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Talulla Rising by Glen Duncan 

 After the closing events of Duncan’s The 

Last Werewolf, Talulla is on the run. When a 

group tracks her down and steals something pre-

cious to her, she comes out of hiding and goes on 

the offensive, determined to recover what’s hers. 

But she’s new to this game. She doesn’t have her 

lover Jake’s two centuries of experience, but she 

does have brains, money, and friends with con-

nections.   

 Good literature transcends reality. It 

makes us believe that, yes, one can create life from 

cast-off body parts and a good lightning storm. It 

says, yes, one good man can make a difference in 

a small, racially divided southern town.  It forces 

us to examine the issues behind the plot, those pesky things we 

wish would just go away and solve themselves. How far should 

science go? Is it worth standing up for what we believe in?   

 So yes, this is a novel about werewolves. And yes, Dun-

can makes us believe wholeheartedly that during every full moon 

we should hang out in well-lit, crowded public places. But he also 

compels us to think about our own baser impulses. And we all 

have them, those atavistic remnants we hesitate to give in to.  

 Werewolves, perhaps more so than any other boogey-

man in our cultural mythology, represent our most primal self. 

But acknowledging the animal inside also means facing those 

truths we’d rather ignore: that sometimes our most instinctive 

urges don’t fall in line with society’s mores. Over the course of 

the novel, Tallula learns to embrace this darker side. It’s not a 

capitulation; it’s a hard-earned acceptance through brutal, unspar-

ing, and refreshingly honest self-examination.  

 Wow, does that make this novel sound dreary. Trust me, 

it’s not. Balancing the introspection is lots (and lots) of carnality 

and blood-letting.  When Tallula decides to let out her wulf, she 

doesn’t hold back. The bad guys get what’s coming to them, and 

it is a beautiful thing.   

 In Talulla Rising, Duncan offers readers another elegant, 

adrenaline-charged, and, yes, literary werewolf novel. But he’s 

not done yet; we’ll be hearing more from Talulla. He gives us just 

enough to keep us sated for the time being; soon, readers will be 

hungering for more.  ~ Dana  

 

 

 

 Read this first: 

 

 

The Yard  by Alex Grecian 

 After the Metropolitan Police’s failure to 

identify and find Jack the Ripper, Scotland Yard has 

formed a twelve man Murder Squad to fight major 

crime in London. Walter Day, the newest member 

is presented with his first case, the murder of one of 

the detectives.  And so begins Alex Grecian’s novel 

of Victorian London. 

 The murder investigation soon blossoms 

into a number of cases that all come together nicely 

in the end.  In between are fascinating vignettes of 

life in 1880’s London: the workhouse, the hospital, 

the morgue.  The beginnings of forensic science also 

play a big part in the novel, with a particularly vivid 

description of an autopsy. 

 The major characters are nicely drawn, especially Walter 

Day, and an up and coming constable. This is a fine beginning to 

a new series. ~ Ray 

 

Nightwoods by Charles Frazier 

 Nightwoods takes place in an unspecified 

place and time, but generally the Appalachian 

Mountains about the late 50s or early 60s. Luce, a 

young damaged woman finds herself caretaking an 

old run down lodge in the middle of nowhere 

when her murdered sister’s two almost mute chil-

dren are delivered to her by Child Protective Ser-

vices. Two men enter her life. The good one is the 

son of the lodge owner who has newly inherited 

the rambling wreck. The bad one is her sister’s hus-

band and murderer. 

 Frazier manages to make the two trauma-

tized children fascinating even though they refuse to 

interact with anyone. They live in their own defen-

sive world, trusting no one, hoping for nothing.  Luce doesn’t 

know much about parenting and, at first, she isn’t sure she likes 

the kids, but things slowly begin to change. 

 I particularly loved Frazier’s dialogue: kind of a flat mat-

ter-of-fact, down home style that slides beneath the characters, 

floating them in a different but tangibly true world. I don’t know 

these people, but if I lived where they live I do believe I would 

talk and act just like them. Frazier’s form is dead perfect, reprising 

his beautiful style from Cold Mountain, and I simply do not be-

lieve that someone could not like this book. The writing style is 

like the best of Jim Harrison, and that is a compliment indeed.  

 ~ Ray 

 

 

$25.95 (-20%) 

368 pages 

Knopf (RH) 

9780307595096 

Due 6/26/12 

$16.00 (-10%) 

272 pages 

Random House 

9780812978803 

Due 6/12/12 

$26.95 (-20%) 

432 pages 

Putnam (PGN) 

9780399149542 

Available now 



FICTION 

This Bright River by Patrick Somerville 

 This is a novel of two people bottoming 

out and coming together in their shared home-

town in southern Wisconsin.  Ben Hanson moved 

from a promising start with a family trust fund to 

a stint in jail, broken relationships and an aimless, 

penniless life.  Lauren Sheehan earned an MD and 

worked in a refugee camp in Africa, but after a 

series of violent events, she finds herself hiding out 

in St. Helens, working part time in a vet’s office. 

Lauren fears that violence will follow her to her 

new home, and Ben is absorbed in family mysteries 

that seem unsolvable. 

 Compulsively readable, the story is told 

from three different perspectives that blend seam-

lessly into a whole. Somerville’s endlessly changing creative style 

kept me on the edge, not knowing what to expect next. The story 

roars to a wild conclusion as conflicts are resolved, and mysteries 

are solved, all in a very satisfying manner. 

The UP has a more than a cameo role—a cabin in the 

northwoods—and that’s always nice.  ~ Ray  

 

Amped by Daniel H. Wilson 

 What makes a human a human? How 

much can a man change before he is no longer a 

man? And how long after that until he has no 

basic rights? Daniel H. Wilson examines these 

questions in his sci-fi novel Amped. 

 In a not-so-distant dystopian America, 

the FDA has approved the medical procedure of 

inserting “implants” into the brains of individuals. 

Implants range in usefulness, from treating epi-

lepsy to truly increasing brain function. In a call 

back to Daniel Keyes’ Flowers for Algernon, im-

planted “slower” kids become smart, while aver-

age kids become geniuses.  

 However, in a controversial hearing, the 

Supreme Court rules that implanted individuals – pejoratively, 

“amps” – will no longer classify as humans. Amped chronicles the 

struggles of these amps in the aftermath of their legal dehumaniza-

tion, including the resulting class warfare between amps and 

“regular” humans. 

Using discrimination as a backdrop, Amped poses the 

questions of humanity, morality and free will. What civil rights do 

we have to lose before open discrimination and violent acts 

against us are legal, even encouraged? And how – if at all – could 

we regain our humanity? The novel accurately echoes xenophobia 

demonstrated against various “real life” groups: “amps” could just 

as well be any ethnic minority today, and the novel would still 

work. 

As in his debut bestseller, Robopocalypse, Wilson packs 

great figurative language and plot into Amped, and Wilson’s 

background in computer science and robotics 

brings the novel to a level of realism likely oth-

erwise unachievable. Sci-fi fans will enjoy Wil-

son’s engaging second novel, while those new 

to the genre will find an easy transition into the 

author’s dystopian world. ~ John 

Cat’s Table by Michael Ondaatje 

 I never read the back of an Ondaatje book 

before I begin. I just don’t care what it’s about. I 

like going in blind and marinating in his language. 

It’s never flowery or clever, just solid and beautiful 

and right.  So when I began The Cat’s Table, I did-

n’t know that it was about a young boy traveling 

alone on a ship from Ceylon to London to live with 

his mother. I didn’t know that sitting at the cat’s 

table meant your dining companions were the 

“undesirables,” people exiled to the corner as far 

from the Captain’s Table as possible. I can’t think of 

a more interesting place for an eleven year old to 

sit.  Michael’s fellow exiles prove a diverse and of-

ten troubled group. They’re never boring, I’ll give 

them that. Throughout the three week voyage, each leaves a last-

ing and profound impression on Michael.  

 This is a beautiful, calm, haunting novel—one of my 

favorites from this talented author. Highly recommended. ~ 

Dana 

 

Once Upon a River by Bonnie Jo Campbell 

 Sixteen year old Margo Crane can shoot 

like her heroine Annie Oakley. In this dark novel 

set in 1980s rural Michigan this loner will need all 

the survival skills she can muster. Her personal 

world has been drastically altered by some nasty 

family dynamics. The natural world of the river 

becomes a protagonist in her story. It simultane-

ously sustains and threatens her.  

 I don’t know if it’s plausible for a person 

to live like this today, but the story feels very real 

and immediate. I found myself rooting for Margo’s 

good instinctive decisions and cringing at the situa-

tions in which she finds herself. I was very impressed 

by Campbell’s writing and imagination. This would 

make a great book club selection.  I will definitely read more of 

her work. Highly recommended.  ~ Dianne 

 

The Summer of the Bear by Bella Pollen 

 While reading this novel, I was often re-

minded of John Irving's early work. And not just 

because there is a bear in this story. Or is there a 

bear in this story? Many questions remain at the 

end, but it's all about the journey anyway.  

 Set on an island in the Scottish Hebrides, a 

family is (barely) managing to survive and heal 

after a loved one dies. The death has set off many 

personal and international questions. All three chil-

dren have their own unique way of coping: Alba is 

dangerously angry, Georgie is dangerously adoles-

cent, and Jamie is dangerously deranged. And, as in 

all good fairy tales, one parent is absent and the 

other clueless. I don’t want to give away the plot, 

but I do want to say that this novel was a lot of fun to read de-

spite the serious subject. A great book for summer porches, docks, 

or book groups. ~ Dianne 

$15.00 (-10%) 

448 pages 

Grove (PGW) 

9780802145888 

Due 6/12/12 

$15.00 (-10%) 

288 pages 

Vintage (RH) 

9780307744418 

Due 6/12/12 

$24.99 (-20%) 

464 pages 

Hachette 

9780316129312 

Due 6/26/12 

$25.00 (-20%) 

288 pages 

Doubleday (RH) 

9780385535151 
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$15.95 (-10%) 

348 pages 

W.W. Norton 

9780393341775 

Available now 



FICTION 
Witness the Night by Kishwar Desai 

 In northern India, Durga, a fourteen-year-

old girl is found tied to a bed, beaten and barely 

alive, with the bodies of her 13 family members 

scattered throughout the rest of the house.  The 

police think she committed the murders.  How-

ever, social worker Simran Singh thinks otherwise. 

 Singh is an engaging main character for 

this novel that switches between her first person 

narrative, emails to Durga’s sister-in-law in Eng-

land, and the girl’s journals.  Singh is an unconven-

tional Indian woman: 45, unmarried, and wealthy 

through inheritance.  In fact, she works for free, an 

NGO-wala. The empty liquor bottles in her room 

also attest to her determination to go her own 

way. 

 The main themes of the book revolve around 

how girls and female babies are treated in a culture that values 

boys above all else. The problem with abortion to select sex has 

been so severe that it is now illegal to have an ultrasound to de-

termine the sex of a baby. 

Desai won the Costa First Novel Award for this book, 

which was also long-listed for the Man Asian Literary Prize. I 

found this well-written book full of interesting characters and 

heartbreaking themes far up the “can’t put it down” scale, and I 

highly recommend it.  ~ Ray 

 

Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter 

 There have been numerous novels about 

illegitimate children, but, presumably, this is the 

first about a woman who had a bastard by the 

actor Richard Burton.  Some might say that’s two 

bastards.  The woman, a young actress whose 

stage name is Dee Moray, is “an impossibly thin, 

yet amply curved” American who appeals not 

only to Burton but to virtually every other charac-

ter in Beautiful Ruins . 

 The most appealing segments of the story 

take place in a remote Italian fishing village, Porto 

Vergogna (vergogna means shame), where 

Pasquale Tursi runs a struggling hotel, named Ade-

quate View.  The mysterious American hides out in 

Adequate View, believing she is dying of cancer, when 

(intentionally misinformed by a doctor on behalf of Burton’s di-

rector, who is in the process of filming the blockbuster bomb 

Cleopatra in Rome) in fact she is pregnant. 

  The story shifts back and forth in time, so that we see 

Dee from her vibrant youth to her actual death (ironically, by 

cancer) decades later. In her wake (and oft times taking chase) are 

a disparate cast of characters, such as the honorable Pasquale, the 

besotted Burton, as well as several Hollywood types: a mogul, his 

underlings, and movie-wanna-bes, who are drawn with such vis-

ceral precision, perspicacity, and even sympathy that they manage 

to escape central casting and take on lives of their own. 

  Jess Walter, the author of The Financial Lives of the 

Poets, writes prose that can dance like sunlight on the waves in 

the Tyrrhenian Sea, and he handles frequent shifts of time and 

place (Italy, Hollywood, Scotland, Idaho) with the assurance of a 

fisherman who navigates without the need of a chart.  ~ John 

Smolens (customer, author of Cold and Schoolmaster’s Daughter) 

The Patrick Melrose Novels, by Edward St. Aubyn 

 Forget sympathetic characters. Some of 

the best fiction leaves you wanting to shoot most 

of its characters, and sometimes even shooting is 

too quick and painless. The Patrick Melrose Nov-

els, a quartet (Never Mind, Bad News, Some 

Hope, and Mother’s Milk) are now available in 

one paperback volume.  (The final installment of 

the series, At Last, has recently been published in 

hardback.)  This series is full of silver spoons, but 

no silver linings, and should come with a warning 

on the cover:  These books aren’t for sunny days at 

the beach.  They are a nasty indictment of Britain’s 

upper class, which, if nothing else, might make you 

feel lucky that you’re an American.  The central 

character, Patrick Melrose, is a product of the British upper class, 

or, rather, he’s a distillation of all that’s vile, self-indulgent, and 

savage. 

Edward St. Aubyn’s English upper crust is devilishly witty 

and charming. At the same time, their motives are petty, viscous, 

and/or amoral.  Evelyn Waugh, to whom Edward St. Aubyn has 

been compared, would admire these novels, but he wouldn’t 

allow these characters in his house. They travel a lot, they own 

country manors (often in France), and they use and abuse every-

thing in their path: man, woman, and animal.  A good day is be-

ing beyond reproach.   

Yes, of course these folks are hooked on booze and 

drugs; sobriety – in those rare moments in which it occurs – is 

treated like the flu and promptly medicated.  Sex?  Yes, illicit, 

kinky, a disgusting habit, really.  When it comes to rape and in-

cest, it’s women and children first.   

Like all good British dramas, the dialogue in the Melrose 

novels is subtle and viscerally intelligent – you can feel their besot-

ted brain cells striving for the next insult. Even the most pedes-

trian line of dialogue makes an episode of Downton Abbey seem 

like a Disney cartoon.  The English language is a well-honed tool 

designed to eviscerate and destroy one’s interlocutor, a.k.a., ver-

bal adversary.  Humiliation is mere linguistic foreplay.  St. Aubyn 

grants us the rare privilege observing as they savage each other— 

well groomed, well fed gladiators, whose DNA has gone woefully 

awry.  All of this bad behavior sifts down to Patrick Melrose, a 

lonely, abused boy, who grows up to prove that wretchedness 

breeds wretchedness.  

~ John Smolens (customer, author Schoolmaster’s Daughter) 

 

 

$15.00 (-10%) 

256 pages 

Penguin 

9780143120971 

Available now 

$25.99 (-20%) 

352 pages 

Harper Collins  

9780061928123 
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304 pages 
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Available now 

Pete’s Picks 
Pete is a customer whose taste we trust, and  

he’s always up on the latest books. These are 

his two favorites of 2012 so far: 

Canada by Richard Ford  

Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk  

  by Ben Fountain 

We have a limited number of  

SIGNED copies 

of Canada available. 



Road to Valor by Aili and Andres McConnon 

 Road to Valor is the true story of an 

Italian cyclist who won the Tour de France in 

1938 and 1948, still the greatest amount of time 

between wins in this grueling race.  Gino Bartali’s 

racing career was interrupted by World War II 

and therein lies the rest of the story. 

 It’s difficult to imagine how big bicycle 

racing was back then. Before automobiles were so 

common, the bike was how most people got 

more than a few miles from home. Bicycle racing 

was ubiquitous with races— local, regional, na-

tional—going on constantly. The champions were 

like rock stars. Everyone in Italy knew Gino Bar-

tali’s face. 

 After his first Tour de France win, the Italian 

fascists tried to present Bartali as the iconic athletic Italian man 

ready to conquer the world.  They interfered with his training and 

how he competed in races.  The war ended most racing and all 

international events but Bartali kept training. When Italy surren-

dered, the Germans took over and began deporting Jews to Ger-

many.  It was at this point Bartali was approached to carry forged 

documents which would allow some Jews to escape.  Since his 

face was well known and it wasn’t unusual to see him cycling 

long distances through the countryside, he was the perfect person 

for this kind of job.  

The mix of personal fortitude, history and sports (the 

cycling sections are fascinating) should appeal to people who en-

joyed Unbroken.  This would make a great book club read. ~Ray 

The Destiny of the Republic:  A Tale of Madness, Medicine 

and the Murder of a President by Candice Millard 

 What attracted me to this book was the 

strength of Millard’s previous book, River of Doubt, 

one of the best nonfiction books of the last five 

years.   

 In 1881, President Garfield was shot a 

month after his inauguration, and he lingered on his 

deathbed for three months before dying.  On this 

framework, Millard constructs a panoramic picture 

of late nineteenth century America.  His deranged 

assassin was a penniless man constantly running 

from debts, and he believed that Garfield was going 

to appoint him consul to France.  At that time, the 

President traveled like any other person and his 

murderer found him trying to board a train at the 

Washington D.C. station. Millard intertwines the lives of these 

two men with  the state of medical care at the time. Garfield 

would probably have lived if the doctors had not kept sticking 

their unsanitized fingers in his wound. 

Another fascinating thread follows Alexander Graham 

Bell as he desperately tries to perfect his “induction balance” in-

vention which would allow the doctors to find the bullet in Gar-

field’s body. 

Can stuffy presidential history be turned into a story of 

high adventure and grueling endurance?  Yes, it can, and Candice 

Millard is the author who can pull it off. ~ Ray 

NONFICTION 

$16.00 (-10%) 

432 pages 

Anchor (RH) 

9780767929714 

Due 6/12/12 

$25.00 (-10%) 

336 pages 

Crown (RH) 

9780307590640 

Due 6/12/12 

Young Adult 
This page is the first in hopefully a long line of reviews from our 

younger customers.  We asked certain kids who are voracious 

readers to let us know what they thought of some of the latest 

hot books. I’d like to get a kids section going on the website, too, 

for young readers to see what their peers are reading and recom-

mending.  Contributions are welcome. Send them to Dana: snow-

boundbooks@live.com. 

 

Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld 

 The Leviathan series (Leviathan, Behemoth, and Goliath) 

by Scott Westerfeld is a fast moving and interesting series. The 

beginning of Leviathan is pretty hard to understand 

at some points but it gets easier once the characters 

meet up at about the midpoint of the book. Though 

the first part of Leviathan is hard to understand at 

some points,  it was my favorite book and does a 

great job of leading up to the other two books, 

which are very easy reading but still have good 

content. Although some points in Behemoth are 

dead spots, they never last long and still have 

in- teresting information about the plot so you still 

have to read carefully.  

 I would recommend this series for any-

one from about ten to fourteen for an easy, yet 

interesting read. It took me roughly two to three 

weeks to finish the series, reading for about one to 

two hours a day. ~ Mac H.  (age 13) 

 

The Serpent’s Shadow  by Rick Riordan 

 The Serpent’s Shadow is one of the best 

conclusions to a trilogy that I have ever read. Rick 

Riordan, the author, is one of my all time favorite 

writers and for a good reason. His ability to effort-

lessly combine magic, mythology, modern day life, 

humor, action, and historical information in a rol-

lercoaster of a thrill ride leaves you gasping.  

 In this particular book, the brother-sister 

team of Carter and Sandie Kane must enlist the 

help of a psychopathic murderous ghost who is 

known for tricking and killing gods and mortals 

alike to help them find a book that may or may not 

be the key to defeating the god of chaos himself, 

Apophis.  

 All in three days time. Just another day in the 

life of the Kane family, right? Wrong, because this time, it’s for all 

the metaphorical poker chips. If they fail, the world as they know 

it will be swallowed by a snake.  

And I do mean swallowed literally, the sun and all, end-

ing all life and order as we know it. No pressure at all. In this epic 

conclusion, questions will be answered, griffins will eat frozen 

turkeys, a purple hippo goddess will charge into battle in high 

heels, and Dwarf gods will scare people while sporting Speedos. It 

all comes down to the final battle in The Serpent’s Shadow. ~ 

Carter Shand (age ) 

Complete Kane Chronicles trilogy:  

The Red Pyramid, Throne of Fire, and Serpent’s Shadow 

$19.99 (-10%) 

406 pages 

Hyperion (HC) 

9781423140573 

Available Now 



Meet the authors Sunday, June 24 

1:00  

Robert Alexander

Robert Alexander  

L.E. Kimball
L.E. Kimball  

April Lindala

April Lindala  

KARL BOHNAK
KARL BOHNAK  

  

2:00  

John Smolens

John Smolens  

Andrea Scarpino

Andrea Scarpino  

Russ Thorburn

Russ Thorburn  

Ron Riekki
Ron Riekki  

Last year’s inaugural Book Tour was resoundingly popular—a 

month long readers’ and writers’ extravaganza celebrating 

the written word. Most participants were surprised at the 

wealth of creative output from our neck of the woods. The 

2012 tour runs from June 20th through July 7th, and spans 

the entire  Upper Peninsula.  The culture of reading and 

writing is alive and well in the U.P. Please join us somewhere in the Peninsula 

to celebrate our ongoing literary heritage.  

 

Much thought, planning, and money has been spent on this summer’s author tour. Kudos to the staff at PWPL, NMU’s English Dept, the 

Michigan Humanities Council, and Ron Riekki for the expertise and drive needed to organize this U.P. wide literary festival. Now it’s 

Snowbound’s turn to get busy and order hundreds of books for the 40 writers (fiction, essays, children’s, memoirs, and poetry-oh my!) 

who will be circulating throughout the U.P.  

 

We are especially excited about the arrival of former U.S. Poet Laureate Donald Hall. “Dinner with Don” will kick off the tour on June 

19 at the Ramada Inn ($25 tickets, available at PWPL).  He will be extremely busy for a few days as he speaks to the general public and 

conducts a workshop at NMU’s Writing Conference. On June 21
st
 he will be joined by Grand Marais author Ellen Airgood (South of 

Superior, Prairie Evers), and Calumet native Ander Monson (Other Electricities, Vanishing Point, Available World, etc.) on NMU’s cam-

pus. Seating is limited at this event, and free tickets are available at PWPL. First come, first served. 

 

On Sunday, June 24
th
 we will host 7 authors right here in Snowbound. We can always find room for more books and authors, but 

please note that this event is broken into two time blocks to accommodate everyone.   

 

 For a complete schedule of events, go to www.upbooktour.org or to our website. 

 

   A printed brochure is available both here and at PWPL. 

 

 



snowboundbooks.com 

Red Jacket 

First in a new U.P. series starring Lute Bapcat 

 

Saturday September 18 

1:00—3:00 p.m. 

BOOK SIGNINGS 

Die a Stranger 

An Alex McKnight mystery 

 

Thursday  July 5 

5:00—7:00 p.m. 

Quarantine 

 

Saturday  

October 13 

2:00—4:00 p.m. 

Back by popular demand: 

The Book Club Section 
Local reading group selections  

in one easy spot. 

Steve Hamilton 

John Smolens 

Joe Heywood 


