John Irving is 

back to his early form! His early work, Garp, Ci-

der House, and Owen Meany (the gold standard) 

wowed readers with their poignant, quirky char-

acters and brave explorations of human nature. 

Plus they were so perceptively funny! The signa-

ture themes that we have come to expect from 

Irving are here: an absent (mysterious) father, 

wrestling, an all boys boarding school, and ama-

teur theatre pursuits that lend major Shakespeare-

an themes to the roles we choose in life. No bear, 

though.  

 In One Person is narrated by Billy, start-

ing as a bisexual preteen and moving into his fif-

ties. His life and longings defy category and convention. He al-

ways tries to stay true to himself and lead a genuine, worthwhile 

life. I loved his voice the most; his attempts to get his perspective 

across pull off as frustratingly funny. He wants answers and he 

wants the truth. Interesting how difficult it is to get to that place. 

But he does plow through his invented life. He becomes a writer a 

la James Baldwin. He weathers the AIDS epidemic. He works at 

maintaining his tricky relationships to his family and hometown. 

He leads his life. And that individual epic struggle to accept and 

love the differences in himself and each person makes reading this 

novel so valuable.  A great read from a writer who has gifted us 

with some of our favorite modern classics. ~ Dianne 

 

 

 

 

Age of Miracles by Karen Thompson Walker 

 What happens when the world slows 

down? Not metaphorically, but literally spins 

slower on its axis? Well, the days (and nights) get 

catastrophically longer, for one, ruining crops 

and messing with everyone’s internal clocks. 

Gravity changes. But this isn’t what troubles Julia, 

our twelve year old narrator. What worries her 

are the usual adolescent problems: friends, boys, 

and parents. Everything is just amplified because 

of the world crisis.  

 This is one of those books where you're 

reading along, thinking hey, this is pretty good. I 

can recommend this. Then you hit a line, and 

think, holy crap, that’s profound. People have to 

read this. And it’s these gems that elevate this debut from a light 

summer read to something with staying power. Perfect for book 

clubs. ~Dana 

 

 

Silent Oligarch by Chris Morgan Jones 

 Benjamin Webster, an investigator at a 

London corporate investigation firm, is hired to 

try to bring down a shadow Russian bureaucrat 

who has gained control of much of the Russian 

oil industry.  His target is Richard Locke, the pub-

lic face of this vast international money launder-

ing scheme run by the Russian oligarch.  As Web-

ster closes in, people start dying—and running. 

 In the tradition of John Le Carré, this 

cerebral novel of international intrigue submerges 

the reader in the murky schemes of a shadow 

world.   

 Chris Morgan Jones worked at the 

world’s largest business intelligence agency for 

eleven years. He is writing about what he knows.  The writing is 

simply terrific, well paced and the book is hard to put down. I 

highly recommend it. As a bonus, you get a look at the Cayman 

Islands from a money launderer’s perspective—the island home of 

large off shore bank accounts held by certain Americans of note.  

~ Ray 

 

Gods Without Men by Hari Kunzru 

 I had difficulty putting down this book. 

I am also having difficulty trying to review it. 

What’s it about? Well…..It has an encompassing 

mystical embrace, but is very much grounded in 

reality. It has historical perspective, but many of 

its characters are waiting for communications 

from outer space. All of this energy comes to-

gether at Pinnacle Rocks in a California desert.  

 A young New York couple take their 

severely autistic son on a vacation. He disappears 

at the Rocks. When he reappears he is profound-

ly different. This is just one of many transforma-

tional themes in the novel. If you have read Da-

vid Mitchell, especially Cloud Atlas and Ghost-

written, you might get a feel for this skillfully orchestrated, coun-

ter-cultural mind-expanding quest. I can highly recommend it to 

readers who seek out intelligent, imaginative fiction. I just can’t 

describe it.   ~ Dianne 
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FICTION 
Canada by Richard Ford 

 Since winning the Pulitzer Prize for his 

1995 novel Independence Day, Ford has earned a 

deserved reputation for writing clear and out-

standing prose. Canada meets these expectations 

in every respect.  

 Dell Parsons narrates the story of his 

youth, when as a 15-year-old his life is shattered 

when his parents decide to rob a bank. His sister 

subsequently disappears and he is moved to Cana-

da, where his life continues to decline in tragic 

and absurd ways. The remote and desolate places 

of Montana and Saskatchewan underline the sense 

of loss and abandonment that Dell has to deal 

with while trying to grow up fast. The line be-

tween normal and extraordinary is continually crossed as young 

Dell witnesses the Bonnie and Clyde explosion of his parents and 

murder in an abandoned town on the prairies of Canada. 

 Every major plot twist is foretold in the narrative. At first 

this seemed to undercut any suspense that the story might offer.  

But I found that knowing essentially what was going to happen 

allowed me to relax and think more about Dell and what he had 

experienced—kind of a relaxed absorption of the story as if the 

old Dell was there in front of me, trying to make sense of his life.  

 ~ Ray 

Land More Kind Than Home by Wiley Cash 

 There’s something about novels set in 

the South—there seems to be a genteel, languid 

darkness that pervades the stories, so readers feel 

the heat, and adjust themselves to the slower 

pace of the characters. And this is certainly true of 

this novel of two brothers whose lives are irrevo-

cably damaged by the actions of one evil man.  

 Jess and his brother Stump—an autistic 

mute— witness something they shouldn’t, which 

sets a series of events rippling through their small 

North Carolina town.  Jess’s narration is true to 

the voice of a boy, full of innocent observations 

that the reader can interpret, yet he cannot. His 

story is balanced by those of a respected old mid-

wife, and the sheriff, who has a troubled history with Jess’s dad.   

 Atmospheric, evocative, tense—this novel is all these and 

more. I found myself reading this in short bursts, maybe twenty 

pages at a time, because this isn’t a novel to be rushed. It’s a book 

to be savored.  I matched the rhythm of the setting, and despite 

my impatience to find out how the bad guy would get his come-

uppance, I couldn’t stand the thought of racing through Jess’s 

story. It deserves more attention than that.  ~ Dana 

 

Waiting for Sunrise by William Boyd 

 Another deftly written novel by the au-

thor of Any Human Heart and Ordinary Thunder-

storms, among others. Boyd is a genius at descrip-

tion and pacing.  

 Beginning in 1913 Vienna, a Brit is seeking 

psychotherapy (a new science!) for a private con-

dition. His sexual exploits take a traitorous turn 

and he returns to England. Soon, World War II 

erupts and sets off a chain of events that steadily 

dismantles his life. Neither the protagonist nor the 

reader has any idea who to trust.  

 This is a compelling, haunting story by a 

confident writer. Highly recommended. ~  Dianne 

Wine to Water by Doc Hendley 

 You don’t have to be as unique, quali-

fied, and passionate as world physician Paul 

Farmer (subject of Mountains Beyond Mountains) 

to make a difference in people’s lives, but you do 

need to be a risk taker. Doc Hendley is such a 

person. He’s an independent, Harley-riding bar-

tender who wakes up one day wondering what 

he’s doing with his life. He stumbles across infor-

mation about the lack of available fresh water to 

many of the world’s poor and decides he can 

help.  

 So he hosts fundraisers called Wine to 

Water to bankroll a trip to Africa to fix broken 

wells. And not just in any location; he chooses to 

go into Darfur’s refugee camps. Along with other dedicated, brave 

people, he fixes broken wells and leaves some tools behind so 

that the locals can fix them, too. It’s turned into a 501c3, working 

to bring clean water to many of the world’s poor.  

 The book is written in a straightforward first 

person narrative about being naïve, scared, bored, frustrated, and, 

ultimately, committed to this work. It’s an inspiring informative 

read about the need to contribute something positive to our crazy 

world.  ~ Dianne 

 

 

 

Time Between Us by Tamara Ireland Stone 

 

Publisher description:  

 Anna and Bennett were never supposed 

to meet: she lives in 1995 Chicago and he lives in 

2012 San Francisco. But Bennett's unique ability 

to travel through time and space brings him into 

Anna's life, and with him, a new world of adven-

ture and possibility. As their relationship deep-

ens, they face the reality that time might knock 

Bennett back where he belongs, even as a devas-

tating crisis throws everything they believe into 

question. Against a ticking clock, Anna and Ben-

nett are forced to ask themselves how far they 

can push the bounds of fate--and what conse-

quences they can bear in order to stay together. 

 

 

Customer Review:  

The book was very well-written. I read many love stories, but 

nothing like this. I hope there will be a sequel. I like how even 

though you live far away by distance, you can still love that per-

son. But in this book it’s different. Even when they live years 

apart, they still find a way to be together. I hope the story goes 

on. I love this book. The author did a very good job and should 

write more and more books.  

~ Hanna Wescott (age 14, Lake Linden) 
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2012 Award Winners 

National Book Award 

Fiction: Round House by Louise Erdrich 

Non-Fiction: Behind the Beautiful Forevers by Katherine Boo 

 

Pulitzer 

Fiction:  

In an amazing demonstration of indecision, the judges did not award a prize for fiction in 2012.  

The finalists were: Train Dreams by Denis Johnson, Swamplandia! by Karen Russell, and The Pale 

King by David Foster Wallace.  

General Non-fiction:  

Swerve: How the World Became Modern by Stephen Greenblatt 

History:  

Malcom X: A Life of Reinvention by Manning Marablr 

Biography:  

George F. Kennen: An American Life by John Lewis Gaddis 

 

Booker : Bring up the Bodies by Hilary Mantel 

 

Orange Prize : The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller 

 

Hugo and the Nebula : Among Others by Jo Walton 

 

PEN/Faulkner : Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 

 

Nobel Prize for Literature : Mo Yan (China) 

 

Midwest Booksellers Choice Awards 

Fiction: Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach 

Nonfiction: Wild by Cheryl Strayed 

 

Edgar Awards 

Novel: Gone by Mo Hayder 

First Novel: Bent Road by Lori Roy 

Paperback Original: Company Man  

by Robert Jackson Bennett 

Best Fact Crime: Destiny of the Republic  

by Candace Milliard 

 

 

Midwest Booksellers Choice Awards 

Children’s Literature:  

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick 

Children’s Picture Book:  

Otis and the Tornado by Loren Long 

 

Caldecott 

Ball for Daisy by Chris Raschka 

 

Newbery 

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos 

 

Michael L. Prinz Award 

Where Things Come Back  

by John Corey Whaley 

 

National Book Award 

Young Adult: Goblin Secrets                           

    by William Alexander 

 

2012 Award Winners—Kids Lit 


